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EUGENE H, NICKERSON
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

ALFRED E.MOON
THOMAS J. PORTELA

DEPUTIES
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Nassau County ExEcCUTIVE BUILDING

MINEOLA, NEW YORK F—
Kay 24{;,9@5/“«‘
Hon, Nelson A, Rockefeller ff” {“ fﬁ%
Governor, State of New York -7 {w/

Albany, New York

Litan Co ﬁmutef

meation Act

“ntxo 5997, Print 6943
ntro 4518, Print 5457

I have, as you are aware, been deeply concerned about
transportation facilities in Nzssau County for many years.
Certainly one of the most critical aspects of our commuter
trangportation prodlem is the status of the Long Island
ail " road and I ™ peatedly urged you to act in this

Your app nt of the Special Committee on the
and Raill in Septenber of last vear received
BUDRPOLT, h I was disturbed by the failure

ROTS promptly At that time I suggested to you that

ng grouy consisting of members from New York City,

nd Suffolk be formed to take account of both local
problens I also cifered to appoint a member of my

~ ais liaison to the Special Committee and
hat the same be done in New York City and sSuffolk
gestions were never acted upon. Neverthe-
erated to the extent that we were permitted

le all our resources in Nassau County
nittee. I know that New York City and
fficials did likewise.

Since Pebruary ©of this year, when the Special Committee
sn the & no Islznd Rail Road rendered its report, I have

-ain coples of your legislative proposals on
cer. Ezwhvcr, these proposals were kept secret
until May 12th, when this bill was introduced through the Rules

'
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It was aot until several days .
tain a copy of your proposal. .
coples of the bill were received
o this past Tuesday, the bill was
4 Thursday and today's New York y
O is rnow on the Senate floor for &
acticn. Certalinly & coer Oof such grave conseguence not

nly o Nizsau County Lut to the entire State of New York,
3 ol Lv“gﬁhb-“Lic; oy the public and all responsible
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afforded adcguate time to prepare a

¥ L.l, however, we do find several

ures. Ve have consulted with officials

Lk oend Viestchester, and were informed

ition has not yet been formalized,

cel that cserious objections exist to the bill in
5211, such as this, which will have the

L ugpon theState of New York and particu-

; oncerned, shoulé be studied and

Lefore it is enacted. I have therefore
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tzki to defer action by the Senate to
for en exchange of views bztween the
concernaed and legislative leaders before
lation is finally acted upon. In fact,

o)

e should be the subject of public hearings
Zrom all available views,

wre all anxious to arrive at a solution to the

nsportation problem now existing in the metro-
no valid reason to forego a careful

sal made. I understand negotiations have
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Propos
for the purchase of the Long island Rail Road.
otiations are far from being completed. It

at the vroposed bill makes no provision for the
or the Long Island Rail Road. Depending upon

used, this price could vary between $60,000,000
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~ thcrelfore welieve that this matter should be carefully
studied wna oaly then should it be enacted by the Legislature. '

EZnactment : in the present session, a
special sessd couLd se called 1f it is deemed urgent or this

i
proposal < : L et the regular 1966 Legislative S‘alioy

LSLonE O thls Lrozosai which I believe requiro

P
S U DN ‘
Cae Gl Dewihy wle e LOLLOWS s

i. SuocivioiLoan e ol Lootlon LoLdl defines transportation
= L > Gowsed thooughows the act, as including both
lztles. Subdivision 9
defines cunliL s L de buildings and structures,
notwithotandling the fact cohon QO cions may not be devoted o
SLS DUIOSE: - - ne production of revenues avail-
all or any facilities of the
s a similar provision as to
¢ Jauthority is empowered to own and
procucing facilitcies unrelated to transportation
exannlie, Lt appears that the Authority could
< : LS LTCE ion Centexr"”, only a part of which
Sor aTiual transnortation purposes and the bulk of
WHLCA LAY e renced To oroduca 'ncom». This is a concept
ol ter transportation problems

o i gty i : P T kemm
wresencay Zuoed .a/ LhLe welromolLitan area,
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z:cpo sed ©ill provides for a Commission
inted by you. It is our feeling that

Laae up the proposed district should have
£ity. The change could be accomplished

£ the "tunOrlty or requiring appointments to
utmitited by the County Executive or Mayor
‘ . such as one member from the Nassau-
stchester-Putnam-Dutchess area, one

