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B. D. TALLAMY 
SUPERINTENDENT 

STATE OF NEW YORK 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

ALBANY 1 

October 27, 1954 

Hon. Wi1 lard M. Topper 
Mayor of the City of Little Falls 
Little FalIs, New York 

Hon. Philip W. Burdick, Chairman 
Herkimer County Board of Supervisors 
Herkimer, New York 

Gentlemen: 

It is a distinct pleasure for me to submit to you the 

accompanying Urban Area Report for the City of Little Falls 

and its environs. This presentation, recently completed by 

our Department, contains a recommended General Plan for 

arterial route improvements within your urban area and des- 

cribes in considerable detail the extensive traffic and 

planning studies upon which it has been predicated. 

The arterial route phase of our Department's program 

was authorized by Highway Law amendments enacted during Inl- 

and 1945. Sixty New York State cities have been surveyed to 

date and comprehensive reports are being prepared for each 

city. This Little Falls report discloses the character and 

extent of the problems affecting both local and through 

travel over the city's main thoroughfares. A large volume 

of through travel will be diverted to the New York State 

Thruway. The General Plan for arterial routes has been 

From the Digital Collections of the New York State Library.



designed to meet the remaining traffic problems, both 

current and anticipated within a reasonable period of fore- 

cast. 

The cost of the planned arterial improvements, set 

forth in the General Plan within the corporate limits, is 

estimated at $3,84tl,000. This cost includes $2,986,000 for 

construction and $858,000 for rights of way, based on 

current market values. Under the provisions of the Arterial 

Law $129,000, which is fifty percent of the rights of way 

costs within the city,would be assumed by the City of Little 

Falls. The portion for each project would not be required 

until that specific project is scheduled for construction. 

The remaining rights of way and all construction costs would 

be provided from State and Federal funds. 

The approval of the General Plan by the local author- 

ities will permit the Highway Law to be amended to include 

these planned routes. The subsequent phases of project 

authorization, surveys, detailed design and advancement to 

the construction stage can then be undertaken in accordance 

with available financing. 

With these facts in mind, it would be appreciated If 

you and your associates will review the accompanying report 

and advise me if the recommended General Plan for arterial 

routes meets with your general approval. 

Respectfully submitted, 

B. D. TALLAMY/ 
Superintendent of Pulrfic Works 
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The New York State Department of Public Works in co- 

operation with the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads has prepared 

a General Plan of arterial routes for the City of Little 

Falls. A brief description follows: 

ROUTE N.Y. 5 ARTERIAL 

This facility will be the main crosstown traffic dis- 

tributor for local and through traffic on Route N.Y. 5 and 

will also provide a local downtown bypass. The route begins 

at the west city line and follows West Main Street to John 

Street with two-way operation. John and Albany Streets and 

some new location are used for one-way operation to the 

vicinity of Ward Street, where two-way operation resumes on 

the High Level Road to the east city line. 

ROUTE N.Y. 5S CONNECTION 

This facility will provide improved access to Little 

Falls via Route N.Y. 5S for traffic from the east and south- 

east. The route begins at Ward Street with a connection to 

Route N.Y. 5 Arterial and follows new location southeasterly 

to a junction with the existing State highway connection be- 

tween Routes N.Y. 5 and 5S, about 0.7 miles east of the 

city. A new bridge is planned over the Mohawk River and 

Barge Canal. 

ROUTE N.Y. 167 RELOCATION 

This facility will expedite north-south travel and 

also Thruway traffic to Little Falls. The route begins with 

a connection to existing Route N.Y. 5S about a mile south- 

west of the city, and follows new location to the Route N.Y. 

5 Arterial. The route is coincidental with Route N.Y. 5 

Arterial to a point about 0.6 miles west of the city line, 

where the routes separate and the facility follows new loca- 

tion to a junction with existing Route N.Y. 167 just east of 

the city. A new bridge is planned over the Mohawk River and 

Barge Canal. 
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New York State's urban arterial highway program has 

been actively under way since 1946. The basic purpose of 

this program is the scientific development of a general plan 

of arterial highway routes for each urban area of the State 

which, when constructed, will serve to expedite State high- 

way travel into and through cities and to relieve major 

urban traffic congestion as well. The findings and recom- 

mendations of each study are presented in comprehensive 

report form to the authorities of the urban area concerned. 

Following review and local acceptance of the plan or 

a mutually agreed modification thereof, specific designation 

of the recommended arterial routes may be incorporated in 

the Highway Law by legislative amendment. Upon official 

designation, specific arterial routes may be selected and 

advanced to project design and construction stage, to the 

extent which prevailing State highway funds. Federal Aid 

highway allocations, and local financial programs will 

permi t. 

i 
Under the governing provisions of the Highway Law, 

the State assumes the costs of planning, design and recom- 

mended construction of approved arterial route projects 

within its cities, as well as fifty percent of the cost of 

rights of way. Funds to cover the remaining one half of 

rights of way costs are to be advanced by each city as indi- 

vidual projects are undertaken. 
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Local legislative approval of the general plan for 

arterial routes as presented or as modified by mutual 

agreement, does not constitute a specific obligation of city 

funds. It does, however, indicate local approval of the 

general scope and arrangement of the recommended arterial 

system, and the procedures established for it? advancement 

to final completion. 

The planning of an arterial route system and its 

ultimate construction is certain to exert considerable 

influence on the future city pattern. For this reason the 

studies which are conducted by the Department give specific 

attention to the important phases of city planning which are 

most closely related to arterial route development. This 

process permits the development of an arterial system which 

not only meets the traffic needs disclosed by the studies, 

but which is compatible with practical planning requirements 

as well. Official approval of the recommended arterial 

route system permits public and private enterprise to 

develop their undertakings in conformity with the estab- 

lished pattern of major thoroughfares. 

Official approval of the recommended overall plan is 

requested from the city concerned before individual projects 

may be advanced. When the urban area plans are of material 

concern to the authorities of the county, towns and adjacent 

villages, these officials are invited to review the pro- 

posals and indicate their comments or approval. 

In accordance with the general policies stated above, 

this report presents the plan which has been developed for 

the City of Little Falls. 
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THE CITY OF Little Falls 

The City of Little Falls is located on the Mohawk 

ver in the east central region of New York State. The 

first settlement was made in 1722 by Palatine Germans who 

emigrated from Europe to secure religious freedom. Early 

growth was slow. In 1796 the construction of locks on the 

turbulent Mohawk opened up navigation and spurred the growth 

of the settlement. By 1811 Little Falls had developed into 

a busy trading and manufacturing center and a village 

charter was granted. 

The waterpower of the Mohawk River and the favorable 

location on water and overland travel routes encouraged 

further development in Little Falls in the first half of the 

nineteenth century. Additional stimuli were furnished by 

the opening of the Erie Canal and the advent of the railroad. 

The population had increased to 4000 in 1855, when Little 

Falls was the center of manufacturing and commerce in the 

Mohawk Valley, with a wide variety of industries and mercan- 

tile establishments. In 1895 Little Falls became a city. 

