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lvhen you purchase a $3 Habitat & Access Stamp you help op€n

end improve land ior outdoor rccreation. lgs a per't€ct way to

conserye New York's wildliie heritage. All tunds are deposited in

the Consery|tion Fund's Habitat Account.

For more ir ormation, visit your license agent, or wwwdec.ny.gov

-
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Vrsrt the Conse/vdt,onist on the web ar www.Theconsenationisr-ort
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Dear Reader,

Applc picking. Pu'npkin €arving. Hikins a forest trail under a brilliant

canopy of leaves. These are just : few easons why aurumn is one of my

favorire rimes of rhe year There! a lot to do oudoors-and a lot rc sce, par

iicula.ly in rheanimalworld. Vherher itt a 0ock of migr*ing geese in sharp

formation, squnrck frantically srashing nuts fo. rhc wint€r-evcn a moose

fonging in a marshy meadow offa backwoods trail-hllncrns an incescd

chancc to se wildlifc on thc movc.

The lratchablc wildlift Progmm can hclp 1ou find rhe bcsr placcs and

opponun'ries Io se wildlife in acrion. Creatcd in 1990, rhc program pro-

vides official virying arcas thrcughout No York Statcwhich providc rh. besr

oppo.tunirics ro obs..ve plants and animak in rhe'r narural envircnmenr.

whelh.r you live in rh. city or rhe suburbs, chanccs arc therc's a \Tarchable

Vildlifc viewing arca ncrtby. Ar somc of rhcsc sircs, tou can cxplorc inrer

prerivc trails ora visilo. ccorer-even pairiciparc in a narurcworkshop.

To find a wildlife war€hins sirc ncir you, visir rhe Vatchablc Vildlifc

pages on DECS wcbs'rc (vw*.dcc.nngov), or go dnecrly ro wa.chablc

Vildlife Inc.t website et www.utchablc*ildlifc.org. You can also find

rips for wherc to go, whar ro expecr, and many orhcr wildlifc vicwing

guidelines ro help you prepare for your vish.

So rhn fall, make a plan ro g oursid€ and connecr wirh narure. Take

ir f.om me-rhe ip will be wo.rh ir.

Have a safe and happy aurumnl

Since.ely,

Commissioner Pere Grannis
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Be a Localvore

New Saltwater Fishing License
Anglers should be aware that beginning October

1,2009, all New Yo* State recreational anglers who are age
l6 and olderfishing from the shore, a pieror a dock or by
boat (exce aboard party or charter boat5 licensed by the
New York State Department of Environmental Conservation)
for ma nespecies and migratoryfish ofthesea, including
5triped bast alewife, hickory 5had, American shad and
blueback heffing species are required to have a recreational
ma ne fishing license,

Licenses can be purchased through DEC3 automated
licensing system (DECALS)and are also available at all loca-
tionswhere hunting and fishing licenses are offered-in-
cludingtown clerk's office' baitand tackle shops,sponing
goods stores and DEC regionaloffices in Albany, Allegany,
Buffalo, Ray Brook, Stony Brook and Watertown.

You can also purchase li(enses bycalling l-86-NY-
DECALS (1-866-933-2257) or byvisiting the DEC Internet
Sporting LicenseSales page at wwwde<,ny.goy/
permlti/28941,htm1

Formore information aboutthis new license, checkout
DEC! website at www.dea.ny.gov/outdoor/7755.htm1 or
callDEC'S Bureau ofMarine Resources at 631-444-0430.

Receadonal Marlne Flrhlng Licens€ Fees
Re'ldena
Annual5l0
7-Day98
1'Day 54
Lifetjme 1150
Lafetime Combination Freshwater and Marine 5450

Non-Resident
AnnualSl5
7-Day 510
1-Day 55
(Note Cenain eidents quali6/ for a educed-p.l.e or fre li.ense)

Harvest is the perfect time to visit your local
farmers and growers to samplewhat
your neighbors have to offer. Msit:
www.nlf armersmarket.Gom to

Discover great wildlife
vrewrng areas near you

Whetheryou're in the (ity orthe suburbs, wildlife is
n€ver far away if },ou know where to goVisiting a
watchable wildlife viewing area guarantees a great
expe ence.In addition to wildlife, manyofthe selected
sites featu re interpretive trails, visitor centeE and
nature-oriented workhops_

Visit www.de<,ny.gov/outdoor/55423.1tm1 for more
information.

Donate your doe or dough ro support New Yo !
Veniron Donation progrdm that provides nutirious veniron

Donations of one dollar or more can make a ditreence.
'fte 

money stays in New York State ro feed individuak in
need. Ninety-frve cent, of every doll& i, used towadr prc-

YourTown Clerk3 ofli(e or anywhee huntingand firhing
licenses are eold can accept yourdonation.lun infom the
DECALslicense agentthat yo! wish to make a donation to
support the Venison Donation Proglam in theif effons to
feed the hungry Donationsthrcugh DECALSaT deposited
di€.dy into the venison donarion tund.
Pleare donate today and help ui H the hungry.

l-or nnr( iofonnalion, .dll
l-866-862(:t:t:l?)
or visit thc websit€ .rr

www,VenisonDonation.com.

Watchab

see what's available near you.
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Whither it moy

"So lh s  is-o-R;vc, , "  s( ic  Lc l ,1o e

" T H E  R i v . r , " . o , e . t e d  l ] t  R . r
'Arc l  you r r :o ly  v- .  by t l rc  i r :  ?  Whcrt  o io  ly  lc  '

" 8 y i l  o n c J v r ' l h  r o . d o .  r o , , d  r  l ,  s . d t l , c K o r .

"  I  s  b,o lhe ar)c l  s is lc  1o r ! ,  ( lnd o! , r ls ,  .  r i

c o . r p a , r y ,  o f d  l o o d . :  ) . 1  d r  n ( ,  o . c l  ( , r o t u , . l y l

wosh nq l r t . ,y  wo .1,  ( f . l  ldo, r ' r  wc|r i  ( fy  orhel

Whor i r  hosn' r . ror  s  nol  ! !o , l r  rov l .S,  o, ,d whor I

. loesn' r  k .ov? s ro l \ ro, th l .owi l . l

Lorc l  lhc l i . res vr 'e 've l r . rd ro l t . t rc ,  . "

-Kennel l r  Grohcme, Lon)  I i i .  Wi , r . l , r  f / r r  Wrkru. ,s

Ncsrlcd in norrh,cenrral Chaulauqui Conniy a.c 3,000
aces of predominrnrly foresred land. The terrrin in rhe
uphnd,  i ,  ver  v  h i l ly .  d i " (creJ by numcrour  Jecp r rune.
and covered mosdy in maple, bccch and henlock foresr.
Through rhis sylvan slade flows ! riny $rcdm, sBdu!lly
increasiog in widrh, drprh and imponrnce.

Erie ftibes, and larer the lroquois, orisinilly seided rhe
i rerm ,nd .J l led i r  "GInr-da-wJ.o.  merning !unning
rhrough hemlocks." The name probabll relifrcd ro rhe dedse
canopy coveriDg rhe deep gorge ar irs herdwarer. The early
European senters fron easrern and cenrral P€nnsylvenia prc-
nounced ih€ name as "Canadaway and becalse rhe sfteam
f]ows donh, lbe name came ioro common !se.

Canadaway Creek was a blessing to rhe sunounding rorvns
serrlers due ro ns imporradce for rransporrarion and rhe
economy. Ii looked differenr many years ago, wirh a differenr
flow and even smalt warerfalls. Various saw and srisr mills
could be found on irsshores. However, over rime, co.$.ucoon
projecs and efosion have changed rhe flow of rhe crcek.

Ntu Yoth Stdte CrMdtio"iit, Octobn 2009

Pholos by Jonres Hossord
Texl compi led by lenno DuChene

Canadiwiy is one of rh€ counryi major f.ede. srrcams to
l.ike Eric. Thc crcek winds down from rbe hills to thc sire of
rhc fi6r nav.lsknhishes ofrhc wrr of 1812. Ir w$ nqc uE!
A,Dericxn soldiers toughr off a Brnish gunborr is n rricd ro
seizc a sik boii froh Buffalo seeking sancrury in rhe creek.

'l 
h. Geeklt h€adwa(es dre nesrled wirhin CanadawayC.eek

Vildlife M!nigcmenr Area, ! 2,195-.rc.e lush, foresred sanc,
tu: r r  thrr  en,omprses.cverr l  {unningly p i . rure.quc rJv ine,
Alkw.ighr Falk, rhe highest warerfall in Chauriuqua Counry,
is a locally popular desrinadon for hikes. The wildlife mad-
agemenr ar€ls lrrge si,e and flora rllow h ro supporr a rich
d ivemity of wildlife, including seve.alspecies ofaptors. Broed-
winsed and red-shouldered hawks ne$ here. aDd rhc adjaceor
area supporrs a colony ofgrear blue hercns. In addnion, rhere
are also cohmon game species like American woodcock, wild
rlrkey, whne-railed deer, and .uffed grouse.

Canad,wiy is iruly an ecolosical jewel hidden in sourh,
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Abo!i lhe Phologropherl

Jom.s Hoggqrd hos been phorosrophlns
noturo s.enes lor more lho. lwo decodes.
Originolly from Soll Loke Cily, he curenrly
resides in New York ond enioys explorlns,
phoroqroph lng ,  h  k ing ,  ond sk i ins  in  "w ld
poces." Hk work con be viewed ot htlp://
idm.shosso.dphotogrophy..om.

{Aurhor's note: some text odo pled lrom Alberlo
Rey lwww.dlb€rtor.y.com), o.d lnoges of
Ameri.oi Pomf€t by Todd Londwodhy.)

Nru Yorh Sute Gwrutioritt, O.tbbff 2009
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Peering over $e edge, I marrel s'hen

I  rh iDk ofhos lons ih is  rost r  hrs s tood

here. I rhink ofall rhc peoplc rvho hrvc

*ood hse before m€,  and.ani  help

wonder lvhir n nnrr have been like ro be

a firc roscr obscrvcr spcDding hours in

rhis riny cab, on guard for the flct hint

ofsmoke that  might  s ignal  a f i rc .

I've ahvays becn fascinated by fire

torver and rbeir historl In ficr, n w.s

cxaci l l  l00 lc . ro dgo rh is  lc . r  th . r  Nc\v

York buik thc firsr firc rowc6 itr drc snrci

d rcsponsc ro too many dcrdlv fires left

Fircs poscd r sigoificanr dxngd doing

rhe ea. ly  1900s rvhcn numcrous bhzcs

ragcd across Ncrv Yorki forcsts. Strorg

winds cdrried snokc rnd .rtr r hI rla rhord

Albany's skies. Iihmcs $rq,ndcd m.nI

towns,  ducr tcning hon,cs, ,nd bur ioc$cr ,

rnd f i rc ing f i rn i l ics ro l lcc.  c lutching

rvharorr valuables rhev coold c.rri Fire

wa.dens couldnt kccp up rvkh drc barde

rnd callcd on everl able bodied han to

THE WI)RST FIBES

OCCURRED IN ISOs
AND 1908, WHEN

HUNDREDS OF

IHI)USANIIS OT ACRES

llF IANII WERE

llESTRllYEll ANl| MANY

ANIMATS PERISHE11.