Suffolk area, one IZron the Ve
From the Aocklandg-Ocangs area, one from the New York City area and
the Chzirznen o Le appointed golely by you.

cion 1206 expressly exempts the Authoraty
Public Service Commission. The Authority
o lower fares, establish transportation

ransportetion facilities between subsidiary

restriction or prior consultation. I sericusly

N ]
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Question Dot the noed for such a broad grant of power and the
wisdow in not reguiring prlor a pp roval by a public body such as
the Public Service Commission.
. Susdivision 2 of Section 12606 also provides that the facil~
itics of the authcrity are not subject to the jurisdiction of any
municipality within the transportation district, yet it mandates ..
that the locul municipality provide police, fire and health pro- i
el vi facilities. Under this power the Authority
jot uet an airport, a major railroad center or
pure ol tihe transportation district without
Suen aetion could require a major expansion
Wadoa co:‘usgund*ng increase in taxes for.
pay “or these increases. As hereinafter noted
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-herity unlimited powers of cone-

werty it may deem necessary,

has no voice in the location of

ority the broadest power to issue
ations as to amount.
ted in Subdivision 8 of Section

or bonds issued by the Authority.

LaLossibie to cobtain the most favorable inta:ost

thehAct the Authority is not re-

sessments of any kind, on any of its

wwtion from taxation should not
of jurisdiction given to the
1ly., it sheould not include non-

Additionally,

property held for the production
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77 of the Act the total cost to

.tion, maintenance, and use of each

¢ the building, appurtenances,

nd appcoaches incidental or adjacent thereto,

the mu“ﬁc;pulluy in which the station is located. P

£ facilities are operated at a profit, the Authority

is still free to reguire the local municipality to pay for
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their tire operation and upkeep. It would be impossible for.a
municipality to properly budoet for this huge expenditure in the
abseace of

SO control over the construction and management
b] J_ e o

-

vou can sec f£rom the above entmerated items, several
Lo s axe razsed by your proposal. In keeping with

basic Home Rule Principles, the taxpayers and representatives of
those who are to Lear cthe substantial station maintenance costs
and are to Lorego cnormous tax revenues, should be given an
opportunity to review these proposals in detail and to make con-
structive selons before this bill is enacted by the Legislature.
Proce vioiate the very foundation of Home
Rule tc avoid acting in haste and to support
publ 111 concerned are given an opportunity to
be heazd. % € careful consideration and opportunity
for amencment should a measure of this importance Be enacted.

I, znd ny administraticn, stand ready to assist you in any
way vou desire to insure that thils legislation which is so vital to
Nassau County recelves the consideration which it deserves.

Coﬁnty Executive

EHN/1m
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LONG ISLAND RATLROAD- . -

. " Thomae J. Hewson, (.0.

74 Brotherhood of KR Clerks
3% ~ East Rookaway, Mo¥o : ‘
o Jwmes, 1966 L =4
The Hon. Nolsen A. Rockefeller, :

Gevernor, State of New York
Stato Capitoel Pailding , 4 L
Albany, Hew York » ’ o

Deer {(dovermor Reckefeller:

Referencoe is made to your Bill (Print 6943, Irtro. 5997 in Assesbly) cmthc
the establishing of a Publio Authority empowered to take over snd operate commiter = =
railrond service in the Countles cf Nassau, Orange, Putnem, Rookland, Sui'folk,
Wastchester and the City of New York.

: I% has bean brought to our attentien by the Rupleyees whem we represens sa
¢be Leng Island Rail Rosd that the sale of the Rend to the Sgate of New York will be
congumuatod withir the naxt few days, We have a.s0 bheen advised the Bill lacks
adequate enployse protection, and the abgense of langmage gueranteeing reteation of
prosent benefits and bargaining privilsgas,

The Teneral Chairmen®s Association of the Long Island Reil Roed whose muboxl
end officers xepresent over eighty percent (80%) of the Empleysus working for the
Leang Island Rail Road desirs to meet with you regarding the vital and importent matter
of job protectiom end job security for the esmplcyees of the foed, and elec that the
present benefits and bargaining priviliges and rights be maintained,