The city today is predominantly a manufacturing and 

trading center. Industry has adjusted to the modern markets 

and the principal manufactures are automobile interior trim, 

footwear, dairy equipment, bicycles, food products, etc. 

The city is served by five State highways, two railroads, 

and the Barge Canal, which maintains the highest lift lock 

on its system at Little Falls. In 1950 the city population 

totaled 9,511. 
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POPULATION GROWTH 

The opposite plate is the first of four basic studies 

of the Little Falls area. This study shows the historical 

trend of population growth for the city and Herkimer County, 

thus providing a basis for the indicated 1970 population 

forecast. The population forecast, in turn, is one of the 

factors considered in estimating future traffic volumes. 

From 1910 to 1920 both city and county gained popula- 

tion at a moderate rate. However, after that time the dis- 

location caused by World War I and adjustments to the chang- 

ing industrial pattern resulted in a countywide population 

decline which lasted until 1910. During the past decade 

Little Falls population decreased slightly (6^), while 

Herkimer County gained slightly (3%). This trend is typical 

of the present day shift from urban to suburban living, but 

is relatively minor compared to the suburban trend in other 

areas of the State. In 1950 the city-county population 

ratio was nearly 16 percent. 

It is anticipated that this adjustment period will 

end in the near future and the population of both the city 

and county will remain relatively stable over the period of 

forecast. By 1970 the population of Little Falls is expect- 

ed to reach 10,000, a gain of five percent over the 1950 

census figure. Herkimer County population is expected to 

reach 63,500, a gain of three percent. Based on these 

figures, the 1970 city-county population ratio would be 16 

percent, substantially the same as in 1950. 
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This second basic study shows the distribution of 

population in Little Falls. Two important facts can be de- 

termined from a review of the city's population density 

pattern. First, the heavily populated areas can be identi- 

fied, which will aid in route planning since these denser 

areas are important both as traffic generators and as a 

source of revenue to the city. Second, the location of the 

sparsely populated areas will be of value in locating new 

routes. 

The majority of the more densely populated areas in 

Little Falls lie north of the New York Central Main Line. 

East of Ann Street there are many blocks which house 31 or 

more persons per acre; and interspersed with these areas are 

areas of next order density (16-30), making this eastern 

section of Little Falls the most intensively developed por- 

tion of the city. West of Ann Street there is a very large 

area of 16-30 density, and a long narrow strip of 1st and 

2nd order densities borders West Main Street. 

There are very large areas of 0-5 density in Little 

Falls, mainly due to the difficult topography. The Mohawk 

Valley is quite narrow at this point, and the Mohawk River, 

Barge Canal, and two railroads occupy much of the low-lying 

area. To the south sheer cliffs form an almost impassable 

barrier to development, and to the north steep hills make 

development nearly as difficult. These 0-5 density areas, 

therefore, may be expected to develop very slowly. Further, 

they are not too satisfactory for new route locations. 
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The opposite plate shows the existing pattern of 

community development in Little Falls. Although six general 

types of land use have been selected to typify this pattern, 

only the industrial and commercial areas will be discussed 

in this study, since the residential areas were described in 

a previous study and the remaining areas are relatively 

unimportant as traffic generators. 

The majority of the city's industrial plants are 

located in a nearly mile long belt between the N.Y.C. R.R. 

Main Line and the Mohawk River. This area is conveniently 

close to rail facilities and the Barge Canal but is not too 

readily served by the Little Falls street system, which has 

only two links to the industrial section. One of these 

streets is at the extreme western edge of the area and 

crosses the railroad at grade. Besides the riverfront 

section there are four other industrial areas in Little 

Falls. South of the railroad an entire small island is 

devoted to industry and north of the railroad there are 

three widely separated areas along Route N.Y. 5. 

Commercial establishments occupy a very large percent- 

age of the city area for a community of 10,000. The central 

business district extends nearly eight blocks east and west 

along Main Street and also occupies nearly all the frontage 

on Albany Street and a substantial frontage on John Street. 

Besides this extensive downtown area, with its diversity of 

retail shopping and other facilities, there are many smaller 

specialized commercial areas distributed throughout the 

c i ty. 
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MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 

The trend of motor vehicle registrations is a guide 

to the probable traffic trend in an area. Although no 

registration figures are available for the City of Little 

Falls, it may be assumed that Little Falls motor vehicle 

registrations will be in approximately the same proportion 

to Herkimer County registrations as the city-county popula- 

tion ratio, which is 16 percent. The accompanying plate may 

therefore be considered typical of the city as well as the 

county registration trend. 

In 1922 there were 8,120 registered vehicles in 

Herkimer County, or one vehicle for each 7.7 persons. In 

1950 the total motor vehicle registrations had increased to 

22,26ll, or one vehicle for each 2.8 persons. These figures 

represent a gain in registrations of 164 percent in the 28 

year period, but during the same period the county popula- 

tion total declined six percent, which sharply emphasizes 

the greatly increased use of the motor vehicle for trans- 

portation over the past three decades. This trend is con- 

tinuing, as evidenced by the six percent registration gain 

from 1950 to 1953. 

It is expected that by 1970 Herkimer County regis- 

trations will reach a total of 36,000 vehicles, or one for 

each 1.8 persons. On the basis of the 16 percent population 

ratio. Little Falls registrations would be some 5800 vehi- 

cles. These figures indicate a registration gain of 53 per- 

cent between 1953 and 1970, the end of the forecast period. 
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THE TRAFFIC SURVEY 

In August, 1948, the New York State Department of 

Public Works conducted a comprehensive traffic survey in the 

Little Falls area. This section of the report details the 

methods and procedures followed in securing the essential 

traffic data. 

VOLUME CENSUS 

On August 19, 1918, a twelve hour traffic count was 

made at 22 key stations and 13 special stations in the 

Little Falls area. During this twelve hour period from 

6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 19 Department employees counted a 

total of 33,891 vehicles of all types. Besides classifying 

traffic by direction of travel, separate totals were record- 

ed for light trucks, heavy trucks, buses, and passenger 

vehicles for each hour of the survey period. 

On June 28, 1951, and again during the week of 

August 19-26, 1953, supplemental traffic counts were made in 

Little Falls. In the 1951 survey a seven hour count was 

made at six of the original stations and at 13 new stations. 

In the 1953 survey continuous traffic counts were made at 12 

of the original key stations for a one week period. The 

1953 study indicated that traffic volumes had increased an 

average of 30 percent since the original survey was made in 

1918. Accordingly, the original figures have been revised 

and the volume studies in the report show current condi- 

tions. The location of the count stations is illustrated in 

Appendix A. 
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ORIGIN AND DESTINATION SURVEY 

On August 26, IJWS, an origin and destination survey 

was conducted in the Little Falls area during the 6:00 A.M. 

to 6:00 P.M. period. This phase of the comprehensive traf- 

fic study was designed to obtain information about the travel 

habits of area motorists. 

Traffic stations were established on major streets 

and highways to intercept traffic entering the city and 

additional stations were established to intercept traffic 

entering the downtown area. Traffic control at the origin 

and destination stations was under the direction of city and 

county police. 