Tbe ivo6r fires occutrcd h 1901 dnd

1908. rvhen hundreds ofrhousands oirqes

of land $tre desrlortd and minv animrk

pcrishcd. Bushek oifish di€din rhesrreanr

iion inrnf h€r and f.om drc lyc ((crrcd

rrom rirer mixins w,rh .sh) th[ lerchcd

inro rhc varcr. sdnds oivaluable rinbe.

wtre desroyd, ind in somc arc.s the soil

wis so bddly scor.hed that no nei, vese-

Afr Jcrnings, . $rrlilide rlnness to onc

of rhe 1908 fircs, rccounted horv a singlr

sprrk fron r Moharvk & Mrlone loco-

dotnc ienned d,c dty kiDdling along rht

rrrcks .c.r his lonre in Long l.akc Vcst
(ndv Srbi r r is) .  ApproxiDr i r . ly  150 dren

dug rnilcs oftrcncho o finrlly conmin drc

fire, but Lkirdhrts dni nor lisr long. On\'

r flrv rvccks lrter. stnng rvinds dtovc the

li.gcri,,g tlk r(r rhe fircbrcik .nd ir

ercd (owi s ruvn. 
-l-he 

nik,rd asenr

In the ear ytw€ntieth century New York fo€sts were €vaged by liret and the p!blic demanded something bedone. n fesponsei the state beqan
bu ding fire towers in the Adircndack and Catskill forests.

, . -

L. t  ^  - .  \ .
t:-t::a

- { ; - _
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p€ople in .hc rown rben, mqr ol rhenr

l t rmber jacks.  when rhe.cscuc Lnin

dirivcd, rhe womcn bodrded firsr. My

morher carried ne on. The ft.nr pbwed

rhroush smoke and firmes ttu blisrercd

rhe ca6. There w4 i rlemendous blas

when a building conrairirg four rc.s of

dyumite exploded. k was a s.an rime.'

Trains caused hanyofrhe fires ar rhis

tihe. Burning embers froft a locomo-

rive: siack. or live coals rhar fell from

rhe ash pans onro rhe r indersr fewn

rishr-olwry, would cause rhe dry wood

Nru Yorh Sate Cormanonii, Atuber 2009

ro blxze. Orher fircs occurred from

burrins bfu$ for dgrjcuhural purposcs,

or fish.men, hunrer, and crmpers s,ho

teft GmPfires unarrcnded.

The danrge f rom al l  thcsc f i res

rcsuked in public ourcry. Nerv Yorkers

lvarted prorecrion liom toresr fires.

.nd ihe srrre respondcd by creating a
r igorous f i re  prerent ion and contro l

program rhat  inc luded bui ld ing f i re

rowers to spor  f i res. .dy.  hopefu l ly

before they grcw out ofconrrol.

So in 1909, New York Stare began

consr fucr ing f i re  rorvers in  ihe

Adirondack and caEkill fore$s. soon,
f i re  towe6 adorned Mouor Morr is ,

\(/hir€face Mounrain, Gore Mounrain,

Wesr Mountain. Snowy Mountain and

Hamihon Mounrain in rheAdirondacks,

as we as Hunre. Mounraio, Belleayre

Mountain, and on Balsam Lake in rhe

Catskills.

The lirsr rowe6 were made ofwood

buitr on trees or from logs and mosr
had an open plalforn on rop. In 1916,

however, many of rhes€ were replaced wirh

seel towe6 rhar had an endosed cab on
top. Sreel was more durable and the cab

provided prcrection frcm rhc \@the..

Each tower was manned by a fire

tower observer, and ourfirred wirh a
relephone, maps and binocuiaro. Ar the

fi6r sisn of smol(e, rhe observer called
in the locarion ro a foresr ranger. Ir was
an effecrive ea.ly warning sysrem rhar

greatly reduced the number of acres

Being a fire tower observer was a

chauensing and sometimes lonely job.

obseoers work d six days a wcck GeEn
during dry pcriodj, manoing rhe tower

from April till ir snowed in Ociob€r or
Nov€mb€i. Since mosi row€$ were located

in remore areas, obsenetr would live in a
cabin near rhe rower and tr€k o rown for

supplies when rhe nre rhrcar was low

Hikes, who used rhe observcr trails
to reach rhe mouniain summir, would

often provide company ro fire row€r
observes. The hikers €njoyed rhe pan,

oramic vi€w f.om rhe rop of rhe rower-
20' ro 80' high and rowering over lhe
trees as well as rhe info.nariv€, and
somer im€s enrerr r in ing,  sror ies rhe

observeB rold abour rhe planr and

One ofNew York s e liesr Iire observers

was San Ch€erham (18861953). Born
in Harrford, Connecr'cut, San grew

up in Dublin, Ireland, and spenr rnany

yea6 as a sailor Afre. conr.acring rubets

culosis, h€ u,veled ro Saranac Lak€ in

rhe Adirondacks ro be cured. Only able

!o clinb srai.s on his hands and knees,

he could s€e Whirefrce Mounrain f.om
his room and vowed m climb its peak

8y 1916, New Yok State began buiding fire to\re6 out of sreel, which was more durabte. Here
a groupofmen, with the aid of hor!€s, work ro ere.t rhetoweron MounrAdams.

reles.aphed Tupper Lrkc (lt nilei rcrrh),
who scnr r rescue hin.

Afi recallcd, "Therc wcrc
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some day. So he devored his energies

into wrlking and working ourside, and

was healed. In 1915, Sam became rhe

ti'e observer on ',Jfhireface Mounrain.

climbing rhe 67,-mile trail ro rhe srmnit

crrrying a heavy pack. Inirially. Sam jusr

had a renr and wood srove on rhesummit,

but in 1919 a 22-foor, steel rower wirh

a cab replaced rhe rcnt. Sam worked as

obsewer unril 1919, and then again from

1934,42.

Har.iet Rega was one ofrhe srare: n6r

women fire observer. Like San, Harrier

came rc rhe Adnondacks to improve her

heahh. Her earliesr srinr as a fire tower

observer was on a private estate, where

she worked for six years. In 1930, she

began wo.king ar rhe sra(e ffre rower on

Rondaxe (Bald) Mountain. Harriet was

an experr ouidoorswoman, and knew

rhe woods so well rhar she rarely carri€d

a compass. Thousands of touris(s visired

BY IHE EABIY 1960s.

MOBE THAN IO|l FIRE

IOWERS DOTTED 1'IEII'

YORK'S IAIIIISGAPE.
her rower, where rhey learned rhe names

ofnearby mounrains and lakes and heard

abour her hunrins and r.apping adv€n-

tu.es. ln 1934, Hafiet told an A$ociared

Press reportea "I love the woods and get

more fun wande.ins alone rhrough the

forcsr than going ro the movies."

By ihe early 1960s, nore rhan 100

fire roweF dorred New York's laddscape.

However, in rhe early 1970s rhe state

began lsing air surveillance, which was

more economical, mrking manned fir.

towers obsolete. And so, ore by ore rhe

srare began closing i$ fire rowers.

The last of New Yo.k's fire rowers

(four in the Adirondaclc aDd one in rhe

Carskills) shur down around 1990. \ hil€

52 of the rower were removed, many

were lefr in place and began ro dereriorare

due ro lack ofmainlenarce. Hearing that

ihe state mighr remove rheir local ro*er,

several commutriti€s and groups r.ned

noney to resore rhe rowe6 as hisio.ic

plac€s for rhe public to visir. Srandins on

one of those restored rowers, I am pleased

As I carefully make my wa/ down rhe
Hadley rower, I am grateful rhar people had

the foresighr to resrcre these rower. While

rhe advetrr of new recbnology may have

rcndered rhem no lonser trecesrcy for fire

delection, ir's nice ro know they can providc

anorher type of public service. Having

climbed a number of rhese rowe6, I rhink

irisrearrhar thoewilling ro make rhe trek

g.r rc samplea unique pi(eofhisrory and

are.lso reward€d wirh incredible views.

Eeing a fire tower observer was a had and sornetimes lonelyjob. Obseryers spent many hou6 in the smalltowercab armed with binocutaE,
maps, and a telephone or radio.Theirdedication tothis earlywarning system greatly €duced rhe acrcs of foresi desftoy€d by 6res.
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New York3 frre toweru aie no onger (affed, blt some, like the one on cood now N4ountain
pi.tured here, havebeen rcstored and repurposed as an enjoyab e destin.tlon for families,
hike6, backpackers and schoo childr€naiike.

tntcring drc trcc linc, I ghncc back

rt thc torvcr-r $cel senrincl oudincd

rsx insr  rb(  c toudlcss,  dccp b lLrc sky.

Reflccring on wh.r i grc.r dry i(\ b.cn,

l  sr r r i  rh ink ing:rbont  nexr  wcckcnd.

Perhrps I  l l  c l imb thc Coodrorv

Mountrin fire torver.

Morry Podsko.h s o retned bocher o^d
ourhor oI rhree books on NYS Ine rowere He
olso wrires rhe weekly co umn, "Adnoidoc[
Srores," p!blished i. five Ad roido.k oreo
newspopere .  Mor ry  become nrerer ied  in
f re rowers olrer c imbi.g fihrer Mounroin
ii 1t87. Yo! con e.mo hm dr podskoch@

RE TI|WER
Ahhough no longer monned or ured {or debding fires, 50me of Nevi Yo l renoining histork

fire tower! ore being restored ond repunosed 0s 0 deilinotion lor hikers, {omilies ond srhool
rhildren olike.Ihebwen ore o voluoble piec0ldote history,ond from lhebp visitonget0 360,
degree ponoromirview olthe suffounding forests,l0ke5, mounlojns ond volleys.

ll you ore inieresbd in dimbing one ol the slole! lire toweq fiefollowing hove been restored
in lhe Adirondorks, Mount Arub, Blue ilountoin, Hodley l4ountoin, Goodnow Mounloin, Kone
Mounloin, Azufe l ounloin, Vonderuho er Mounloin, Rondoxe (Bold) li,lountoin, 0wl! Heod
Mounloin, Poke-0-li,loonshine Mounloin, Mount Adoms, ond Snowy Mounloin.

In lhe (ohkilk, five lire towers hove been reslored, Hunter Mountoin, Mount lremper, Red
Hill, Bohom Lokg ond 0verlook Mounloin.In 0ddifion, lhe lire tower 0n lt{ounl ljisoyontho iuil
out5ide lhe C0lskillPork {in Siomford)hor0k0 been feiroreo.

For more infomotion on New York! firetoweq visit www.beebehill.inlo/tolcrs.

Ner, )ork Snt Gwnntiotitt, Otob. )009
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Adventurous
Environmental

careers await
Consenration

future
Officers

by Captain Timothy Huss
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The dq I was offered an ECO posirion s,a5 one oFrhc mon

erciring ofmylifc. As ml assigned vereran, ECO Mike Ber.io,

helped me coftplere rhe proccss oigetting fin8erprinred. $vorn
in, and outtltrcd wirh unitbrftr aid police hirdw.rc, I rexlted
I hrd litdc idcr oferacdy rvhar an ECO did. ft didni take mc

lons ro fidd out thr rhe job wrs r lor more omflex drin I
imagined, and sonrerimcs a lor more ddngdous.