Please advise date, tiwes and place we can meet to diascuss this essential
matter of Employeos Jjob protectien and security as soon as poasidle,

| Cerdislly,
7 // zz’;«/ NS e
ke el R T W

prgl) Bro'th Hood of Kleatrical Bmtherhood of Railwey and Steamship

ot o] Clerks.' 2(0
§M /(f..;af/zxv;ﬁ’/ &, ﬁ&/ W G, Co
Brotherhood of Loconotive Firomsn & Americen Reflway Supervisors
Ensinemen ) Association
Ge. Co
Machinista
G. Co

Brotherheod Malnteg cs of Way Employes

é. &l 7#7.° Ge Co & Q. C.
Brotharbeod of Ratlrodd Signalmen Sheet Metal Workers Intermationel Assc

Railroad Vardmasters of America . ® ht]:?mmw of Héblermakers ete.
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NEW YORK STATE ASSOCIATION OF RaILROADS
AC6 LEXINGTON AVENUE « NEW YORKR , K.Y. 10019

-

VICTOR F. CONDELLD
VICE CHAIRMAN & BENE AL COUNSEL M&y 1 8’ 1 965

Statement In Support of

S.l. 4518 P, 5457 Rules Comm.
A.l, 5997 P, 6943 Rules Corur,

AN ACT

To amend the Public Autharities Law and the State
Finance Low, inrelation to the creation of o
Metropolitan Commuter Transportation Authority
ond making an gppropriation therefore,

LEGISLATIVE LEADERS: SENATE
Hon. Joseph Zaretzki, Majority Leader; Hon. Earl W. Brydges, Minority Leader
LEGISLATIVE LEADERS: ASSEMBLY

Hon. Anthony J. Travia, Speaker; Hon. Moses M. Weinstein, Majority Leader;
Hon. George L. Ingalls, Minority Leader

CHAIRMAN and MEMBERS: SENATE RULES COMMITTEE

Hon. Joseph Zaretzki; Hon. Thomas J. Mackell; Hon, Owen W, Begley; Hon. Jeremiah
B. Bloom; Hon. Seymour R, Thaler; Hon. Ea i W, Brydges; Hon. John H. Hughes . -

CHAIRMAN and MEMBERS: ASSEMBLY RULES COMMITTEE

Hzr. Anthony J, Travig; Hon, iMoses M, Weinstein; Hon, Louis F. DeSalvio; Hon. J.
Lewis Fox; Hon, Melville E. Abrams; Hon. John T, Satriale; Hon, Max M. Turshen;

Hon. Joseph R. Corso; Hon. Frank G. Rossetti; Hon, Orest V. Marescq; Hon. Harvey

M. Lifset; Hon. Paul A, Weorlack; Hon, Charles F, Stockmeister; Hon, Stephen R. Greco;
Hon. Victor C, Waryas; Hon. George L, Ingolls; Hon, Louis H, Folmer; Hon. Grant W,
Johnson; Hon, Alonze L. Waters,

Hen. Nelson A, Rockefeller, Governor of New York State
Hon. Jumes A. Lundy, Chairman, Public Service Commission
Kent 4. Browr, Counsel, Public Service Commission

19



The Executive Committee of this Association has reviewed the above -captioned
legislation which would create a Mefropolitan Commuter Transportation Authority,

This legisiation has the full support of our Association.

Preservation of vital rail commuter service in the New York Metropolitan Area
would benefit the economy of the region and the entire State of New York,

We'recognize the adverse effect that abandonment of commuter and passenger
service into the City of New York would have on the livelihood of thousands of suburban
commuters and of railroad employees. We also recognize the necessity and propriety of the
public character of the burden of supplying such services and are pleased that this legislation
also recognizes the public responsibilities for meeting that burden.

In past menths, programs to deal with the commuter and passenger service
oroblems of New York and the entire northeastern corrider from Boston to Washington, D. C,
have been proposed at all levels of government, President Johnson, Governor Rockefeller,
Senator Kennedy, Mayor Wagner and cthers have publicly indicated their concern with the
plight of the commuter and the railroads providing commuter service.

Passage of the legislation introduced at the Governor's request would establish
an authority to preserve rail service into Mew York and would eventually provide the
cohesive organization which is necessary to handle effectively all of the City's transportation

problems.

In the interests of preserving commuter service, this bill should be enacted into
low.

Respectfully submitted,

5 ) ; ¢ iy o o L
‘,J,'A.,.xﬂ, }wg«ff ...}ft.-a e ~."’-‘ Lo Ar "'"ff}fv?.“'

Victor F. Condello .