To obtain the necessary information about area travel 

habits, 17 Department employees distributed a total of >+,859 

questionnaire postal cards. These cards were designed to 

find out the origin and destination of the trip, routes 

followed, purpose of trip, method of parking, etc. Each 

motorist receiving a questionnaire card was also furnished 

with a colored instruction card which stated the purpose of 

the survey and requested cooperation in the project by 

completing and returning the cards. The colored card also 

served as a pass at subsequent survey stations so that in- 

convenience to the public could be kept at a minimum. 

As a measure of the high degree of interest and co- 

operation of Little Falls area motorists, ^9 percent of the 

1,859 questionnaire postal cards distributed were promptly 

returned. The information was manually coded and mechanic- 

ally tabulated. Further in this report these data are pre- 

sented by text and illustrations and a summary tabulation is 

included in Appendix A. 
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1953 - 1970 TWELVE HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUMES 

The accompanying plate is the first of a series of 

traffic studies that have been developed from the traffic 

surveys conducted in Little Falls. This plate shows the 

typical pattern of summer week-day traffic during the 6:00 

A.M. to 6:00 P.M. period. The volume bands represent total 

movements, including repeat trips. By comparing the dif- 

ferent streets on the basis of these volumes the importance 

of each facility may be determined. 

As might be expected, the heaviest 12 hour volumes 

were recorded on Route N.Y. 5, one of New York State's 

important east-west travel routes. Nearly 6000 vehicles 

were counted on West Main Street at the west city line. The 

pickup of traffic from side streets and along West Main 

Street swelled the total on Route N.Y. 5 to some 7000 at the 

John Street junction. Traffic on East Main Street, though 

lighter, was still substantial, with volumes exceeding 5000 

vehicles during the 12 hour period. Other heavily traveled 

streets were John, Albany, Ann, Loomis, etc. 

Traffic volumes increased an average of 30 percent 

from ISWS, when the first traffic survey was made, to 1953, 

the most recent traffic survey. It is expected that traffic 

will increase at least an additional 60 percent from 1953 to 

1970. However, a large percentage of the through traffic 

will be diverted to the Thruway and traffic volumes will 

actually decrease on Route N.Y. 5 near the east and west 

city lines. This 12 hour volume study therefore shows the 

net results of the traffic increases and decreases expected 

by 1970. 
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1953 PEAK HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUMES 

The previously indicated 12 hour volume study showed 

the total of all the traffic movements from 6:00 A.M. to 

6:00 P.M. During this 12 hours there occur several periods 

of very high traffic intensity, when volumes are as much as 

double the average. These critical traffic periods are 

shown on the accompanying plate, which measures the typical 

peak hour volumes against the street capacities to determine 

the sufficiency of the existing street system in Little 

Falls. 

Many streets in Little Falls are too narrow to carry 

peak hour traffic efficiently. Outside of the business 

district Flint Avenue, North Ann Street, East Main Street, 

John Street, Alexander Street, and Loomis Street all were 

observed to be carrying traffic volumes beyond their free- 

flowing capacity. Likewise, West Main Street was loaded to 

capacity. These traffic overloads naturally result in con- 

siderable congestion; travel speeds are greatly reduced and 

travel time correspondingly increased during peak hours. 

The deficiencies indicated above were all observed on 

the street system outside the business district. Inside the 

business district Itself, portions of John Street and Albany 

Street were also observed to be deficient In peak hour traf- 

fic capacity. Actually, peak hour congestion is greater 

than indicated Inside the downtown area. The theoretical 

traffic capacity of downtown streets Is reduced by the 

various business district activities; and congestion on the 

approach streets has a strong effect on traffic flow inside 

the downtown area. 
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7970 PEAK HOURTRAFFIC VOLUMES WITH NO IMPROVEMENTS 

By 1970 the peak hour traffic volumes in Little Falls 

are expected to increase some 60 percent above the 1953 

volumes. However, as previously indicated a substantial 

volume of through traffic will be diverted to the Thruway. 

This Thruway traffic has therefore been deducted from the 

total area traffic for this study. It is also assumed that 

there will be no local Improvements which will materially 

Increase present street capacities, which are compared with 

1970 volumes on the accompanying plate. 

The High Level Road and a portion of West Main Street 

(Route N.Y. 5) will be carrying less traffic in 1970 than in 

1953. Otherwise, by 1970 virtually every important traffic 

artery in Little Falls will be seriously congested during 

peak hours. Some of the narrower streets such as Flint 

Avenue, Alexander Street, and Loomis Street will be carrying 

more than double their efficient capacity for a one hour 

period. John, Albany, and other streets will be nearly as 

overloaded and River Road will be at capacity. 

In the downtown area congestion will be critical. 

Even during off-peak hours the normal city business district 

has a moderate amount of congestion due to shoppers, bus and 

truck operations, and parking maneuvers. During peak hours 

the combination of narrow streets and traffic overloads will 

result in bringing traffic virtually to a standstill in 

Little Falls. Such conditions are certain to have a harmful 

effect on business. 
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DESTINATION OF TRAFFIC ENTERING THE CITY 

The information obtained from the origin and destina- 

tion survey has been used to prepare three studies of Little 

Falls area travel desires. Shown opposite is the first 

study—the destination of traffic entering the city. This 

plate represents the typical pattern of travel desires for a 

12 hour period on a summer week-day. The volume bands rep- 

resent only original inbound trips, excluding repeat and 

return trips. 

The outstanding feature of the travel desire pattern 

for traffic entering Little Falls is the Thruway divertable 

traffic. This is only potential Thruway traffic, however, 

and the actual traffic diversion is expected to be only a 

portion of this volume. The through movement represents 58 

percent of all the traffic entering the city, due largely to 

the heavy east-west travel on Route N.Y. 5. Of this 58 per- 

cent, the large majority (52^) is long distance through 

traffic, which originates outside Herkimer County and has 

destinations outside the county. 

There are several other significant elements to the 

travel desire pattern. Some 27 percent of the traffic 

entering the city desires to stop in the business district, 

and about half of this traffic to the downtown area origi- 

nates outside Herkimer County. This figure emphasizes the 

importance of Little Falls as an industrial and business 

center. A large volume of area traffic (Herkimer County) 

1 ikewise desires to stop in the business district. This 

movement represents ^2 percent of the traffic originating in 

Herkimer County outside the city. 
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DESTINATION OF TRAFFIC ORIGINATING WITHIN THE CITY 

The opposite plate shows the travel desire for traf- 

fic originating within the city of Little Falls. The volume 

bands, as in the previous study, represent original inbound 

movements only, with return and repeat trips excluded. 

Since the Thruway location to the south of the city does not 

offer an alternate to the local street system for traffic 

originating within Little Falls, this study does not dis- 

tinguish potential Thruway traffic by a separate legend. 

Traffic originating within the city is relatively 

light, totaling only 48 percent of the external traffic. 

This low figure is not surprising, since Little Falls is in 

the 10,000 population range. There are three distinctive 

types of destinations for internal traffic: city zones 

(1-5), which represent some 81 percent of the total; area 

zones (Herkimer County), 13 percent; State Zones, six per- 

cent. The percentage of traffic traveling outside the city 

is quite large, due to commuters working in nearby factories 

and other employment centers. 