One ofm) ' f i rsr  rs ignmcnts was pr t ro l l ing Lonq Is landi

nrrine disrri.r. I hadnt bccn on rhe job ftmg $tcn I lourd
myscl f  in  r  bor t  r t  n ighr  chasing i l lcg i l  c l .mmcs on rhc
wircrs ofGrcar Sourh Biy. ft wis pirch black, rnd rhcrc wc

wcrc speedinB trlicr po.chcrs. My hexrt \vrs ponnding, I $rr
concsicd,  bnr  cxc i rcd . ,  thr  srhc r imc.  I  lov.d whxt  I  wis

doing,  rnd t t l t  l ikc I  \ r is  doiDg $methine ncrn ingt l l
pro lcc( ing rhc cnvi ronmcni :nd i r i  n i f t r r . l  rc$ur .cs.

ovrr  rhe ncxr  rcw yc.rs  r  d i r .ovsd jusr  how vrr i .d  the
jo l ,  could bc.  Mv work on l .ons Is lxnd cxposcd nrc ro i
rxnge of  i rsucs,  i rc luding p iorr . r ing endrngcrcd sprc jcs.
- r l u h i D F  h u r r ,  ' r . ' r J  f r  l r r l g : , 5 ' . l . , r i . r ' . .  I { , r ( L , r n s  { ( r .

l inds,  enforc ing r i r  rnd w.r tcr  qur l i l r  rL{ :o l r tn ,ns i t rd
prcper  pcsr i . idc f r rcr iccs,  i rd  doine rne brs ic  pol icc
\!ork. I ncvcr .cill)' kn.w rvh[ Lrch d{, woukl l]rios. onc

di r  I  would bc .he.k ins du.k hunrers r loDs t .ons Is l iDd.s
drorc l inc r id  rhc nexr  I  d  t r .  iDvrsr i { : r t ing rhc unl .wt i r ld is-
posr l  o f  r  regul r tcd rvrstc ,  or  rhe unrcgul r rc t l  l i l l ing of r

puccrcd w.r l iDd.  I - -or  nrL,  rh i r  d ivcrs i r )  ondc rhc j ,$  mor.
inrcr .sr ing rnd r . rv id ing.

Tr lk ing to fc l los ECos around rh.  srdc nude me iw.r .
of  rhe d ivc(c D.rur . l  h isLor) , ,  ind socia l  rnd pol i r ic i l

dynamics found in Nc$,%.k Srarc,  rs  wel l  as the var ic tv

of  orher  dut ics being pcr formed br  n l  co l lcrgucs.  lor
instance,  ECOS in rurx l  drers of  upsr . rc  . re mosr of ren
involved in fish, wil.llile, and orh.r oxruril resourec rsus,
fron nuisdnce heafs io rimbcr rheli. In conrrisr, ECOS in
Ncw York Ciq ' r re more l ike ly  ro bc inro lvcd in  a i r  r .d
wricr qu,lity issues, pcrhaps checking enrissio.s on diesel
rucks,  or  enforc ing larvs regulat ing sol id  wrre.  On rh.
orher  h.nd,  rhere sane ECOs rnrr  d lso f ind rhemsclves
involved in sropping thc illegrl trade of protcctcrr enr-ran,
gered species in cxori. markers.

ECO\ mu5t tlrll a variety of ro'e\. lrom pan olhng New ro.l wdre6o. ie($i\ ror€cover 19 illegdlly poached anim" \ tite btac. oedr. An tCO
.a. frnd himor hefselfchecking huntersortkedumpsitesorvehicleemissionsone day, and helping with wildlife(onflicts the nexr. tfs aI part
ofthe ECO3job and what makes itan exciting and rewading career.

1 4
N.u lb* Shte Can@aatiotilt Atub42009
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Somet imes,  wolk and parro l  l reas over lap add ECOS

from various regions of the srte rvork togcther on a case.

Perhaps it s illegal clams and other marine species ttrat snow

up in upstare markec, or illegally takcn beam from upstate

rhar show up a! a r3xidermist on LonS lsland. Such coop-

erarion illustrares rhe camaraderie adong ECOS lve are a

sidgle group working togcrhcr roward a common goal-

Occasionalh ECos are called on to lcnd a hand in work

drat is seemnrgll' outside their duties. In \(orld war II, for

exaftple. ECOS dsisied the FBI in a numbcr of tasks-fronr

invcsr igat ing mysrer ious parrchutc l ind ings ro rounding

rp . , rboreun.  And in l r )80.  I  CO'  . . * i ' r rd  s i rh \ (J , i r r  d

thc XIII Ollmpic Vinter Garnes held il Lrkc Phcid. l\'lore

rcLcnt l ) ,  tCO\ hne - ided $,( \  (mc,B(nfr  opc ' . , , i^n.  $.o

c i r rcd u i rb TVA Fl ighr  800,  the 1995 wi ld i i rcs on Long

khnd,  md drc tngic  cvcrns of9/ l l .  S incc 9/ l l ,  o f f iccs arc

morc of rca ,J . l , fJ  , ,  r . . i r  f . l l . \v  hq cnforccn,cn,  Jscnc,c '  ,n

homchnd sccurny cflbns.

Br ing db ECo dl lows nrc to bc prn of r  proud hcr i t rge

rhrr  drrcs brck morc thrn 125 ycrs.  in ; r i . l ly  c i l lcd Camc

Itorccrors,  iD 1880 Gov.mor Alon,o B.  Comcl l  rppointcd

rhc l i rsr  e ight  nren to the job.  \1 /h i lc  rhc or is inr l  f tcus wis

gamc prorccri<!r, prihirily vi:r crrchiog poachcrs, rhcsc firsr

otTiccre rlso eniorccd lovs prorccrins streims frcnr pollurbn,

ind were r t r thor izcd ro br i , rg lcgr l  act ior  rgr inst  r l l  v iohtoa.

Ovcr thc vearl, morc environmcntrl durics rvcrc rddcd, rnd

iD rhe 1960s rhe job iiilc changcd ro Corservatn,n O*iccr.

In  1970,  rhe rhen Conser l r r ioo Dcparrm.nr  ncrgcd wirh

frcen of rhc Srrrc Hcrlrh Deprnment to fbrm the cuoent

Depanmenr ofEnvi ronnentx l  Conservdr ior .  Ar  rhxr  r inr . ,

thc ro lc  of  the Conservat ion Or l icer  changed t l ramat i '

,  r l l r  rnJ rhe job r : r le  becr i ,c  l -  nr . 'onn,cn, . ' l  Co,r . .n . r ,on

OrTicer. At rhe rine tine, ECOS were rlso giveo brodder

powcrs,  and thei r  legal  sr . tus wrs nrodi f ied t rom peace

of(icea to fully enporvered police oiTic.6.
-lbdrys 

consewation otlicers conrinue their predeccssori

miss ion io  prorecr  Ne$,York Srxrct  rcsourccs rnd cnvi -

ronrnentwi th rhe sane dedicat ion rnd passion.  I t  takes hard

work ro become an Environmenr!1 Conservarion Oflicer,

bur in retorn, you will find yourself in a fascinaring and

rcwa.ding career. I m proud to be an ECO and it's sone'

rhing I've enjoyed for nany yea6.

cdplo in T imorhy Ho3s k ihe chief  ECO on Long lsLond.  He hos
served wilh DEC since 1977.

l 5
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Your cqreer os qn Environmentql
Conservotion Officer cqn be
excifing ond fulfil l ing.

I

The Envi ronmcnio l  Conservoi  on
Off icer  Tro inee e iominoi  on w

b c  g r v e .  o n  N o v e m b c r  1 4 , 2 0 0 9
App ico i ior ls  orc d!e by Ociobel
13,2009 For deio i ls ,  . reck oLr i
Civ i  Serv ice s websi tc  c i i :  www.
cs.srote.ny.us/ iobseeker/publ ic /

s to leexom.cfm.

You con o lso s lgn !p o i  l re
Civil Service websiie to rece ve
ouiomal  c  e-nro i l  no l  f  co i ions

of  upconr ing exominot  on
onnouncemenis
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In this issue we'll take a look at some invasive species.
Having lots of variety in an ecosystem helps to keep things in balance.
Invasive plants and animals limit the variety and upset the balance.

Join us as we explore the challenges of invasive species,

Comact us at
Con8e ationist for Kids
O25 Brcadway, 2nd Floor
Albary, t{Y 12233-,1500
or e-mail us at

and learn why and how to help stop them from spreading.

Want to receive Consewationist for Kids at home?
Subsc|lbe lo

c o N et ! at i o ni sl magazlnsl

l .t l+

I

I
etq

4;Hf.5ii:'"$3,X1:'":il3::fr ,,' ' in Saneca Lake. You could be a page
numb€r kid, too. S€nd us a pholo of

You'llget six issues ol the award-
winning Conservatton,st
magazine each year, ptus

Conseruationist for Kiels in
the october, February

and April issues.
Cal l  1-800-678-6399

to subscribe.

yoursslf enloying the outdoors. we'll
8€nd you the detalls about what's

ir€d for us to print your photo or
it on our websiie.

- ctorklds@$r.dec,statd.ny.us
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they ar lhe planfs and aimals that hnc adved har fion sonrewhen olss and ehbtl$d I nor
home. $one cane m sulots problonN ard livo ln tlmony wtth ur mlivo gecies t]lhon orrte

:l*T:l:Tveplantrndardrnrls,lrdlorpmde. European
?hffidmm@rooerJq sUriinis
Q_onrywep-emflrry "",";;l;;";ilt fJJ ry €OOCFS$ ireteased on purposei
such as when an insect is in the wood of in New York City's
a packing crate or aquatic animals are Central Park in 1890
carried in the ballast water Of ocean_ooino by tans of William
ships and unintentionally released int-o Shakespeare Yrho
waters around the world. -1}.f;"ollil;.ffil:"

in his writings. They've
spread across North
America,  and can

now be tound trom
Alaska to Mexico.
Starlings are so

well established
now, it 's as
if they are
nalive. Wepecies,.like honcybeesr say they arecan be ve_ry h-elpful. nlturs rad.Some. like dandelions. are

considered to be a nuisance
but do no real harm. Others are

like biological bullies. They arrive and
take over, out-competing local species for

space, or causing great damage. They don't
. bring their natural predators with them, so

i- their numbers can get out of control. These
bullies are the ones we call "invasive.,, They
are very good at competing with our native

organisms and winning. They take over
offer liftle or no

benefit. They may
even cause a

great deal of
harm,

Purple |oosestsllo and
Norway maple are non-

native plants that have
been sold at garden
centers tor use in
landscaping. Their
seeds traveled away
from the gardens
and the plants
"escaped" and
spread into wild
areas. They crowd
out native plants and

don't provide food tor
native wildlife.

