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Hon. Robert Macerate 
Executive Chamber 
State Capitol 
Albany 1, New York 

Re: Senate Intro. 3716 1 Print 4674 
By Mr e Albert 
APPROVED 

Dear Mr. Macerate: 

This is another basic bill relating to the Constitutional 
Amendment voted by the people intended to make for a reorganization 
of the court system in this State I with particular reference to New 
York City, and to improve the administration of criminal justice. 

For the past several years we, with others, were active in 
urging the Constitutional Amendment before the Legislatures and 
while the proposed amendment was before the people for final 
consideration. 

The many reasons for the need of reorganization of the criminal 
courts have been frequently stated and there is no need for repetition 
at this time, for it is certain that all of this material is available 
to you and th~ Governor. The fact that the above bill has finally 
been approved as a result of the study and examination by many groups 
is good reason for approval by the Governor at this time. There may 
be some need for changes in the future but the much needed reorganization 
can, with the Governor's approval, become operative and, as reasonably 
expected, its many merits will be increasingly evidento 

We urge the Governor to approve the bill. 

Sincerely yours, 

ERC:fh 
~· 

General Secretary 
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s.r. 3724.; P .. L~602 

Crim:~nal Court of' the City of' rTew York 

11rnis Oil]_ est2JJl~1 sl1es the ';rir:15 .. I10.l ,:;Ollrt for tl1.e City 
o.f i1e1~; 2{oI•1{. 0111~ core.~-817.ts 1~::lt]:1 1~esT::ect to tl1.e a.6111ir1:Lstr8tion 
of th,::: G:1.v:Ll Court 2.ncJ. tt1c rule :::-:1.;:-1-:in, 0 ::mthorj_ ty o·P the 
Ap~ellRtc Jivisions nre o~ually nnnlic0ble here. 

'Th.is b:U.l 2.r;1E::1ds '.3.~".c. corl'."octs c.:;::i sting l' 1m only i:nso:f ar 
t1s tt~.e e[;tt;~~)J.ts~~~er1t o! tb_e c1~i1~1~-~~J-~ ~0!_1~t in .\Je11 ~r?rl-r Gity 
:i.s COl!.Ccrned. Correct::i.on ncce:Js:,_t;ru::,ect oy the crr:r1v}_on and 
aboJ.l tion of ot~1er courts under the ::1.cw rt:i cle 6 of' the Con
s t:1. tu t:i.on is net L1::o_,~e in this bill. .L'his sesm.s a confusing 
1-:ri;r to hr:_ .. rtc1J_t~ i~1.1cse cor:7c)ct;5_011.s a11cl 1Jc r1rc uns.b~le to 111ake 
any Ju gr1ont s.s to, ~:ccuracy of this c0:1.i'ormin- J.en:islat:i.on. 
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BUDGET REPORT ON BILLS 
30-DAY BILL 

Session Year: J962 

§ENATE 

Pr: 4674 S ~ 3 7/ 
Introduced by: 

Mr. Albert 
Pr·; 

Int: 3716 Int: 

Law: New York City Criminal Court Act Sections : Varfous ( all new) 
(new) 

Subject a nd Purpose: In relation to establishing the criminal court of the city of 
New York and abolishing the courtof special. sessions of the city o:f.' New York am, 
the city magistrates' courts of the city of New York 

Division of the Budget recommendation on the above bill: 

X Approve: ____ Veto: ____ No Objection: ___ _ No Recommendatio.n: ____ _ 

l. ~ose of bill: See above. 

2. Summa.r.y of provisions of bill: This bill: 

(1) Establishes the New York City Criminal Court Act effective September l, 
1962 

(2) Continues the justices of the court of special sessions and the 
magistrates of the city magistrates' courts who were in office on 
March l, 1962 to be continued as criminal court judges on September l, 
1962. 

(3) Provides that all personnel costs and other expenses will be a 
New York City charge. 

(4) Provides that the_appellate divisions of the SuprE>.me Court in the 
first and second,.fudicial depa.rtfilent~ separately or jointly, shall 
superviBe the a.dnti.nistration a.r..d operation of this court. 

(5) Provides ten year terms for the judges 

(6) Provides an annual salary o~ $21,500 for each judge. 

3. Prior J.egislati ve history:. None. 

4. Arguments in support of bill: Section 15 of Article VI of the State Con
stitution provides for the establishment of a single court of city-wide 
criminal j\U'isdiction. This bill, therefore, implements Article VI of the 
Constitution which was approved by the people in November 1961. 

5. through 7. : No comment • 

8. Byd~j;§ry implis;;<a,;ti™: Although this bill, as such, has no budgetary impli
cations concerning salaries of the criminal court judges, a bill (Senate Intro. 
3948, Print 4750) passed by the Legislature provides State aid in the amount Date: __________ Examiner; __________________ _ 

Dl.sposi tion: Chapter No: Veto Date: 
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of $10,000 for each criminal court Judge in New York City providing they accept 
the provisions of the bill. On septmber l, 1962, 24 justices of the Court of 
Special Sesaions and 54 magistrates of the City magistrates' court will become 
erim:1n&l court judges. At $10,000 per judge for 3 months (the State aid. bill 
becom.es effective on Ja.nua:ry- 1, 1963), the total cost to the State for l-962-63 
will be $195,000 and $78o,ooo thereafter. 

Disposition: Veto Date: 
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THE JUDICIAL CONFERENCE 
OF THI: 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
270 BROADWAY 

NEW YORK 7. N. V. 