The outstanding destination for traffic originating 

in Little Falls is the central business district. Nearly 60 

percent of the traffic indicated a destination in that area, 

according to the returned questionnaire postal cards from 

the origin and destination survey. This businessdistrict 

traffic is almost equally balanced east and west, but traf- 

fic from north of the Mohawk River is much heavier than that 

from south of the river. 
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ACCUMULATION AND DISTRIBUTION OF TRAFFIC 

This study summarizes the complex pattern of travel 

desires determined from the Little Falls origin and destina- 

tion survey. Two major elements of the area travel desire 

pattern are shown—traffic crossing the business district to 

reach other destinations and traffic desiring to stop in the 

business district. The volume bands represent initial in- 

bound movements only, excluding repeat trips. 

Due to the city's location astride heavily-traveled 

Route N.Y. 5, long distance through traffic is a very impor- 

tant element in the overall traffic pattern. This movement 

represents some 27 percent of the total area traffic. How- 

ever, after the Thruway is completed long distance through 

traffic will no longer be an important factor in the area 

traffic pattern. Short distance through traffic, on the 

other hand, will not be affected by the Thruway. This move- 

ment, which is largely commuter traffic staying within the 

county, is relatively light (4$). 

More than 37 percent of all the area traffic desires 

to stop in the business district. This figure is above the 

average for a city of 10,000, emphasizing the importance of 

Little Falls as a shopping and marketing center for a large 

outlying area. The importance of the industrial sections is 

indicated by the high percentage (15^) of vehicle trips to 

these zones. Commuter traffic from Little Falls to nearby 

places of employment is relatively light (4/0. 
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THE PROBLEM 

The traffic problem in Little Falls is unique in 

several respects. As elsewhere, ever-increasing traffic 

volumes combined with an inadequate street system are having 

serious effects on traffic circulation. Also, as elsewhere, 

the city has developed so intensively along the main traf- 

fic arteries that the cost of extensive street widening is 

almost prohibitive. 

However, due to the location of Little Falls just 

north of the New York State Thruway, a large volume of 

through traffic which now traverses the city on Route N.Y. 5 

will be diverted to the Thruway. This fortunate circum- 

stance of location will actually reduce traffic volumes near 

the east and west city lines when the Thruway is opened to 

traffic in the Little Falls area. Thus the traffic problem 

in Little Falls should be relieved rather than intensified 

over a reasonable period of forecast, as far as through 

traffic is concerned. Origin and destination studies showed 

this type of traffic to be some 27 percent of the area 

total, 

But despite the diversion of a large share of this 

through traffic. Little Falls will still have a serious 

traffic problem by 1970, the end of the forecast period. 

More than 37 percent of all the area traffic desires to stop 

in the business district, an additional 15 percent is des- 

tined to the industrial sections, and 13 percent is destined 

to other city areas, which indicates that the majority of 

the area travel is local and will not be affected by the 

Thruway. Due to the existing street pattern, the majority 
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of this local traffic is concentrated on a few streets. For 

example, in 1953 more than 7000 vehicles were recorded on 

downtown Main Street in only a 12 hour period. 

It is expected that by 1970 area traffic will in- 

crease at least 60 percent over the 1953 figures. Thus the 

important downtown traffic arteries such as Main, John, and 

Albany Streets will be critically congested during peak 

hours, when traffic is at least double the average for the 

day. During these periods of congestion, shopping and other 

essential activities will be difficult and time-consuming, 

and business operations will be seriously hampered. The net 

effects of the Thruway diversion and area traffic increases, 

therefore, will be widespread traffic congestion. 

Besides this unusual traffic problem, Little Falls 

has an unusual topographic problem. In most cities where 

street widening in the built-up areas is not practicable it 

is still possible to find alternate routes through low-cost 

lands. In Little Falls, however, the rugged terrain acts as 

an effective barrier against such a solution. The Mohawk 

Valley is very narrow at this point, and the Mohawk River, 

Barge Canal, and two railroads occupy much of the low-lying 

area. To the south there are sheer cliffs and to the north 

steep hills. Since effective parallel routes on new loca- 

tion would be very costly, a solution to the Little Falls 

traffic problem should make maximum use of the existing 

traffic network in the downtown area. 
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THE GENERAL PLAN 

The New York State Department of Public Works in co- 

operation with the U.S. Bureau of Public Roads has prepared 

a General Plan of arterial routes for the City of Little 

Falls. The recommendations are based on the 1948 and 1953 

traffic surveys and other detailed traffic and planning 

studies. The plan comprises three arterial routes and two 

State highway connections. It has been designed to meet 

area traffic needs for at least a fifteen year forecast 

period. Access will be controlled on all facilities to be 

built on new locations. 

ROUTE N.Y. 5 ARTERIAL 

Although the Thruway will divert a large percentage 

of the east-west through traffic from Little Falls, the re- 

maining through movements combined with local east-west 

traffic will still represent a very heavy traffic load on 

Route N.Y. 5 by 1970. The arterial will expedite these 

east-west movements by providing a local downtown bypass. 

Also, by diverting this traffic, the new facility will re- 

lieve congestion in the business district. 

The route begins on West Main Street (Route N.Y. 5) 

at the west city line and follows the existing street to its 

junction with John Street. At this point the route divides 

From the Digital Collections of the New York State Library.
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into one-way facilities. The eastbound route will follow 

John Street to 2nd Street, then new location to South Wi 11 iam 

Street, then Hancock Street nearly to Main Street, and then 

new location to a junction with the westbound artery. The 

westbound facility is on new location from this east junc- 

tion point to Albany Street at South William Street, then on 

Albany Street to Fourth Street, then on new location to Main 

Street, and then on Main Street to the west junction at John 

Street. From the east junction point of the one-way facili- 

ties the arterial continues easterly with two-way operation 

on new location to existing Route N.Y. 5 and then follows 

the existing route to the east city line. 

Pavement widths for one-way operation will be a mini- 

mum of 32 feet on new location and 30 feet on existing loca- 

tion. Pavement widths for two-way operation will be ^8 feet 

plus a four foot minimum mall separation on new location, 

and 34 feet on existing location with parking restricted to 

one side. To provide direct access to the business district 

and the industrial area, new connections will be provided 

from John Street to West Main Street and the bridge over the 

New York Central R.R. Main Line. The total route length, 

which includes the mileage of both one-way facilities, is 

3«5 miles, all inside the city. No improvement is planned 

for 0.7 miles of this route. 
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ROUTE N.Y. 55 CONNECTION 

This facility will provide improved access to Little 

Falls via Route N.Y. 5S for traffic from the east and south- 

east. The route begins with a connection to the Route 

N.Y. 5 Arterial at its intersection with Main and Ward 

Streets and then follows virtually all new location to a 

junction with the existing State highway spur from Route 

N.Y. 5S, about 0.7 miles east of the east city line. Pave- 

ment width will be 2lJ- feet. The Dolgeville Branch of the 

New York Central R.R. will be relocated and a new bridge 

will be built over the Mohawk River and Barge Canal. Route 

length will be 2.1 miles, of which I.I will be within the 

city. A new spur will be built to the existing river road 

along the north bank of the Mohawk River. 