&?-F$#r##T"
Some non-native

ffi;*lxffi"

From the digital collections of the New York State Library.



IS$OCK StN@[h,ffi**"m
ffi iH::ffi f sff i"'J::;,,xf '"ll,l'"?llii'"Y"*rt*"#'r

t'S*H:: Oecoming plentiful in areas where it was \ eholher

#r F,: : i1l31l i1l3^':rY. i:^r:y ?11"tj; :"d :',"--l#.dfi Sffiin new areas too. it forrns rong statiti '#fi 
#f"f,t"li$.

; attached to rocks on the river bottom. As
the stalks grow longer, especially during
a growth spurt called a "bloom," they can
form into wavy mats that cover the stream
bottom. The mats smother the aquatic
insects living there. These insects are food
for Iish, so the effects are felt up the food
chain. To l imit the spread, people should
completely dry and disinfect their boat
and all of their gear betore moving from
one waterbodv to another

G]ilIIINLEOIE/TIIil1]LELNGMLB
f{airy claws mate
these crebs look

likelhoy'rc
weerind mjlldns.

Chinese mitten crabs have been found in the
Hudson River, They may have arrived here
in ballast water of ships, or been released

on purpose by people hoping to establish
them here as a food source. Chinese mltten

crabs bunow into stream banks and
cause erosion and habitat loss. Thev
are aggressNe and may out-compete our
native crabs and crayfish. They can travel

over land to go around barriers and reach new
areas upstream. lf you find one, do not return it
to the water. Instead, freeze it and contact DEC

immediately to report your finding,

lle edulfs body is about
thrc! inches wida Tle

agf sharp poihled wa kiid
lqF are fidic as lonEias

the body is widel
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,  Asian longhorned
/ beetles have been

found in New
York City and
on Long lsland.
Adults are up to
1/a inches long.

Famr l6<  b ' ,  ad^c

on a variety of tree
species, but maples

are a favorite. The
larvae hatch, burrow into

the tree, and feed on the inner bark and the
sapwood. They can do enough damage that
eventually the tree dies.

It's really
only this

k

Did you

:,*'N

!.D ffl:lfl;y:

The name says it all: it's emerald green and it eats ash trees.
Adult emerald ash borers are about /2 inch long. Females
Iay their eggs on ash trees. When the eggs hatch the larvae

chew through the bark and live between the bark and the
wood, eating the inner bark, disrupting the flow ol water

, and nutrients, Eventually they cause enough damage that
lhe tree dies. In June 2009 EAB were lound for the first time

in New York State, in Cattaraugus County.

F:
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I

j'.,r, -
[ .  .r-\
..-..
3 Water chsstnut seads
/ are hard nuts with four {z-inch

barDed sprnss.

They can be
and Asia arrived in the Great
Lakes in ballast water of
ocean-going ships.

inland lakes,
including Great
Sacandaga -r '
Lake. Soinv / .
-,"r-, cr-.J JUSt
d i s ruo t  t he  S t l q
natural lood LI 'L:I
chains in
the areas
they invade by
competing with
native zooplankton
imicroscopic aquatic
animals) for food, as well as
eating native zooplankton.

Lcss l ir i:L r

Y: iLrclr
LcLrg

(l:trc Lut'srl1 i i : i l l)

I

at a'-

€ttttrOrlIil9ti9

SPINY WATTP TffiA
This tiny crustacean from northern Europe

l  Lrr :  s lr iLr) ,  taiL ceLr LLr: l . r .  cr:r iLr ' - :  r t rcsr.
: 1 \ : : . ' , : . l . c L ' ' .  . . .  d :  l . , . ' : r L r

bothersome to anglers when
they attach to f ishing l ines in

large numbers. To l imit
the spread,

people should
completely dry

and disinfect
their boats and'v 
al l  of their gear
before moving

from one
waterbody
to another.

Spiny water
f leas are similar

to f ishhook water
f leas, another invader

in the Great Lakes.
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" {
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i  i

ie an adLrl t  \ , !here t  is and ask ihr.rr i
io cal l  the Giani l logvreed Hot i fe at
1 - 8 , 1 5  2 5 6  3 1 1 1 .  l i  y o l r  l j e l  r h c  s a l l
on yolrr  sK I  al lar youf
sklr i  is cxlJosed
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I -"
t ,  .  - , - .
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u/ash it otf.
r cairses
pa rlr Lr
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t  qets I

a,- i*'- .ll.r

rfr
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' r  r , r . ) L  (  : ; i i t !  |  l l t o , J i  . l e  i ( |  i l r o : r { - '
, . r  r L r  ) n  L r ( t l i i  r  s  s | r i  i r  r e T |  n  , i r ( - .  l 3 A 0 : l

l r r  r !  r I  r a  r  i o l  a r L r ( r  i | r  t \ t  c i L t s L  i r l o o n r  | l ( l
i l o , r a r  r  f : j i i ' a r l , .  : r l ) l a a n : j  i  ! i e  ( j ' a l , ' r  t l r o w  I q
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! - : r  ; r . r t  :_ i  . ,1) r  i t f t tc  i l rLraS ,n,  i  I  . le Ise t l11) , " ( t l t
: i  a .  r i  l r l ( l r  o t  i  t i t l  i r a  l r a i r L : t .  a 1 r  c O  l l i a t  r s
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An outdoor detective does many things.
They observe the world around them. They
investigate things they're curious about and
record their observations. Become an invasive
species detective and go a step fudher, Share
your findings with others and work to combat
invasive species. Here are some ideas to get
vou started. What else can vou do?

.Watch for invasve qpecies in vour neidhborhood
Le6rf wh6t io be ofLthe ooldullbt irrzudind native
ooLalikes. lfyou ind somelhjnA susp cious:report it
to DEC! Office oilnvasive gpzcieq Coord nation

Make a "NOT WANTED"
ooster about an invasive
species in your area,
lnclude a oicture or
drawino of the invasive,
Descri6e what the plant
or animal looks like, where
it came from, and how to
prevent it from spreading
further. Use your poster
to let vour friends and
neioh60rs know how thev
can-help stop the spread
or rnvasrve sDecres.

'€ecome a Weed Warrior and help
or6amzed Eroups rn your ar% I0 rdmove
tfva9rvd pl€nts

'Use rallve plarts lf thegarden nstead of
n0f-narLve spdaes.
'Make a'Noi lvanled" posler io te3ch
oihers about nvasive specieg.

by Jane Drake and Ann Love (Tundra Books, Toronto, Canada, 2008)
by Sneed B. Collard lll (Houghton M iilin Co-, Boston, 2008)

by Lesl e Surprenanl, in Conservatiorist, Apri 2009,
pq 9-13.  lavai labeatwwwdec.ny.gov/pubs/53542.htm1)

for nks to websites about Invasve species, ncluding one with songs

I.w

Also  v is l  o l rweb page a t
about how you can prelent the r spread.

NEW YORK STATE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION
New York Staie CONSERVATIONIST FOR KIDS Volume 3, Number 1, Fall 2009

David A Paterson. Covernof of New Yo.k State
DEPAH] lENT OF ENVIFON MENTAL CONS€AVAT ON
 irrand€r B G.ann s C.mmssorer
Sruat Gruskn. Exe.utive oepuly c.mmsso.:.

Ja.k l\,lcK.on D.puiy Comm sson€. ro' Adm,n srrar.n
Lalre ( Remus

O!SCN OF FL]BLC AFFAFS AI IO EDL]CAI  ON
An:  Hns.n .  E . . rea !  Chpr  Fnr ronnren ia  Fn lca lon

r,tu.ruct.i Lres !i D r..r.r

Dodt qpread invaqive afimalq afd pl6nls.
Dont moverrer^rood Cdan and dr\/ your.
eguiprnenJ [boak ishinggear booisi elcJ
I youve Deel] In 0r ndar waler
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sky bhc f-towes ofwitd chicory bciu,
t i lu l ly  decor . rc  ihe shoulde6 of  Ncw
York:rurr tand urb3n ro.ds.  A Europeln

D.r ive,  rh is  pc.cnnia l  hcrb wrs f i rs t  cu l -
rivired in Norrh Ahcric.r in rhc 1700s.

Al though eacb indiv idual  f lowcr  ldsrs

only onc day,  rhc phnr is  conr inui l ly
in btoorn from Mrr rhroush ocrobd.

Co,nmoo namcs iDclude "cornf lowci

.n,orous pusui rof rbc sun God Apol lo .
To rvengc h is  re jecr ion,  Apol lo  turned

rhc n,aidd into ! trh,c flowcr tbar opcns
cich morning ro Lcc rbe sun ind dowly
lides rhroughour rhe dry.

Europcans prizc young chicory lcavcs
fo.  s i l ids.  Esypr i rns h ivc c. ren rhcf t

ib f  r l ,ousands ofycafs ind $ i l l  do.  Th.
l - rcnch d ig up rhc dccp t rp root  and
lotce whire shoots dur ing the winrer

orher uscs rs wcll: surprniDgl)'. rhe btuc
floweB Producc x ycllow dyc ind rhc
grccn leavcs prodncc a bluc dye.

]'hom.sleffcrson srcw chicory on his
Monriccllo frrm. Chicoryi lcafy gruwrh
has a h ighcr  nutr i r ionr lva luc rhrn a l ia l f . ,

is pirriculerly grizcd by prcgnint bccf
cows, and is rn cxcellcnr livcstock forage

supplemcni due ro irs toxichy ro piri-
s i r ic  worms.  And thc 3.000 seeds rh l } i

Ry llarltara Ntffir

B6ot'"AV az.tQlz' tfcaoa*yt fo16t*r rt ^ to7$f&rz lfozrr^.
The s i lv&-doth.-s i?ed f lowe( l re

scatrered iD clu$e6 rlong rhe three- to
tburfoor rill $ems ofrhe phnr. Rrrely,

whire or  p ink f loweB may be found.

Like dandelion, chicory has a composire
flower, meaning rhe single "flower" is

acrually made up ofmany flowes. Each

blu€ per . l ,  wi ih  i rs  d isr incr iv .  roorhed

edge, is rctually a ray flower. .onraining

borh male and female parrs.

Blooming early in the morning, rhe
nowes rurn to follow rhcsun. The Swedish

bomnist Linnreus used rhe flower as a
"florJ clock," cndirs rhar rhey opened at

5 a.m. and clo*d ai l0a.m. in $.r lariiude.

An early Cre€k legend has ir rhar a
beauriful blue-eyed maiden refuscd rhe

Ntu Yo* Stdte Cautuatimi'r, O.tnbd 2009

tbr a srlad crlled Brrbc de Capuchin or
.Beard 

ofihc Modk." The roor hrs been

roiscd rnd ground is. coffee subsrirure

s ince rhe Nlpoleonic Era in  Fnncc,

a l though i .  coni i ios no caf fe inc.  You
can find chicory coftee ioday in Ncw
Orlcans cafes bcing sipped .long wirh a
fre sugdry beigner. lr can also be uscd
rs a flavoring for brewing stour.