150 STATE STREET

ALBANY, N.Y.

This legislation embodies the progrem recommended to Governor Rockefeller
from the Special Committee on the Long Island Railroad, setting up & metro-

politan commuter transportation district and authority.

The need for such

legislation and its purposes are outlined at length in the report from the
Speclal Committee and in the message sent by the Governor to the Legislature

on May 11, 1965.

This Association supports this legislation 1n principle and concurs with the

thoughts expressed in the Gove: aor's messgage thereon.

Continued railroad

commuter service in the New York metropolitan area should be a governmental

responsibility as proposed in this legislation.
and localities to accept this responsibility, as provided here.

We therelore urge the state

While the

Long Island Railroad is an imuediate subject of consideration in this leg-
islation, we are pleased that the proposed authority would provide the advan-
tage of an agency for the implementation of programs for the preservation and

improvement of commutation in other

ltan erea, as well as Long Island.

portions within the state of the metropol-

We recommend that if the bill is passed, advantage be taken of its provisions
vhich pexrmit the authority to coantract with private opereting railroads for
continuance of the essential commuter services.

5/21/65

RNOLD WITTE
Legislative Counsel

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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150 STATE STREET

This legislation embodies the program recommended to Governor Rockefeller
from the Special Committee on the Long Island Railroad, setting up & metro-
politan commuter transportation district and authority. The need for such
legislation and 1ts purposes are outlined at length in the report from the
Special Committee &ud in the message sent by the Governor to the Legitlature

on May 11, 1965,

This Association supports this legislatlion in principle and concurs with the
thoughts expressed in the Governor's message thereon. Continued railroad
commuter service in the New York metropolitan area should be a governmental
responsibility as proposed ia this legislation., We therefore urge the state
and localities to accept this responsibllity, as provided here. While the
Long Island Rallroed 1s an immediate subject of consideration in this leg-
islation, we are pleased thatu the proposed authority would provide the advan-
tage of an agency for the implementation of programs for the preservation and
improvement of commutation in other portions within the state of the metropol-

itan area, &8s well as Long Island.

We recommend that if the bill is passed, advantage be taken of its provisions
which permit the authority to contract with private operating railroads for
continuance of the essential commuter services.

i
1
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5/21/65 l
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Legislative Counsel

~BOARD OPF DIRECTORS
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GEORGE CHAMPION, Chairmen of Roard,
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RICHARD C. DOANE, Chairman of Beord,
! Paper Ci

H. G. EBDON, Vice Chairman of Boord,
Cembustion Engineering, Inc.

NAIMND C. FORBES, Chairmen of Board,
d Edison C of New York, Inc.

GARRARD W. GLENN, lord, Doy & lord

WILLARD G. HAMPTON, Executive Yice Prasident,
New York Telephone Compeny

Sterling Drug Inc.
JAMES P. HOGE, Regers, Hoge & Mills

SAMUEL D, LEIDESDORF (Honorary)
8. D. leidesdorf & Company

JOSEPH A. MARTINO, Presid, National Leod C
GEORGE O. NODYNE, President, £ast River Sovings 8ank

HERMAN C. MOLEN, Chairmon of Scord,
McKezson & Robbing, inc.

ROBERY G. PAGE, Prasident, Phelps Dodge Corporation

RICHARD K. PAYNTER, Jr., Chairmon of Board,
Now York Life Iasuronce Compony

A. E. PERLMAN, President, New York Central System
L. A, PETERSEN, Chairman of Board, Otis Elevator Compeny

SIDNEY L. SOLOMON, Chairmen of the Board,
Abraham & Strous

EDWARD STAI.EY, Vice Chairmen of Boerd,
W. 1. Grant Company

NORMAN TISHMAN, Chairman of Board,
Tithman Realty l Constructien Ce., Inc.

H. C. TURNER, Jr., id Turner C ion C
ROBERT C. TYSON, "‘ i Finance C
United States Stee! Corporation

EDMUND F. WAGNER, Chairman of Board and President,
The Seamen's Bank for Savings in the City of New York

J. HUBER WETENHALL, President,

National Doiry Preducts Corporation
DAVID L. YUNICH, President, Mocy's New York
BURTON A, IORN, Proskover Rose Goelz & Mendelsohn