ROUTE N.Y. 167 RELOCATION 

This improvement will expedite north-south travel 

into and through Little Falls. In addition, the facility 

will expedite traffic movements to and from the Thruway 

interchange west of the city on Route N.Y. 5S. The route 

begins with a State highway connection to existing Route 

N.Y. 167 about a mile west of the city, and then follows new 

location to a connection with the bridge over the New York 

Central R.R. Main Line north of the Mohawk River. The new 
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facility then connects to the Route N.Y. 5 Arterial and 

proceeds easterly coincidental with that arterial to a point 

about 0.6 miles west of the city line. At this point the 

routes separate and the Route N.Y. 167 Relocation follows 

new right of way to a junction with existing Route N.Y. 167 

about 0.3 miles east of the city. 

The arterial is planned for a 24 foot pavement width 

except on the previously described coincidental section with 

the Route N.Y. 5 Arterial. To the south new bridges are 

planned over the West Shore Branch of the New York Central 

R.R., the Barge Canal, and the Mohawk River. North of the 

Mohawk traffic circulation will be improved by connections 

with West Main and West Mill Streets. The route length Is 

miles, which includes 1.1 miles of State highway con- 

nections and 1.8 miles coincidental with Route N.Y. 5 

Arteri al. 
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THE PLAN RELATED TO BASIC PLANNING FEATURES 

This study shows the relationship of the general plan 

to the pattern of community development in Little Falls. To 

illustrate the effects of the planned routes on the city, 

the arterial system is shown against a background of popula- 

tion density and land use combined. Besides permitting an 

appraisal of the effects of the plan, this study should be 

useful as a guide to planning future development in Little 

Falls. 

Considering the difficult route location problems in 

Little Falls and the extent of the planned improvements, the 

arterial system will disrupt relatively little property. 

The fullest possible use has been made of existing streets, 

particularly in the downtown area. Where downtown land 

taking has been unavoidable, particular care has been taken 

to maintain or improve the development pattern of the various 

neighborhoods involved. New location away from the downtown 

area has been kept to vacant or sparsely settled lands. 

Overall, the city should derive very substantial 

benefits from the arterial plan. Downtown expansion and 

improvements will more than offset the land-takings, accord1- 

ing to nationwide experience, and a net gain in the assess- 

ment base should result. Large areas now vacant will be 

opened for development when the new facilities are built, 

and this too should improve the tax revenue base. The 

planned improvements should provide a new stimulus to the 

growth of the entire Little Falls area. 
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1970 PEAK HOUR TRAFFIC VOLUMES-PLAN COMPLETED 

The traffic benefits of the Little Falls arterial 

route plan can be evaluated by a review of the accompanying 

plate. This study shows the 1970 peak hour traffic volumes 

redistributed between the existing street system and the 

planned arterial route system. By comparing this plate with 

the plate on page 29 the effects of the plan can be deter- 

mined for each individual street. 

The extent of the traffic relief is pronounced. All 

the major deficiencies have been eliminated and all the high 

volume streets have considerable excess capacity to accommo- 

date traffic increases beyond the 1970 forecast period. A 

few deficiencies will remain, but these can be eliminated by 

local improvement or regulation of parking, as recommended 

for North Ann Street. This regulation of parking, incident- 

ally, usually only involves restrictions during peak hours, 

thus providing'a maximum of traffic service at a minimum of 

inconvenience to abutting property owners. 

The greatest relief will be provided for the business 

district. Main Street traffic volumes will be reduced to a 

level that the street can comfortably carry and shopping 

will thereby be made much easier. Likewise, Albany Street 

and John Street will operate smoothly due to the improve- 

ments and one-way operation. The savings in travel time 

should be considerable. Aside from the downtown area, the 

relief from congestion should improve traffic circulation 

throughout the whole city. 
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The study of parking facilities is outside the scope 

of this report. However, terminal and parking facilities 

are so integral a part of area transportation facilities 

that a brief review of parking in the Little Falls area will 

prove of interest and may stimulate local planning. 

Due to the scarcity of suitable land, off-street 

parking areas are at a premium in the area north of the 

Mohawk River. This deficiency in off-street spaces is 

particularly true in the business district, where the need 

is greatest. Present parking in the downtown area is 

largely metered curb parking. However, the industrial 

plants south of the river and the industries along West Main 

Street have made some provisions for accommodating the cars 

of employees, customers, and other visitors in parking lots 

attached to or nearby the employment center. 

More off-street parking areas will have to be pro- 

vided, particularly in the downtown area, if the city of 

Little Falls is to derive maximum benefits from the arterial 

improvements. It is expected that more shoppers will be 

attracted to the city when traffic circulation is improved. 

These vehicles will have to be provided with a place to 

stop, other than along the street. Likewise, much of the 

present curb parking will have to be restricted if free 

traffic flow is to be maintained. At least two free- 

flowing traffic lanes are essential on all city streets with 

appreciable traffic volumes, it would be advisable to seize 

every opportunity to provide a number of small off-street 

parking areas. 
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The tabulations which follow present construc- 
tion and right of way cost estimates for 
component parts of the General Plan for 
arterial routes in the Urban Area. 

The construction cost estimates are based on 
current prices and right of way estimates 
are based on current market values. 

Following mutual agreement as to the Gen- 
eral Plan and legislative authorization of 
the routes, the various projects may be 
undertaken. Scheduling of specific proj- 
ects is subject to local approval of detail- 
ed design and prevailing allocations of 
federal, state and city funds. 

• • • • • estimated east amlt/sis 
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DESCRIPTION 

Resurface existing 34' and 36* 
PAVEMENT. 

NEW LOCATION - 32* PAVEMENT. 
Existing streets - 30' on Hancock, 
32* MINIMUM on JOHN. ALBANY, MAIN, 
Channelized intersection at main 
St. and N.Y.C. R.R. Main Line over- 
crossing. 

Two 24' LANES WITH A 4* MALL ON 
NEW LOCATION. 

NO IMPROVEMENT. 

NAME LENGTH 
(In Miles) 

ROUTE N.Y. 5 ARTERIAL 
from west city line 
EASTERLY ALONG WEST MAIN 
Street to John street with 
TWO-way OPERATION. 0.9 

between John St. and a 
POINT EAST OF WARD ST. 
ONE WAY EAST BOUND ON 
JOHN ST., NEW LOCATION. 
Hancock St.. and new 
LOCATION. ONE WAY WEST 
BOUND ON NEW LOCATION, 
Albany Street, and west 
main St. 1.4* 

from a point east of ward 
ST. EASTERLY ON NEW LOCATION 
to existing Route n.y. 5 with 
TWO-WAY OPERATION. 0,5 

along existing route n.y. 5 
TO EAST CITY LINE. 0.7 

TOTAL ROUTE N.Y. 5 ARTERIAL 3.5* 

24' PAVEMENTS WITH SHOULDERS. 
Relocate 2800 ft. of dolgeville 
branch N.Y.C. R.R. 