The medic inal  qui l i r ies of  a l1 rhc
par6 of  rhe chicory p lant  have bcen
kdown lbrcenruries. Ir has been used for

everyrhing from an aphrodisiac ro ! cure
1o.  const ipar iod.  Nicholas Culpeper,

rhe iamous sevenreenrh centur)  herb-
rlist, described n rs good for drose who
have an evil disposition. The planr has

rhe .ve.age chicory phnr produces are a
prizcd food for birds.

Queen Annes Lace,  wi rh j rs  del -
ic i rc ,  doi l l - l ike whire f loweB, f re,
quenrly grows inieftwjned with chicory,

c.€aring a lovely blue and whire frirge
along New york 's  sumner roadsides.
Look lb. brighrly plunaged goldfinches

flnring anong chico.y plaDrs garhering
seeds, flashing yellow around the true
blue flowers. It is a sight rhar will make

Borbqro Nuff€rwo,ks in DEC1 Division of
An Resources in Albofy.
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One careless match. . .Yours ?

Rar?n&tz-Only you con

PREVEI{T TOREST
con ffi
FIRESI

a
U.  5 -  o .podm.d  o r  ag i . q i u€

Forcr s.ryic! N . -  Yo r  Sb r .  CoD<ro ro i  0 . p r .
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Happy 6E"Birthdayn
SMOKEYBEAR
B) E en Bidel

[,40st of us remember the s ogan ttOnly You Can Prcvent Forcst Fircs."
That famous saying has been Smokey Bear's mantra for nearly a I 0f the 65 years the b g bear

In a ranger nat has been rent nd ng !s about the dargers 0f careless behavior tn the forest.

Smoke),l\ bcgi,mings dire bick o 194 4,
whcn illNoarcrAlberrS .blccre.rcd rh.
imiSc ofsmotcy u.t pouring r bucker
of wircf on i crmpl]rc wirh d,c cnpriol
''Smokey 

srys-Care rvill prcvenr 9 our
ofr0 foresr ircs." Bui rhe fire pr.vcnrion
rw3ren€$ crDprigo acft ,illy bcg.rn icveral
ycts eirtier during VWIL ID c spring
oi 194 2, . Japroese subm.rinc surfaced ofi
sourhern csliibrni. ind fi.ed r brmge of
shellsat an oilCeld in Srntr Etbarr, near

theLos PidrcsN ion.I l-orer. Sincemosr

experien.ed irc fighrers rvere involved in
the rvar efforr, rhere rvere Iimked resources

ro fighr torcsr lires. 
'1 

his .aused drc public
io become coDccrned rh.r anorlrr incen-

di.ry sbell .ould spark x nging blaze. In
lesponse, rhe U.S. Foresr Service crcted a
public awareness cehpaign, trsing slogins

like "Don'! Aid rbe Eneml rnd "Our

Carelessness, Their Secrer Verpon-'

However a common causeofforcs fires
vaot enemr shells or bombs irwd(and

ofren $ill is) children. The Adverrising

Neu Yoth Stute CoufrMtia,ii, Acbbet 2009

Council believed dre rvry to re.chchildren
nighrberhrough the imagcof acurelorcy
anim.l. Ar ihc !ime, \vrh Dnney\ t94l
morion pi.!ure "Banbi" lvrs garne.ing
d lo! ofa(cDrion. Disn.y agreed ro lend
Dambit image ro $eAdverrising Council
for their torcsr lire prevcn(ion efibn. 

'fhe

campaigd was . huge success. Ho\ve\rr,
since Bambi w.s on loan froh DntrcI

lor onlv r ycrr, thc Forcr Sdlicc nccdrd
() crclrc ir orvn i.on, ind dr( int.ge of

'fhe 
rcal Iive Smokcl llcrr rppcrrcd

six  ycrn htcr  dur ing i  forcsr  f i rc  in
rh.  L incolD Nxrnnr . l  Foresr  in  rhc
Cip imn Mounr. ins of  Ncw Mcxico.
The firc rves sple.diog ripidl)', lnd
fbrc$ nn8c4, pcronncl fron, r nerrby
Arny base, srrff liom rhc Ncw Mcxico
Canrc Deprrrmenr, rnd civilirn volun-
iecs were crlled in tu a$ist. Twenty-four
oi the bravc lirutighrer we.e riapped in
rhe fire: p!rh, and lar down on a rock,
dide lbr more rhar in hour to escape tbe
scorching hear and flanes. Thcyemerged
from rhe ordcal unharmcd, bur noriced .
small berr cub thar hrd oken refuge in
a iree dDt \vas dirc.rlr in rhe parh ofrhe
fire. His hild less wer. badly buned and
his mo.hertr€s nowhere ro be tound. The
fireiehres nicknamed hih 'Horfoor

Teddy rnd brought him ro receive vet-

llnse Lrlister,

1 9
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Hotfoot Teddy soon became a

narional phenom€non, and the New

Mexico game wa.den offered the cub

ro the Forest Service with the under-

standing that rhe bear would help pub-

licize fire preventioo and conservation

Hotfoot Teddy became SnokeY Bear

and went to live at the National Zoo

in Vashington, D.C He pased awaY

rwenty-six yelis larer and is buried at

the Snokey Bear Hisrorical Park in

Capitan, Ne* Mexico.

Smokey's image continues ro convey

rhe tire prevention mesage to children

DEC forest ranges visit manY ele-

mentary schools cach year with a life'

sized Smokey Bear in row. Smokey ako

makes regular appearrnces in Pa.aclet

fairs and special functions

More than 100,000 wildfires

start each year because of

careless human behavior.

Over rhe yearo, however, SmokeYt

mcsase and image have evolved

somewhar to reflect rhe times. About

five ycarc ago. rhe official slogan was

changed from "Only You Can Preven!

lor€s Fires" Io "Only You Car Prev€nt

\flildfifes." The Foresr S€fvice wanted

people to know thar there are more

rhan jusr rorests ar rnk, rhere are also

fire rhreats ro p.ai.ies, grasslands and

rrngelands. In faci, wildfires clain an

area nearly equal !o the size of New

Hampshire every year. And while the

acreage of burned foresr has decreased

from 22 million acres in 1944 to 5

million acres in 2008, rhe incidenc€ of

wildff.es is on rhe .ise, at a co* of bil-

lions of dollare annualll

In recent years, Smokeyi mesage of

fire prevention hrs eken an inEresring

iwist-Snokey now inforns us that

some foresr ffres are okay Prior to ihis'

Smokey's mesage was that all foresr fires

are bad. But {ire profesionals wanr to

20

lhe i.on of forcst frc preve.tion for 65 yea6 Smokev Be continues to convev the file pre-

vention message to .hibren.

chrnge the public perception of fire in

our foresrs. Now, wildfire profesionrls

make a disrincrion beNe€n Sood and

bad 6res. Fires set inenrionrlly by Pro-
fessionals uoder conrrolled condirions, to

nanage ecosystens or reduce fuel loads

are called presdibed fires. Fires which

starr accidentally o. by natutal causes

such as lishtning s(ikes, bur are rllowed

ro burn under specific condiiions are

called natural prescribed fires

Scienrisrs oow undeamnd rhat fire

plays a major role in nany ecosysrems

Sone species, such as the pirch Pine
found in the Albany Pine Bush aod

rhe Long Island Pine Barrens, .equire

periodic fires to open seed cones a'd ro

allow regeneration of rhe species. Iire

also enhances woodland divereity by

allowing different plant species to rake

Nru Yorh S'tzu Arnatbxta Octob?r 2009
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$hib many forest 6rer ale bad, romeare set byfrrc professionak in contrclled situations.Ihese kinds of prercibed frles can help manage eco-
systems and allowfof gFater biological diversiry

the place of formedy large, homog'

enous stands ofmature rrees.

One hrndred yerre ofrotrl firc sup-

pression h.ve resuhed in accumula-

rions of forest fueh-dead rrees, fallen

branches and heavy leaf lirrer-on

rhe foresr floor. These condirions can

lead to rnore inrense fires. which arc

di f f icu l t  ro contro l  rnd cause morc

damage ro forer ecosy*ems rhan do

lower intenshy fires. Between 2004 and

2002 rhe runber of acres burncd due

ro wildfire each year was nearly double

rhe nar ional  annual  average of  4.6

milliod acres, despire rhere being ren

tbousand fewer nres. In 3ddirion, mofc

.nd more pcoplc. re bui ld ing homes r t

rhc forcr  cdge,  resul r ing in  propcrr r

valuc loscs in  the hundrcdsofnr i l l ions

in rhe evenr of a wildfire. Somc hrger

{ires have caused propeny los of nrore

rb.n $ l  b; l l ion.

Some "brd"  rv i ld f i res i re uninten-

rionaUy cius.d by humrns. They gen,

cra l ly  s t r r r  whete wi ld  land meets

suburban or urban arers, and cndrnger

properry of high value. These fires

igni te in  rhe absence of  f i re f ighrero,

allowing rhe fire ro expand and grow

oo.e inreDse,  making suppression

more difficuh. Typicrlly, these fires are

caused by burning r rash.  unarrcnded

campfires, brrbecue or woodstove coals

ind ashcs,  carctes d isca.d ing of  c isa-

rerres,  ch i ldren p lay ins wirh mirchcs,

areon,  and ourdoor machiner l  opeF

at ing wi thour  spark ar .estors.  Mo.e

rhan 100,000 wildfires sran each year

because ofcareles buman behavior.

Smokey Bear knows thar  many of

ihese wildfires are prevenrable, and

asks each of  us to s top and rh iok

about our behavior. Ar 65, smokey has

no inrenr ion of .er i r ing.  He renains

commited ro conrinue educating rhe

public abour rhe dangeB of fire, and

reminds us rhar "OnlyYou Can Prevenr

Wildfires."

Ellen Bidell is. cilizen pdnicipotion
speciolkt in OECt Divkion of PublicAfionsI

PREVEI {T
0 r e l D a l t

0t tY  Y0u  ca l l
, f | r . 3 m

Yt t t0  nEs.
c 0 n
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,ATea,
LegacY
ror ou years, votunEeers Ke
Don Bronson have been sharing
conservation messages and
making hunters safer.
Edilor's Noter This yeor morks the 60tn onniversory of New
York's Hunler Edlcolion Progrom. In observonce of ihis rnile-
sione, we ofier herein o profile of o.e volunleer Insrrucror
While you moy noi hove hod ihe good lorllne to meel Don
Eronson, he is symbolic of lhe mony insiruciors o.ross lhis
grcol sldte ot ours who lirelessly vol!nteer their lime lo pols
the troditions of huntins, orchery, woierlowl ldenli{icolion ond
lropping on lo lhe.ext generolion. D. Nelson

 
t \  f i . ionrdo" oI  v inr , ree Amer i . , rn rde-bv- . ide.- the

f  \Fores.  ra,ke,s.  Lefevcro-  would look r 'krncc r t  rh i r

Sear and Roebuck Co. brand. ft was, howevef, rhe nicesr of

the three double guns thar Paul Bronson, Don's erdesr son.

srid I could selecr from the estrre ofhis beloved oau.