BARCLAY 7-1G16 

April 10, 1962 

Hon. Robert Macerate 
Counsel to the Governor 
The fta te Ca,pi tol 
Albany, New York 

Dear Mr .. Macerate: 

Re: Senate Int. 3716, Print 4674 
(by Mr. Albert) 

I 
I 

THOMAS I". McCOY 
STATII: AOMINllllTl'tATOl't 

This will acknowledge your request for comments and 
recommendatlon upon the above-mentioned bill, which is one of 
a package of bills recomrr;ended by the Joint Legislative Commit
tee on Court Reorganization.. This particular bilJ establishei, 
the new city-wide court of criminal jurisdiction in the City 
of New York. 

The bills recommended by the Joint Legislative Com
mittee are designed to implement the provisions of the new 
Judiciary Article which become!: effective on September 1, 1962. 

The icial Conference has not officially passed upon 
the detailed provisions contained in these bills .. Indeed, to 
do so would require a period of study at least as lengthy as 
that required to draft the proposals. 

Thi:: matter approving implementing legislation under 
which the collrt structure can function in ptember is an over
riding neces~;i ty., At this juncture it would be unwise for any 
reason to postpone approval of this package of bills .. Judges, 
Qdministrs.tors, clerks and lawyers alike must be able to plan 
the processing of cases under the new court system and must have 
available to theUA the detailed provisions under which they will 
function .. 

I would recommer::d th3t this bill 1 together with the 
other bills proposed by the Joint Legtrlative Committee on Court 
Reorganiz.a tior1 be approved .. 

Sir..cerely yours, 

State Administrator 
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Robert Macerate, Esq. 
Counsel to the Governor 
Executive Chamber 
Albany, New York 

S. Int. 3716, Pr. 4066,, 46'{4 

Dear Mr. Macerate: 

ANTHONY S. GENOVESE, SECRETARY 

,?pproved; comment 

This bill proposes to establish a criminal, court of 
the city of New York and abolish the court of special sessions 
of the city of New York and the magistrates 1 courts of the city 
or New York. 

The proposed bill conforms substantially to the pro
posed statutory amendments set forth in Volum.e 5 of the report 
of the Joint Legislative Cow,xnittee on Court Reorganization .. 
With regard to the amandments proposed in Volume 5., the Committee 
on Court Reorganization of the Association of the Bar made a 
number of suggestions. Most of these suggestions have been 
incorporated into the proposed bill. 

Nevertheless, there are certain amendments to the pro
posed bill which the Committee on the Reorganization of the 
Courts of the Association of the Bar would make .. The references 
below are to page and line numbers in Senate Intro .. 3716, Print. 
4066., 4674. 

1. Page 2 - line 24. It should be noted that sec
tion 20 of the proposed bill contains the language sug
gested by the Committee. 

54 
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Robert Macerate, Esq. 
Page 2 April 13, 1962 

2. Page 3 - line 13. Section 21 of the proposed bill 
is an improvement over section 21 as originally proposed, 
but it does not go so far as suggested by the Committee. 
The Commit'tee I s suggestion was that joint supervision and 
a single administrative judge be mandatory, r:ather than 
permissive, as provided in the proposed bill.' 

3. Page 5 - line 5. Section 3 of the proposed bill 
p:Povides for a sala~.r of $21,500.,00., The Com.mittee recom
mends that this be increased to $25,000.00. 

4. Page 5. In the bill as originally proposed and in 
a previous print.,, 4066, of the proposed bill, there was a 
section, subdivision 4., providing for the appointment of 
additional judges·when the need arose. This section is not 
contained in the proposed bill. 

5. Page 5 - line 20. There would appear to be no 
need for the words 0 and depu.ty chief" (uclerksu should be 
changed to nclerkl') .. There is no reference in section 23 
of the proposed bill to deputy chief clerks, although it is 
set forth in the title. 

6. Page 13 - line 17. The Committee originally sug
gested, and adheres to the recom.'Ilendation, that there should 
be a provision for an extension of 48 hours where,for good 
cause shown, the district attorney cannot file within a day. 

7. Page 17 - line 4. The Com.~ittee suggested, and 
adheres to the recommendation, that 1ihe time be Ii8 hours 
instead of 24 hours, since 2l~ hours is probably insuffi
c 1ent time., 

8. Page 32. The Committee originally sug 6ested, and 
adheres to the reconunendation, that a new section 63 be 
added which would cover section 83-a of the New York City 
Criminal Courts Act with regard to the payment of fines of 
traffic courts .. 

Subject to the above corrunents, tie approve the bill. 

Very truly yours, 

. ~ ll,t -uv•,, d 
. ,g;.u:i_ 

~ Les H. Halpin 
Chairman 
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April 9, 1962 . 

Hon. Robert Macerate 
Counsel to the Governor 
Executive Chamber 
Albany, New York 

Dear Mr. Macerate: 

Re: senate 3d Rdg. 1138; Print lt066, h674; 
Intro. 3716 by Nr. Albert 
Senate Print No~ 4680; Intro. 3920; 
introduced by Committee on Rules 

HUT Clud.u 6trut 

lfo11 lark 13. Jf. I. 

Due to inadvertent error, a letter sent to you under date of 
April 6., 1962 covering the above bill was referred to as 
senate Print., 4074, li602; Intro. 3724. I shall appreciate 
your substituting the attached letter for the similar letter 
of April 6., 1962. 

Sincerely yours, 

vhief J~ 

J'MM: jes 
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