24* PAVEMENT WITH SHOULDERS. 
NEW 2-LANE BRIDGES-OVER MOHAWK 
RIVER AND 

ITE N.Y. 5S CONNECTION 
portions of State highway re- 
LOCATION WHICH FALL WITHIN 
CITY LIMITS BETWEEN RT. N.Y. 5 
Arterial at main and ward Sts. 
AND THE MOHAWK RIVER. NEW 
SPUR TO EXISTING RIVER ROAD. 0.4 

From south city 
River southerly 
on new location 
L INE. 

TOTAL ROUTE N.Y. 
CONNECTION 

LINE IN MOHAWK 
AND EASTERLY 
TO EAST CITY 

5S 

* Tttals include mileage on both stre 
one-way facilities are used. 

ts where 
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CONSTRUCTION RIGHT OF WAY TOTAL COST STATE SHARE CITY SHARE 

$ 65.000 NONE 65,000 $ 65.000 NONE 

$ 572,000 $ 502,000 1,074,000 $ 823,000 $ 251,000 

162,000 

NOME 

$ 799,000 

$ 88,000 

NONE 

250,000 $ 206,000 $ 44,000 

NONE NONE NONE 

$ 590,000 $ 1,389,000 $ 1,094,000 $ 295,000 

$ 340.000 $ 33,000 373,000 $ 356.500 % 16,500 

$ 432.000 $ 11,000 $ 443,000 437,500 $ 5,500 

$ 772,000 $ 44,000 $ 816,000 $ 794,000 $ 22,000 

(E) Estimated City Share based 
on current market values. 
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ARTERIAL ROUTES 

LENGTH 
fin Miles) 

DESCRI FT I ON 

ROUTE N.Y. 167 RELOCATION 
From west city line 
EASTERLY AND NORTHERLY ON 
NEW LOCATION AND EXISTING 
n.y.c. R.R. Main line 
OVERCROSS1NG TO RT. N.Y. 5 
Arterial. 

coincidental with Rt. 
N.Y. 5 ARTERIAL TO A POINT 
ABOUT 0.6 MILES WEST OF 
CITY LINE. 

ON NEW LOCATION NORTH- 
EASTERLY TO EAST CITY 
L INE. 

TOTAL RT. N.Y. 
RELOCATION 

167 

TOTAL ARTERIAL ROUTES 

24' PAVEMENT WITH SHOULDERS. NEW 
2-LANE BRIDGES OVER BARGE CANAL 
AND MOHAWK RIVER. NEW CONNECTIONS 
TO W. MAIN ST. AND W. MILL ST. 

COINCIDENTAL WITH RT. N.Y. 5 
ARTERIAL. 

24' PAVEMENT WITH SHOULDERS. 
PROVIDE R.O.W. FOR FUTURE 
CHANNELIZATION WITH RT. N.Y. 5. 

* Totals include mileage on both streets where 
one-way facilities are used. 

& Compares with 1.7 miles m present Highway Law, 

a 
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ESTIMATED COSTS 

OF LITTLE FALLS 

CONSTRUCTION RIGHT OF WAY TOTAL COST STATE SHARE CITY SHARE(E) 

$ 1 .350,000 

NONE 

$ 65,000 

$ I,415,000 

$ 2,986,000 

$ 224,000 

NONE 

$1,574,000 $1,462,000 $ 112,000 

NONE NONE 

NONE $ 65,000 $ 65,000 

NONE 

NONE 

224,000 $ 1,639,000 $ 1,527,000 $ 112,000 

858,000 $ 3,844,000 $ 3,415,000 $ 429,000 
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HIGHWAY CONNECTIONS 

LENGTH 
(In M i1es) 

ROUTE N.Y. 5S CONNECTION 
portions of State highway Re- 
locations WHICH ARE OUTSIDE 
CITY LIMITS BETWEEN RT. N.Y. 
5 Arterial and city line in 
Mohawk River. 

from east city line south- 
easterly ON NEW LOCATION TO 
existing State highway. 

TOTAL RT. N.Y. 5S CONNECTION 

0.3 

0.7 

1.0 

OUTSIDE THE CIT\ 

DESCRIPTION 

24" PAVEMENT WITH SHOULDERS. NEW 
2-LANE BRIDGE OVER MOHAWK RIVER. 

24' PAVEMENT WITH SHOULDERS. NEW 
2-LANE BRIDGE OVER WEST SHORE BRANCH, 
N.Y.C. R.R. 

24' PAVEMENT WITH SHOULDERS. NEW 
2 - LANE BRIDGE OVER WEST SHORE BRANCH. 
N.Y.C. R.R. 

24" PAVEMENT WITH SHOULDERS. 
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CONSTRUCTION RIGHT OF WAY TOTAL COST STATE SHARE CITY SHARE(E) 

$ 224,000 $ 8.000 I 232,000 $ 232,000 $ NONE 

$ 262,000 $ 9,000 $ 271,000 $ 271,000 NONE 

$ i|86,000 $ 17,000 $ 503,000 $ 503,000 NONE 

$ 327,000 $ 28,000 $ 355,000 $ 355,000 NONE 

$ 51,000 

$ 378,000 

$ 86M00 

$ 2,986,000 

$ 3,850,000 

$ 2,000 53,000 $ 53,000 

$ 

$ 

$ 

i 

30,000 

47,000 

858,000 

$ 408,000 

$ 911,000 

$ 3,814,000 

$ 408,000 

$ 911,000 

$ 3,415,000 

NONE 

NONE 

NONE 

429,000 

905,000 $ 4,755,000 $ 4,326,000 $ 429,000 

(E) Estimated City Share based on 
current market values. 
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DETAILS OF THE PLAN 

The details of the proposed arterial route plan are 

shown on the following maps. The purpose of the detailed 

maps is to indicate the general location of the proposed 

routes as related to the contiguous street system rather 

than to show individual property lines and specific property 

which would be acquired. 
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ROUTE N.Y. 5 ARTERIAL 

FROM WEST CITY LINE TO EAST CITY LINE 

ROUTE N.Y. 167 RELOCATION 

FROM ROUTE N.Y. 167 WEST OF THE CITY 
TO ROUTE N.Y. 167 EAST OF THE CITY. 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

LITTLE FALLS URBAN AREA REPORT 
O 200 400 

SCALE IN FEET 

0 
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RIGHT OF WAY VARIABLE 

3 0' 
M i n i m u m 

SCALE IN FEET 
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ROUTE N.Y 5 
FROM WEST CITY LINE TO 

ARTERIAL 
EAST CITY LINE, 

ROUTE N.Y. 167 RELOCATION 
FROM ROUTE N.Y. 167 WEST OF THE CITY 

TO ROUTE N.Y. 167 EAST OF THE CJTY. 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

LITTLE FALLS URBAN AREA REPORT 
200 400 

SCALE IN FEET 
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ROUTE N.Y. 5S CONNECTION 

FROM ROUTE N.Y. 5 ARTERIAL AT MAIN 8 WARD STS. 

TO S.H. 831 ABOUT 0.7 MILES EAST OF THE CITY. 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

LITTLE FALLS URBAN AREA REPORT 
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ROUTE N.Y. 5 ARTERIAL 

FROM WEST CITY LINE TO EAST CITY LINE 

ROUTE N.Y. 167 RELOCATION 

FROM ROUTE N.Y. 167 WEST OF THE CITY 
TO ROUTE N.Y. 167 EAST OF THE CITY. 