The orher rwo. a severely rired sears Co. gun and a doppy

Brrzilian over/under, were entirely unsuitable for the mem-

ories I held of ny dear friend and m.nror Don Bronson

of Newfane, a quaint rown itr wesrern New York. Y/hile

f ine r rms col l rcron miBhr cJ l l  rhem "be{e6.  rh{  i . .  inex.

pensi'e, well-used iield pieces, I like ro rhink of rhe Sears

guns as all-Ame.ican, urilira.iin srr.ighr shooters-in every

respect like rheir previous owner.

You see, Don meacand-potaroes

guy. His sods Paul and Greg are likewise. A product ofrh€

posr-wrr era, Don was a U.S. Marine, college graduare, high

school science reacher and a respected hunrer safety and

waterfowl idenrificarion insrrucror for more rhan 35 yeaN.

In his rine, he raughr rholsands.

I

*

Don 5 c. racy s not  n h ismanyaccolades,  rather i t l ies in themany
le$ons he nst i led in  young huntetr  about  respect ing the wor ld

Asa respecred Hunter  Educar ion Mrsr$ ln$rucror ,  healso
(iughr dozeds oivolunreers ro become archery and 6rearms

salery trainers. His gravelly voice sounded, ar rimes, Iike lhe

heavy reporr ofa l0-gauge bearing down on overherd geese.

Dons somerimes 9.uff, impencrrable exrerior however, con-

leined a gende, unassuming manner rhar lenr nself to rhe
'\eachable momenr.' lt was . congenial mix ofdisciplining

farhcr, lovabte uncle, profesor, and comp€ririve brorher.

I fi.sr mer Don in 1973 as his hunrer srfery studenr. Two

yeare later, Dad rnd I enrolled in his waerfowlidenrificarion

course so we could hunr in rhe Iroquok Narional Vildlife

Refuge in wes.ern New York. In 1994, my sod Luke, age 12,

took Dons clas, and in 2000, Caleb, rr 12, followed suir.

Three generarions; one teacher.

Don believed rhar new hunrers should srarr wirh a sin-

g le- .hot ,horgun.  Hi \  man,r r :  unnS, s ingle"hor  imp,ove.

a young hunrert proficiency. In rine, graduaring ro a dou-

ble-barel was €qually sporting. To this day, many hunters

srill use rhese classic side-by*ides and overand-under guns,

preserviog rhe aesrhetics and mysrique ofa bygone era.
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Over the yean, Don received many

accolades f.on his peers. Ar rhe 2005

Conservat ion Federat ion awards

badquer in  Niagara Counry,  Don

received Bowhunrer Sakry Educ.ror

of the Year. A very surprised Donald

approached rhe emcee and t rPon

acceprins rhe award, leaned forward

inro ihe microphone and quier ly

declared, "ft's a conspiracl' Momena

Iate. ,  r f rer  rerurn ing to our  t rb le,  I

p.essed him to explain. He whispered,
.Others are more deserving."

In 2003,  rhe western NY chaprer

of Pheasann lorever sponsored Don,

me aod a couple of  othem ro r t rend

rhe fi6r workshop held in the stare

ro become Leopold Educlrion Projecr

facilimrors, to te,ch schoolreachere and

students the conserver ion phi losophy

ofAldo Leopold, considercd rhe frrher

of  wi ld l i fe  management.  Leopold 's

crowning lircrarl ichicvc cnr, A Slnd

Couat l  A lnanat ,  publ ished posrhu,

mols ly  in  1949,  is  rhoughr by many
(o be the def in i r ive sraremcnr on rhe

modern conservation erhic.

In one acr iv i ry .  par ! ic ipanrs were

asked to jot down the namc ofa peron

who had posi r ive ly  af fccred thei r

l i fe ,  and why.  Someone in the chs

indicrted thar Don had a signiffcanr

impact on their life, rhar he displayed

grerr inreg.iry and disciplide, and had

rhe gifr of a ralenrcd teacher. ln many

ways, rhey feli he espoused the vahes

anribured to the late, grear Leopold-

naturalist, conservarionist, sociologist,

Don had no rime forself,servingindi-

viduals, braggans or game law eiolarors.

At Niagara'Whearfield High School,

where he raushr for 26 yearo, former

students recall cerrain pupils being sus-

pended for disrespecr or tardiness.

Once,  in  a huntersafetychs f i l led to

capacity, rwo young men arriv€d lare-

three minures la te byour wrrchcs.  Their

swagger of  ind i f ference was readi ly

ipparenr as rhey app.oachcd Bfonson

!he Inst rucror .  Dons sten rebuke.

"You' re Iare;  the c lsss h is  a l ready

srar(ed,"  m.r  wi rh l i r t le  res isrance as

the pair rerurned ro thcir car.

I  suspect  Don's Mir ine Corps dury

couplcd wi th count less hours spcnt  in

hn beloved duck blinds snd dcer smnds

shaped h is  puncrual i ty  rnd focus.  Hc

posesed sharp wir and was well-rcad.

Ve spcnt many houn d iscu$ing cu rrenr

cnvironmenral iss,cs, arricles and books

t
{
€
q

q

g

DonS no nonsense, yet compasslonate, disposition made him and others like him-the
perfecl candidate to teach yo!ng hunte6 aboutthe lmportance of h!nter saf€ry and.on-

23
Nru Yoth Sate Amatioxi't, Octoba 2009
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Don's library conreitr€d mostl/

science and outdoo. .elated titles:

naruEl hkrcry botany, hunting, wood-

oafi, history. Ian McHargt 
'Design

wirh Nardre" was r favorite. McHargt

retrer-rhar wi'e land use and plannins

are necessa.y forhurnans to coexistwith

narure and netural proceses-held grcar

appeal to Don.

In the courry. rd ar  Niagata-

whcatfield, Don's students creered a

natural habirat complete wiih a pond,

turdes, narive tre€n shrubs and bird-

feeders. Songbirds, pheasrnts and

waterfowl frequently visited and occa-

sionally nesred there. He was proud of

the studcnrs' accomplishments. Like

Don's sometimes truff, impenetrable exterior
however, contained a gentle, unassuming manner

that lent itself to the "teachable moment."
Leopold, Don believed rhat inuoducing

youth to the joys or nature, whethet

huntins, fishing, uapping or simply nar-

velingin its beaury, was a key element in

building real American character.

Afrer reriremenr, Don conrinued to

share his underctanding of the co-de-

pendency of wildlife and habirat. As a

boerd member of the Ame.ican Chesmur

Foundation (ACF), Don distribued hun-

dreds of narive chestnut *edlings that he

grew in ca.dboa.d milk cartoff. Visirors

ro his ACF rabl€ ar conservation events

learned about the mre nees and were girn

a free iree with inst.trctions on how ro

nunure and gw one. For his effons, the

NYS Chaprer awarded him the Dnector's

Award for Excellence in Educadon.

Howeve., Don's legacy wasn't mcr-

sured in the many awards that he col-

lecred over rhe de€ades, bur in his

practicing wise stewrrdship of natural

resources, and pa.ticula.l)' fo. men-

toring young people. Don strcsed per

sonal accountability fof one's actions,

ro be knowledgeable in thc ubjcct one

Noronlydoer hunter safety eduction teach young hunteEvaluable and important le$ons, it aho prcmotes the practice of cons.ientious stew
adship of our natural rcsource'

From the digital collections of the New York State Library.
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purues,  and to sharc whrt  onc hrs

leamed for thc bcnefit of rbe rcsourcc

rnd for  thc dcvclopmcnr of  thc indi '

' lhesc 
i re rhe in tangib le rh i rgs dt i !

I  3m rctu indcd dfcvcry r inc I  shouldcr

t )ons o ld Scrr  twin-brrc l .  And somc-

r imcs in  rhe quier ,  I  hcor  l )on conprs-

sbnl te ly  rc lch mc yct .g. in .

Photogropher ond previous Conrervotionist
conrribubr Poul Schn.ll li€s ln Hihon, NY

t-.nili:'ttu

Ntu York State Cbtututionn| Octobi 2aa9
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Quodricattennial
--

byJenna DuChene

Taccl t e nmte Ho y Hudnn s 1609 t'oyage up tlt nL,er llmt tniDbenrshistn t,n
gnt fofilln of shrys sriled p tfu Hudso joti Batfct.\ Pot* to Alb1ntt iilSelltctnlLr

2A09. T1r: hllo.r,i.tg rrc hria of thc tost calebrotcd dtips thnt nade 4t tlu:flofilln.

rf
t-\

(

.'t7r; .7h// )l!,ur, rn r6oe, rh.
l )urch L is i  Indi i  ( lonr f rn l  .oDrrr i r -

snnrc. l ( lpr r in  l lcnr !  l lud$n,  i , )  c \ tkne

rhc Ncrv Worl.l vi.r thc rhit. ll,tltt i\[tu"

( l ) t r r .h  l iJ r  F l r lMdn).  l luJvr  Nu, ld

indccd r rp lore rhe srr rngc ncs hnr l

in  ser fch of  r  prssrguvr l  beovccn thc

Arhrr ic  ind l ' ic i f ic  occ i !s ,  bui  r r tbd

thrn f ind d, is  prsrgc,  hc rvould jnrcrd

discovtr rh. rivcr l.rcr n.rrcd rfier hin,.
'the 

HalJ itLnr is t rcplicr of thc Hal,t

n t . ,  rnd wis bui l t  in  Albrnv in  l ' )119.

The ship.cct r rxrc ly  depicts  thc seven-

re.nrh-cenr t r r )  sh ips of  thc Durch L. rsr

Indi r  Comp.ry,  rnd rcc rs  r  fk , r t ing

mrscurr ,  hold ing cvrnn rnd .oDduct ing

publ ic  .ducar ion. l  progrrm\.  Vis i rors

crn erpl,re the ship eod scc thc rccurare

f l .gs.  navigotnrnr l  too ls  lnd ordr i t inc

pi rxphernal i .  Iom H.nry Hud$n s

dav. Ofientimes rhe crerv is even fountl

in  rddi r iodxl  co lonia l  d fe$.  Voluntee.

crew members a.c liiven propcr treitring

dockside rnd, tmc to historv, evervone

aboard has an inpoinnr rolc ro plat:

Ljlllqlllllg!o'
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,'/Vi {,lt,ntt/, Nerry rour hundred
rears ago, Adriaen Block, a rnerchant

ship caprain. sailed up ihe Hldson River

ro explore resources discove.ed b;r Hen.y

Hudson on his maiden volage. Horvever,

Block and his crew were sranded after

a fire desrroyed their ship, rhe 4'.+r.
Instead ofwairing lor a ride, drough, rhcv

decided ro build a nsv ship. This ship.

dre Orrart, took six montlx to builtl.

Wirh irs complction, rhc Oara$ bccrnrc

the lirc ship cver built entircly in thc

New \(/orld, and thus the firt evs buih

i. New York. ln drcir ncrv ship, Block

and his cres explorcd much of Nsv

EnglaDd, givi'rg rhc a!c. tbc n.m. N.w

Neiberldnd.Thereplicr O,nf, r nrenbtr

of thn Septe-beis florilla, rook rhree

Jears ro complctc. In xccord.nce \vith

rhe non-pro l i r  srcup Ne$ Nerhenrnd

Ilourcs, lnc., Cerald dc vcctut, . mdts

irimc muscum cumtor from Holhnd.

sperheadcd the build. The rcsuh is rn

urazing,.ccurarc rcplic. of Lllock s ship.