ROUTE N.Y. 5S CONNECTION 

FROM ROUTE N. Y. 5 ARTERIAL AT MAIN a WARD STS. 

TO S.H. 831 ABOUT 0.7 MILES EAST OF THE CITY. 
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TRAFFIC TABULATIONS 

Shown in Appendix A is a summary table of 

a portion of the origin and destination data 

developed from the Little Falls traffic survey. 

The values shown are for the twelve hour period 

from 6:00 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. on the day of the 

survey, August 26, ISIS. 

Also included are maps showing the sub- 

division of the city, county, and state into 

origin and destination coding zones and the 

location of the survey stations. The numbers 

and letters shown correspond to the zone numbers 

shown in the table and on the traffic plates in 

the report proper. 
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A3 

Albany 
Amsterdam 
Auburn 
Botovia 
Beacon 
Bm^homtan 
Buffalo 
Canondaigua 
Cohoes 
Corning 
Cortland 
Dunkirk 
E Imira 
Fulton 
Geneva 
Glen Cove 
Glens Falls 
Gioversville 
Hornell 
Hudson 
Ithaca 
Jamestown 
Johnstown 
Kingston 
Lockowanno 
Little Falls 
LOCkpart 
Longbeach 
Mechanic ville 
Middletown 
Mt Vernon 
Newburgh 
New Rochelle 

H I 
G 6 
E 3 
C 3 
K 5 
J I 
A I 
C 6 
H I 
D 2 
E 4 
8 I 
D I 
E 2 
C 6 
N I 
H 5 
G 5 
D 2 
K 4 
D 4 
B I 
G 5 
K 2 
A I 
G 2 
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ARTICLE XM-B OF THE HIGHWAY LAW 

(Chapter 543, Laws of 1Q44 as amended) 

STATE ARTERIAL HIGHWAYS PASSING THROUGH CITIES 

Section 349-1). Declaration of Policy 

349-0. Design, construction and payment of costs 

3ll9-b Declaration of policy. The modernization and 

the construction of arterial highways which are to pass 

through cities, will contribute greatly to post-war reem- 

ployment and to the stimulation of industrial recovery. The 

resources and the technical skills that are available to the 

state for these purposes should be used for the benefit of 

the cities upon the principle that the construction of such 

arterial highways is a matter of state concern. However, it 

is the manifest intention of the state to recognize and to 

preserve the powers or rights heretofore conferred upon or 

delegated to any city to regulate the property, affairs or 

government thereof, in the modernization and the construc- 

tion of such arterial highways. The integration of such 

arterial highways in the system of state highways throughout 

the state contemplates an expenditure of public funds to pay 

the costs that are attendant upon the fulfillment of a pro- 

gram of the work of modernization and construction as herein 

mentioned, as well as of the maintenance of such public ways. 

It is hereby declared to be the purpose of this act to ini- 

tiate the procedure that is prerequisite to any project of 

the magnitude herein provided, to the end that orderly pro- 

gress and equitable distribution of effort and monies may be 

observed in the administration of this article, and, from 

time to time, when expressly authorized by the legislature. 
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any section of such arterial highways may be constituted, 

constructed, reconstructed, improved and maintained as a 

part of the state highway system. 

319-0 Design, construction, and payment of costs. 

I. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general, special 

or local law, the superintendent of public works is author- 

ized and empowered to prepare designs, plans, specifications 

and estimates for the construction, reconstruction or im- 

provement (I) of any extension or continuation of any high- 

way or route which is now or which shall hereafter be auth- 

orized by sections three hundred forty and three hundred 

forty-one of this chapter, uoon any public street or streets 

in any city outside of the city of New York, which are now 

or which shall hereafter be designated in this article, and 

(2) of any existing or proposed main routes or thoroughfares 

in the city of New York; all of which are designated in this 

article. Such designs, plans, specifications and estimates 

may be prepared (a) by the department of public works; (b) 

by any city herein named, if the preparation of such de- 

signs, plans, specifications and estimates are authorized in 

advance by the superintendent of public works and then upon 

such terms and conditions as may be agreed by and between 

such city and the superintendent of public works; (c) sub- 

ject to the approval of the director of the budget, by the 

employment of private engineers or engineering firms; or (d) 

by a combination of such methods. The superintendent of 

public works may, in his discretion, provide or direct that 

there be provided in such designs, plans, specifications and 

estimates, such roadside and landscape development, includ- 
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ing such sanitary and other facilities as may be deemed 

reasonably necessary to accommodate the public; provided, 

however, that such development is within the bounds of any 

property acquired for purposes connected with the highway 

system of the State of New York pursuant to this chapter, 

and any adjacent publicly owned or controlled recreational 

areas of limited size and with provision for convenient and 

safe access thereto by pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 

All references hereinafter contained in this article to the 

construction of facilities and appurtenances of state high- 

ways, or to a section or sections of the arterial system, 

may be deemed to include the development and facilities men- 

tioned in this paragraph. 

2. With relation to any city named in this article, but 

not including the city of New York: 

2.1 The superintendent of public works is authorized to 

provide in such designs, plans, specifications and estimates 

for bridges, culverts, drainage, shoulders, gutters, curbs, 

sidewalks and any other facilities and appurtenances as he 

may determine. 

2.2 The superintendent of public works shall construct, 

reconstruct or improve such extensions or continuations, in- 

cluding said facilities and appurtenances, in the same man- 

ner as other state highways, facilities and appurtenances 

are constructed, reconstructed and improved pursuant to this 

chapter. For all the purposes of this section, the juris- 

diction of the superintendent of public works shall extend 

over the entire property affected by the provisions hereof, 

as such jurisdiction has been obtained, or as such juris- 
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diction may hereafter be obtained pursuant to the provisions 

of this chapter. Such sidewalks, facilities and appurten- 

ances shall be maintained or shall be continued to be main- 

tained, as the case may be, by the city in which they are 

located, or by the agency or unit owning or having control 

and jurisdiction thereof. 

2.3 The governing body of any city named in section three 

hundred forty-nine-e of this article may apply to the super- 

intendent of public works for a change in such designation 

of a public street or streets within the boundaries of such 

city, and the superintendent of public works may grant such 

application, and in case such application is granted, the 

additional costs and expenses of the acquisition of property 

and legal damages caused thereby, and the additional costs 

and expenses of construction, reconstruction or improvement 

of the public street or streets as requested in such appli- 

cation shall, pursuant to written agreement, be paid by such 

city to the state. The monies so required shall be raised 

by tax or pursuant to the local finance law or in accordance 

with any local charter or law, as the case may be, and such 

funds shall be deposited and be subject to requisition in 

the manner as herein provided in case a greater width or 

different type of construction is desired by such city. 

2.'+ A state highway may be constructed or reconstructed 

through any such city, of such width and type of construc- 

tion as the superintendent of public works shall deem proper, 

unless a greater width or different type of construction is 

desired by such city, in which case the governing body of 

such city may apply to the superintendent of public works to 
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provide the width and type of construction desired. The 

superintendent of public works may grant such application, 

if he deems the filing of such application to be timely, and 

the additional cost and expenses of such width and type of 

construction, or either of them, shall, pursuant to written 

agreement, be paid by such city to the state. Whenever the 

superintendent of public works shall have granted such an 

application, the designs, plans, specifications and esti- 

mates of costs, together with an estimate showing the addi- 

tional costs and expenses to be borne by such city, to pro- 

vide for the greater width or different type of construction 

or both, shall be submitted to the governing body of such 

city which, if it approves such designs, plans, specifica- 

tions and estimate of cost, shall by resolution appropriate 

funds necessary to provide for the portion of the costs and 

expenses of construction to be borne by such city. Such 

funds shall, prior to the advertisement for bids for or in- 

cluding the said greater width or different type of con- 

struction, be deposited by such city with the state comp- 

troller subject to the draft or requisition of the superin- 

tendent of public works, and a certified copy of such res- 

olution shall be filed with the state comptroller and with 

the superintendent of public works. The monies so required 

shall be raised by tax or pursuant to the local finance law 

or in accordance with any local charter or law, as the case 

may be. Upon the completion of a highway within such city 

where a portion of the costs and expenses are borne by the 

city the superintendent of public works shall transmit to 

the governing body of such city a statement showing the 
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actual costs and expenses of the additional width or changed 

construction including a proportionate charge for engineer- 

ing, and shall notify the city clerk that he will accept the 

work within twenty days from the date of such notice, unless 

protest in writing against the acceptance shall be filed by 

such clerk with the superintendent of public works. In case 

a protest is filed the superintendent of public works shall 

hear the same and if it is sustained the superintendent of 

public works shall delay the acceptance of the highway or 

section thereof until the same be properly completed. If no 

protest is filed the highway or section thereof shall at the 

expiration of the said twenty days be deemed finally comple- 

ted and accepted on behalf of such city and the state. The 

provisions of any general or special laws relative to the 

pavement or improvement of streets and the assessment and 

payment of the cost thereof shall apply, as far as may be, 

to such additional construction and the assessment and pay- 

ment of the cost thereof, except that the provisions of any 

general or local act affecting the pavement or improvement 

of streets or avenues in any such city and requiring the 

owners, or any of the owners, of the frontage on a street to 

consent to the improvement or pavement thereof, or requiring 

a hearing to be given to the persons whose premises are sub- 

ject to assessment, upon the question of doing such paving 

or making such improvement shall not apply to the portion of 

the improvement or pavement of a state highway the expense 

for which is required to be paid by such city to the state. 

2.5 Whenever the superintendent of public works deems it 

necessary to acquire property for the purpose of widening 
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any such designated street, he shall, before filing the de- 

scription and the original tracing of any map, or proceeding 

with the acquisition of such property or the work of con- 

struction, reconstruction or improvement, transmit the de- 

signs, plans, specifications and estimates of cost for the 

construction, reconstruction or improvement of the extension 

or continuation upon said street to the governing body of 

such city in which such designated street or any portion 

thereof is located. The governing body of such city, after 

the receipt of such designs, plans, specifications and 

estimates of cost, may conduct a public hearing or hearings 

upon such notice as such governing body shall deem reason- 

able, but not less than ten days, to the superintendent of 

public works and to such other party or parties, deemed by 

said governing body to be interested in the project. In any 

event and within sixty days or within such other period of 

time as may be provided by the provisions of the charter of 

such city, after the receipt of the designs, plans, specifi- 

cations and estimates of cost, the said governing body 

shall, by resolution, duly adopted by its members, approve, 

disapprove or recommend modifications in such designs, plans, 

specifications and estimates of cost as the public interest 

shall require. Within ten days after the adoption of the 

resolution, the clerk of such governing body shall mail a 

certified copy thereof to the superintendent of public works. 

The form of the resolution shall be prescribed by the super- 

intendent of public works. In case such governing body 

shall disapprove the designs, plans, specifications, and 

estimates of cost, without proposing modifications, the 
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superintendent of public works may, in his discretion pre- 

pare and submit to such governing body for approval other 

designs, plans, specifications and estimates of cost, for 

the construction, reconstruction or improvement of the ex- 

tension or continuation within the bounds of such city or in 

his discretion he may proceed with the work of construction, 

reconstruction or improvement within and confined to the ex- 

isting width of the pavement of said designated street in 

the affected location. In case such governing body shall 

disapprove the designs, plans, specifications and estimates 

of cost, and shall recommend modifications, the superinten- 

dent of public works may approve the designs, plans, speci- 

fications and estimates of cost, so modified, or recommend 

other modifications for approval, and said extension or con- 

tinuation shall be constructed, reconstructed or improved in 

accordance with such designs, plans, specifications and 

estimates of cost, as finally approved. When the designs, 

plans, specifications and estimates of cost for construction, 

reconstruction or improvement of an extension or continua- 

tion as aforesaid have finally been approved as hereunder 

provided, no resolution thereafter adopted by the governing 

body of such city shall rescind, annul or modify such prior 

resolution either directly or indirectly excepting upon the 

advice and with the consent of the superintendent of public 

works. Upon the failure or omission of the governing body 

of any such city to act within the time and manner herein 

required, the said designs, plans, specifications and esti- 

mates of costs shall be deemed to be approved so far as such 

governing body is concerned. 
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2.6 Any property which is deemed by the superintendent of 

public works to be necessary to carry out the provisions of 

this section, shall be acquired by him pursuant to section 

thirty of this chapter. The costs and expenses of such 

acquisition of property and any liability incurred by reason 

thereof, including legal damages caused by such acquisition 

and by the work of constructing, reconstructing or improving 

such extensions and continuations, including legal damages 

caused by such work of construction, reconstruction or im- 

proving, all as provided in section thirty of this chapter, 

shall be paid by the state in the first instance and shall 

be borne as follows: Fifty percentum by the state and fifty 

percentum by such city affected thereby. 

2.7 Before property shall be so acquired in such city for 

the purpose of this section, the superintendent of public 

works shall transmit to the governing body of such city an 

estimate showing the proportionate costs and expenses of 

such acquisition as such costs and expenses are specified in 

section thirty of this chapter, whereupon and within ninety 

days after the transmittal of said estimate such city shall 

(a) by resolution, appropriate the funds as shown in said 

estimate, (b) deposit such funds with the state comptroller 

subject to the draft or requisition of the superintendent of 

public works, and (c) file a copy of the resolution with the 

state comptroller and with the superintendent of public 

works. Upon the completion of a highway within such city 

where a portion of the costs and expenses of the acquisition 

of property are borne by the city, the superintendent of 

public works shall transmit to the governing body of such 
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city a statement showing the actual costs and expenses of 

such acquisition as hereinbefore mentioned, and shall notify 

the city clerk of the amount due from or to be returned to 

the city, as the case may be. Any sum due the state shall 

be paid by such city within sixty days after the date of the 

transmittal of said statement and the funds therefor shall 

be raised by tax or pursuant to the local finance law, or in 

accordance with any local charter or law, as the case may be 
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