On Mry 10, 1009, it rvrs hunched inn,

the l \4ohr i rk  l t ivcr , .nd l ikc rhc l t f

L|oa", the O"t r is ̂  froitinq nruseum

wh*e rhe public can hrm rlmut ecn-

tcenrh'ccntury n riimc erf lo.irions.

Jenno DuChene s the sro l fwr i te ,  o l

'Il|e 
ship Onfusr

Neu York Snr ConmanonLt, O,tober:A09
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0 gRerly compiled byJenna Ducheneand Eiteen Stesemann

Smarter than the
Average Bear
A small, niddle-agod 6male black bcar in
thc northeartcrn Adirond:cla hu become
a mtional celebriry Called Yellow-Yellow
for the rwo ycllow ear tags that biolo-
gists pur on to keep rabs on her, rhe bear
har figurcd out how to open tie once-be-
lieved impenetnble songe canister, rhe
BarVault500. The canister is one ofrnany
on thc marka meant to keep campert food
and necesitiix safe and secure, away from
rumrnaging bcar paws. Vhile the vault
baffled the biggest grizzlies in Yellonsone
National Park, Yellow-Yellow deciphered
the canister's nicky locking nechanism.
(Author's note 1ou haw rc squceze dre lid
hard in a panicllar spot while simultane-
ously twisting-there are many people,
myselfindude4 *+ro han di$ronry doing
this.) Eye-witnesses to the beart cuming
pmblem-sohing dacrih€ how she bher the
canistert lid and twiss her whole head

28

to remove it. Campcrs have also reponed
sccing other bears starting rc solvc thc
puzzle. Currcntly, the makcrs of the
BearVauh500 arc developing a new can-
irtcr and plan o tcsr it on nonc othcr than
Yellow-Yellow

Archery in the Schools
tuchery is thc ncw gym choice for many
studeng in some sclnols acrors N€w Yo*

State. Fim begun in sekt NewYo* rlrools
in Jaruary 2008, dre National Archery
in the Schoois Progan (NASP) seeks to
promote student educatioq physicd edu-
cation and panicipation in the lifelong
spon ofarchay NASP is aimed at 4th-l2th
gmde$ and t€xcJ6 ardrcry hkorn efttl,
technique, cquipmenr, mental concen-
tration and seliimprovanent Inarcstingly,
it appears that studenrs *do dont nor-
mally participete and enjoy spons-rclated
o. ocm-€ulricdar ecthitics sc€m to orcel
at dE pmgram. Twcn+€igh s€hooh 6om
2l New York school distri(s parricipat€
in NASB and an additional 25 schooh
arc signing up rhis Fr. For more infti-
mation on NASB visit DEC| rcbsite at
www.dccny.gov/ortdoor/49506,htrnl

Native Returns
Recently, sciendstr discovcrcd wild young
Adantic salmon in rh. Salmon Rilrr, Ncw
York's largcst cold'rter tributary to L:ke
Onorio. Gone 6om the rivcr since the latc
1800s-thc reult of overlishing, dcfor-
estation and construcrion of d.ms-rhc
rcturn ofwild salmon after more than a
100-year abscnce is cause for celebntion.
One posible explanation for rheir rcturn
is that thc invasive alewife, a small prey
fish of the salmon, has been decrasing
in numbcr. Alewife contain high levels
of thiaminas€, which when eeten caur€s
low leveL of thiarnine in adult salmon and
tkir eggs, and the carly death of newly
hatched fuh. The dismnry ofloung wild
salmon (offspring of previoudy srocked
fish) povides hope rhat rhe fish will
steadily grow and tlrive. DEC and the
United Stae* Geological Survey plan to
conrinue to monitor tributades ro tmck
populations ofthir imponant narive ffsh.

Ntu Yo* SraE Gftd,ztionitt Octtb.r 2UD
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Daredevil Muskie
A ugged muskellunge is belised to bave
survived a rrip over Niagan Falls. Thc

muskie, originally ngged rnd releas.{ in

rhe Upper Nirgra Rinr near Nary kland
in 2008, was eught by an anglcr this pas

March in rbe tnwer Niagrra Rinr. Vhile
the 6sh could have rnveled by wry of the
\?elland Canal ro the t ake Ontario sysrem,
biolotis$ feel rhis is unlikely, and that the
more probable route was via Niagaa Falh.

This wouldnt be the fint time, rs previous
srudies have also documented similar rnus

kellunge movemenn from rhe Uppcr to
Lower Niagan River.

EAB lnvades New York
The destructive, non-native emerald ash
borcr (EAB) has been found in New Yotk.
DEC and the New York State Depanment
of Agricuhure and Markers first docu'
menred (he inlasive ins€c! in Catta.augus
Counry bur how far rhe insect has spread
is unknown. EAB is responsible for the

desnucrion ofmore than 70 million uh tras
in the United Stares. DEC md sraff fmm
various orher agencies and organi?.arions set

rnps and conducted suneys of suspeaed
inf€cred xrers to derermine the nnte ofdl€
beetle in New York. lflou see one of the
purple prism naps, please leave it undis-
urbed. To prevenr EAB from spreading
tunher, DEC is asking everyone ro follw

rhe new firewood regulations tound at
w*v.dec.ry.gov/aninals/23722.htnl
For more intormation on EAB, vnft BTT.
dec.ny.gov/animabi 7253.htnI.

Winning Marinas
Two marinas are being recognized for
providing ourstanding marine pumpour
seivices. Boaters nominaie the mrrin:rs
during a boatcr survcy conducted by the
New York Stare Environmentrl F:rcilnies
Corporation Clean Vessel Asisrance
Program (CVAP). Thc annual cxccllence
awards recognize marinrs that provide
hish-qualiry, affordablc pumpour ser
vic€s, thus prolecting and improving
warer qurliry in tbe statet navigable
waterways. This ycais winners werel
the City of New Rochcllc Municipal
Marina ar the Echo Bry Yrcht CIub
(nor'for'profh/municipalitics caregory)i
and Brrem Mrrine Inc. on rhe Cayuga'
Scncca Canal and Finger Lrkcs (privarc

mxdna caregory). The wirning mariMs
will receive grants that reimbune the con-
sftucrion, mainrenance and promorion of
thenfacilities. For morc informarionabour
CVAI visir wrr',nys€fc.org and click on
CVAP in $e "Programs' menu.

This November, Long Island hunten
will be rble ro enjoy tbe first wild rurkey
hunring season. \fild rurkey disappeared
from the area il thc mid n inctc€nth century
due to a reducrion in forestsl habnrt, bur
thanks to reintroducdon efforts, the pop-
ular'on h now estimared ar more rhrn

3,000. The new hunting season will be
open in all of Suflolk Counry and limited
ro five days. Succesful hunrers will be
encouraged to bring harvcsrcd birds to a
DEC check smtion so sraffcrn mord data
rc use in evaluadng rhe season. For details,
reguladons and guidelina of the new wild
rurkey sexon, plexe vft DECt websne ar
w.de.ny.gov/outdoor/8366.htrnl.

B

Long lslandt First
Turkey Season

Ediors NoE ?kar note that on pag.25 ofthc June 2009 i!$a, ttu uurllla,r
pictured arc taitem tent cateryilkr:, nu the :inilar-loolingforc't Eut cttelilhr. The
acconpanying phan lnu tk &ffrenc-rhe eaan tent cat rpi n has a u)bite line
dnun n' brch aith light bluc a d
blach spus on it ides; the fuat tent

krpi $ hat whit faotlrint-'haped
narh kln it: bach and ligb blue
:tripa on tu ndcr. In allinn, Jimr
tmt ratapilkr dn not nahe tena in

b f t G P p * n M k h i g : i s b € U n k E i t y 3 4 | d , q
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X lfff f nS Compiled by Eileen sresemonn ond Jenno DuChene

Dinner for Two

Enclosed k a pi€rure raken on our back deck. I nevei saw a

turkey rnd a squirrel shrre r merl rt a bird feeder beforel ls rhis

Mr Bi l lFrankl in

Monticello, Sullivan County

Thit ccrmi l it an untnal pboagrapb. v4u turkct' and gq

quineb tharc thnilarfood pr.Jir.ne'. In Mtwll Ldbitat', thet bol,

prcfo " ha na't," s"ch d' th. bu! of Mh na' (dan, a"d t ach

treet (tucchnru). wh Nea Yolh' foft't' prodw lnrd na* in

abmdat4 it h not uuual ro re iy oJ nrhrl, deo, bcar, gaw,

aat qrittcU n th unc sndlt dr.d, at thac e.cic' fotus. a d.on'

pctc lor acorns and bcahnuc Sccd in bird ftcdot 2rouida inihr

high orrgy foodt d nal drltct u"Bkl nunbo! ot as.nbtags

of uiurif.. ',rh n' th pdins pi.ruled h.ft.

-Gordon Barchellec DEC Vildlife Biologisr

Piebald Deer
Co,'.r,atio,i't i^ren Frlka Hooker shared this picrure ofher

l6-year-old broiher Mirchell wirh his firsi whire{ailed dee.

The six-point piebald (technically, 'tkewbrld" is the corecr

tern here) bftk was raken on the family fa.m in Richfield

Springs durins bow season lasr November. An avid ourdoos-

man, Mitch was named the Young Hunter ofthe Year by the

Adirondack-Carskill Chap.er of Safari Club Internarional. The

chaprer senr him to a weekJong leadenhip camp in Jackson
Hole, Wyoning.

Co"g/atuldtions to Mitc, ot ti' di$i".ti". b,.k. Pi.baui'n i' aa

u,cohmo, g.,.ti turiatiot ih bhit.aaihd d..r ttat cau'c' th.

bothdlt ,hlfortu bnun part' ofa d.er'! codt to be nortLd uitb

uhite, 'inikr to t litto ?ory. ftorgt oftcs /'.d int./.hang.-

dbu, th. t./n pkbdd u'u$ rcfcn to btach and uhitc cohntiot;

'I.ubald r.I.t o u hit. asd nt-blatk colorationt.

-Eileen Stegemann, Assistant Ednor

Friendly Chickadees

The October 2008 arricle, "Back Trails, Naruret lrony,' srruck a

chord wnh ne. I have been a bow hunrer for more than fifty ytan,

and a few yeas ago I gor the idea offeeding rhe birds*hil€ I wir

As frr as the birds are concerned, I am parr of rhe rree, especially

wirh rhe friendly chickadees. They land on my head, shoulders,

bou arrou pant leg or anyotherhandy perch.l feed them out of

ny hand soDerimesjusr for rhe rhrill.

One year I had a srnoge chickadee rhar appeared all season. h had

sevenl exrra tail feathes growing above and left ofthe regular tail.

One of the feather wn even growing upside down!

Kennefi G. Furness

Aurora, Cayup Counry

rhaik' fol 'harirs. h\ ee to bear fnn a fttku bunm uho hat

enjo!.d a initar erp.ie,ce.

-Dave Nelson, Editor

From the digital collections of the New York State Library.



X lrrrrns
Dish Network
Here is a phom my uncle Doug took. The beaver lodge was in

rhe south inlet of Raque$e Lake. Weie wonde.iDg ifit! Direct

TV or Dish NeNork and if they have HD.

Jenniflt Peyser

Trol Rensselaer County

Thanks fat the anwng pbotogtu?h. obriont, tuhoe,er ptned

tle dbb ort thre ha,! a caa ofhu-o,.
-Jenna DuChene, staff \Trirer

(a
_l

Write to us
Conseryolionist Letlers, NYSDEC, 525 Broodwoy
Albony, NY 12233-4502
or e-moil us ot: mogozine@gw.dec.sioie.ny.us

W nfvlmut ,:r, L,.o M,,ro,cy
l ) f l ' r ' l l un i l r r a l  r i ' .  r , '  / \ (  o l l i l i l t k ! :

A  GL t j r i c  t !  L )ee , r  l t | r l  r<  i l l  i ' l l i ' . , v ,o rks6  i \ . / ]  i o  i , / \ i  r ' l \ r  i r o  r r l  t i . . , ,

By Dan Ladd

168 pages; sofr cove. $17
Noruh Country Books. Inc.
www.nonhcountrybooks.cor.' l3t5)1 35' 487 7

Visn any bookslore or spori

shop rnd you wi l l  see lors

of  books on deer bunt ing.

However, ifyou are intercsrcd

in htrn(ing in rh€ Adirondacks,

Dcn Hrnti"gih th. Adirc n*t

belongs on your shell Vrirten

by Adirondrck resident and

deer bunter  Dan Ladd,  th is

book is easy ro read rnd flows

nicely. k is desigoed pridarily

as a guide for those who want

rc experience the challenge of

Adirondack der hunting, which means that even experienced

hunre.s will find ir enjoyable and useful.

Ladd gives realisdc ideas ofwhat is involved in hunriog, how

to hunt, and sggesions on where to go. Sone hunters may

be ovevhelmed by the vasness ofthe Adirondacks, but this

Nru Yorh Sux Grnanoniu, Odobn 2009

book nakes it easy by providing sccrions otr hunting locirioos,

inclrrd ing descriptions of thc tcfrlin and ihc drcx\ h.birar. Likc

3ny hunring guidc, rhcre ire chapren oo techniques. wearher

and *capoos. as well as sccrions on cquipmenr, erhics, safety

rnd orher hunring concerns. One chrpler in p iicular focuses

on ho*Adirondack hunrcrs g.r ib.ir bucks.

\(rhile some books on deer hunting ire either roo basic or

too technical, Ladd's book contains an intclcsrins ind man-

agerblc combination ofresrh€tics and praclical adlice. on rop

of!har, Ladd spiccs up Dzo H"iti'ls ifihe Adirosdath wtth

his own love of rhe Adirondacks and deer hunring, which you

can grasp rhrough his descripriors rnd personal aoecdores.

V/harwas most enjoyable in Deo Hmting ih the Aditunda.k'

was rhfi anid the advice and guidelines came the spirit of

r  hunrer  who.pend. , l l  drv in  ,he woods wi ,hour .ceing,

dcer but *ill says whar a great day n was. Ir is something rhat

everyone should erperience. This spirir and the spirit of rhe

Adilondacks are very apparcn in L^dd's book. Det Htntihg

h the Adirondachs will acually rnake you want to get up and

go hun.ing.

Qneldo County reside.l ofd ourdoor writer Leo Moloney is pon
president, ond currenr se.relory of the New York Sloie Oudoor

3l
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Always an Adventure
by Kelly lslet

It wouldnt be a strctch to say that my

childhood was...well, different. As one

of thrce children of a New Yuk Srate

Environmental Conservation Officer
(Ecol there was nevcr a dull moment

growing up. From lare night phone ells

requidng m/ father to go out on a search

wirh his K-9, ro looking out thc window

ar rhe back ofhis police truck (or si'nply

opening the freezer in our garage) and

finding road-killcd decr carcases-or

pans ofthem-used for aaining purposer.

onc could say rhar rhe hlcs household is

not a place for the fainr ofhean.

I will spafe you thc goricst ofderails;

leis jusr say that life was always inrer

csting. You may think thar thcsc cl€-

mcnrs madc mc wish that my dad would

have chosen a differenr career; bur you'd

bc mistaken, I havc lcarncd that onc

must take rhe bad (and thc gros) with

the good in life. And thcfc is always

morc good than bad.

Along wirh deer

house, weve had dogs that are specially

trained to detect them. Throughour my

farher's career, he hrs rrained, worked

with, and retned rhrce K-9s and is cur'

r€ndy mining hh founh. The dogs grew

up with my siblings and ne, each one as

rnuch a part of the family as our orher

pets. Vhen one of the K-9s reti..d, ii

would sray home full time wirh our

famil/. For us, a K-9's reriremen. meanr

that if we didn'r have a new dog yer,

we'd be gerring one very soon. k has

always been something that my brother.

sister and I looked fomard to-another

adventure. My mom looked forward to

awake undl he came homc,listening for

hh h€avy boors coming up the stairs ro

wake us up, give us each a kks and let

us know h. was hone safe. Those early

mornings, when ny dad would sir on

the cdge of ny bed, still cold and *er

from being outdoors, are some of ny

All of these things make ne proud

to b. ny farh..'s daughtcr proud rhat

pcople rurn ro him in a timc of nced,

proud that he works so hard ro rnake

sure peopl€ arc environmentally con-

scious and law-abidi'9.

I wouldnt changc a rhing abour

growing up whh my dad as an ECO. Iti

becn a great advcnturc, and I have lcarned

so much from hin. I havc a fccling that

I'll stil! be learning fof ycars to co'ne.

K.lly lsl.3 is o senioroi Nolo6th Collos6 in

this as wcll, ifonly h werent for the dog

hai....eve.ywhe.c you can imagine!

I have never secn anyonc pur as much

love and dcdicarion inro rheir work as

my dad docs when het wofkingwirh his

dogs. Along wirh famil/, dogs are his
joy in life. Our family has deah wirh the

dearhs of rwo of my farhcr's K,9s. The

passing of his dogs never slowed him

dowo; insted, he became morivrted ro

r.ain otherdogs. Evenrualln rhis passion

led him ro succeed as coordinrtor ofthe

K-9 unit.

On many occasions my dad was

called our fo. a search in rhe niddle of

rhe night. Hea.ing him leave wirh his

K-9 alvays nade me feel proud. Bur the

older I gor, rhe more nervous I becane.

I r€alized that nor even my drd always

kn€w wher he would find on a search,

or what potentially dangerous situarion

he might encounter. I always stayed Gwing up in the lrles hous€hold ms mll ditre€nr

Neu Yor* Stdlz Cowmatintist, (rctobe, 200932
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COREervationist
D Yes! Ente/Extend l4Y Subscription at 512 for 6 issues

O Billmelatet

as if h ls loaded

dtherdgger

Hunting El Yes! Enter a GIEJ Sublciption at sl2 for 6 issues

Gifr orders must be ple-paid.

Gtft

Hunter Education
saftty, wildljf€ Cityl

starezip:
Other sp€<i.l

Give the gift of a Conservationist
magazine subscription to:
A schoolor student
Donation to a non-profit
Any lover of the outdoors!

lhe paFnt or guardlan.

HunteE 12 through

a lkens€d parent or
hunter de5ignated

dangemus? Family members
Teachers
Local Library

death than hunting.

endanger wildlife?

is highly legulated.

sto(kToo many animals

hdp5 manage populationt

6uBToll-fr e I {8&HUNT-ED2

HUNTIN6'In^DMON

LD

Pfi oneTolFfie l-88&HUNT-ED2

NYS/ARD
625 Broadway
Albany, NY 12233-7253
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Reducing Our Wa
Too Many Plastic Bags...lt'r A

We can tavethe eneryyequivalent

USEPA enimates 500 billion{ tillion

bags are used worldwide every yeatl

In NewYork Cityalone, one less
grc€ery bag per person peryear

would reduce warte by 109tons

and save 5l 1,000 in disposal corts.

Eecome one ofthegrcwing numb€f

ofconrumers who bring their
own bag when shopping, thereby

redu€ing the number of paper and
plastic bags used.

Conservatiomst makes the perfect holiday gift!

call 1-800-678-5399
For only S12 you can havethewonde6 of
NewYork State delivered as a gift six trmes a year.

! ."* t o,* ,,u," ,"ounment o' h nvtronme-rar Lonsetuaron

NewYork Recycles!
Pledge Card and Entry Form

Here is how lam renewing mycommitmentto recycling in the coming yeat rch*k a rapprcp'iare b.rct

fl lwill recycle at home, workand/or school.

E lwillbuy re€ycled-content products and packaging.

fl I will purchase environmentallyfriendly products.

E I willtry composting at home.

O I will return my deposit botdes and cans.

E lwillencouGge othe6 to reduce, reuse, recyde and bag recycled products and packaging.

Please entef me in the NY State Ddwinq to promote Kycling and buying recycled that willbe held on o.abolt
December 1s,2009, One entry per pe6on. No pwchase n<essaryYou. namewillbe keptconidential, it willnotbe

Daytime phone, include area code:-

E Plea* chak hee if you ae under the age ot 18,

For @n!.rt tu16 Eo to our Ebrire gw.d4iy.gd

Plastic bags are recycled at most

9rocery and rctail no€s.

Too Many 8ottles...lt3 A waste!
Single{€Ne bottles are the fanest
grcwing beveage choice in the

Nea y 2.5 billion bottles ofwater are

sold in New Yo* alone-stacked end

toend, theyd rcach the moon.

Bottl€d wat€r cons as much as 5I 0 per

gallon, where tap water costs less than

Nationally, only 1096 of plastic bottles
ale Fcycled-9096 end up as gabage

of I 1 barrek of oil, if oneton of
bags is rcured or recycled.

8e a lefiller, not a landfrlled Look fof a

safe, durable water container and use

This saves money and reduces waste.

From the digital collections of the New York State Library.



2008 Big Buch Club Ataards
Tbe Neu Yorh Sa* Big Buch Cluh Inc. is o ptlvaie orsonizoiion thol mointoins records of lorge

ond beqr rqken in New York. Eoch yeor since 1972, the Bis Buck Club hos recognized the hunlers who

lhe lorgesi lrophy bucks in the siole. The winner in eoch coiegory receives on originol pointing by renowned

ond former Conservottontst ort direcior woyne Trimm.

orl is l

t

Lorgesl Archery Deer:
Token inr Er ie Couniy

Score: 170-4
Typicol

Poinis:  l0
Token by: Siephen Hess

Lorgest Gun Deer:
Token in:  Orleons County

S c o r e :  I 7 l  - 6

Typicol
Points:  l0

Token by: Donold McKoy

)

From the digital collections of the New York State Library.
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Visit online:
www.TheConservationist.oro

From the digital collections of the New York State Library.




