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NEW YORK !>TATE ASSEMBLY 

R.R. NO: Ei8 SPONSOR: J:..aVALlE ·-
AN ACT TO AMIEND THE EDUCATION LAW. IN RELATION TO COMMIUHITY COLLEGE 

PROGRAMS. 

YEA ABRAMSON,E:K YEA HEAl.E'l'.PB YEA IPASSANNA~nE, IJF% 
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1979 

The Senate Bill 
by Mr. lAV~lL£.,__, --=:.ft::;_;_L_.u..._·_ 

Entitled: " 

Calend.ar No._ ~? 0 .. ') 
Senat,e No . .::~ J?lf S-A 
Assem. Rept. No. __ _ 

,. was read the third time 

3885-A L«VAl!..LE 

Im . act to amend 1;hEi education la11, in irela
t:i.on to community college p,rogira,,s 

., 

The Presidem put the question whether the Senate wouMl agree to the final passage of said bill. the 
same having been printed and upon the desks of the members i.n its final form at least three calendar 
legislative days, and it was. decided i.n the affirmative, a majority cf all the 5€:nators elected voting in 
favor thereof and three-fifths being present, as follows: 

. . 
i:s111===n==i=i 

AYE Di!:t. NAY AYE Dist. 
=~: =:- - ~ .. 

12 Mr. Ackermm1 2 Mr. lack 
47 Mr. Andersm1 1 Mr. laVall,e 

NAY 

49 Mr., Auer 29 fl.fr. leichi;;:--=-- °Etma-·--= ..... . -
Ui Mr. Babbush 8 Mr. Levy 
45 Mr. Barclay 50 Mr. Lombardi 
U!I Mr. Bartosiewicz OC!JSEID 24 Mr. Marchi 
23 Mr. Beattv UllUSEl\1 5 Mr. Marino 

9 Mrs:. Berman 11:lliViW 19 Mr. Markowitz 
33 Mr. Bern.ttein 28 Mr. McCall 
41 Mr. Bruno 21 Mr. Mega 

7 Mr. Caemmiirer 30 JV/rs. Mendez 
34 Mr. Calandrn 42 Mr. Nolan 
25 Mr. Connor 27 JI/Ir. Ohrenstein 
48 Mr. Cook 17 Mr. Owens 
60 Mr. Daly 11 Mr. Padava:n 
46 Mr. Donovan 53 Mr. Perry 

6 Mr. Dunne 36 Mr. Pisani 
54 Mr. Eckert .==-1~Sl 57 Mr. Present 
44 Mr. Farley nf!ll§:!=I~ 39 Mr. Rolison -59 Mr. Floss UCIJSE:11 31 Mr. Ruiz 
35 Mr. Flynn 40 Mr. Schermerhorn 
32 Mr. Galiber 51 Mr. Smith 
56 Mr. GallaghE,r 22 Mr. Solomon 
14 Mr. Gazzara 43 Mr. Stafford 
13 Mr. Gold 55 Mr. Taurielio 
37 Mrs. Goodhue 3 Mr. Trunzc, .. 
26 Mr. Goodman 58 Mr. Volki~r 

20 Mr. Halperin 52 Mr. Warder 
4 Mr. Johnson 10 Mr. Weinstein 

15 Mr. Knorr 38 Mrs. Winikow --
AYElL~~-

NAYS / 

•~ Ordered. that the Secretary deliver said bill to the Assembly and request its concurrence therein. 
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STATE OF I\IE:w YOFlK 

EXECUTIVE C:HAMBER 

ALBANY 1;2224 

Jlm B 1979 

Thia bill authorizes the Fa:!h:tcm Ins,t.it.ut.e o1! Teelmol~:JY (FIT) to 
award mast.er degrei~ progr~ iind curriculia in support of its:e academic 
mission. Currently, PIT is au.th«:>rJL2~~ to award bi1.ccalaurea11:tt programs .. 

The maet&:re degree programs eo11rtemplat.ed by i'IT are in the fol-
lowing three are,1u11 : 

l. Mu.:11~um st.udi•s in Tex1:il~a an<i Costun:te, 
2. G1alleey and Retail Ari: .11\dminiastra:ti®., ed 
3.. Mu.11nn1.m Stu.dies in. the Applied Arts .. 

The actual ;lmplaentat::lon of l!!1u.1ch pr09rrams requires aui:horizat.iox, 
:i.n accordance with tbe State Univei~s:lt.y's Maate:r Plan .. 

The Fashion Instit.u.te of Techr10:Logy is uniqu• UtOng thtt State' G 
community colleg,Ht in that its educia1::.ional programi, are prbiMlrily 
geared to the needs of a single inctuiatey. ,over t.ffl:> million people ar• 
a1u11ociated wi t.h the design, man:uf ac:ture and sale of apparel in N.w York 
miking this one «lf the Sta:te • s leaclir.1g p:ri v,!.t.e inc'huttr:le:11., Pat.t•ms of 
w1:,rk in the fashion indust:ey are cll.\&rltg.ing ritpidly 1md t.admological ad
v1u1ces mu.st ba absorbed at an ever--·ir11orfuu1i11g rate. 'fbe pr.11ent. acade:m.c 
au.thori ty of the Institute is inadEiqu:ate t.o provid.@1 profea11i.onally t.ra:lned 
111:.aff to fill i".h~ ever-incr,u,sing 11.eed crea1:ed by the in:bu:-~p111ndenca 1::if 

Ntiw York's fashion design an1 manu.f'aatu.ring indu.stzy and it11 m1flltit.u.dG of 
mmaums, art galleries, archives, libraries and uni wrsi.ty :t'e8,emrce 0.11-
t.eirs. The goal of th:!.a proposal is tio aruiffll!ir the growing deima:iid f m: p1::-o
f•1asionally trained staffs in int:erre:lated atreas of art and indust:.ey and 
to, help create nEiw jobsopportu.ni ties .. 

This measure, will aseist New York in ma.intaini119 1 ts pre-tmd.nence 
in the fields of fashion, art and c1111:.uril!. In addi1t:ion, it ·wil.l proviclle 
an economic boost to one of New Yor:lt • ii most vital in.dutries b~t iu,mu.ri11.g 
the indu11t::y of a. highly qu.alif ied Jpo<>l of professionals to staf 1: this 
growing and vib:rant. field of fashio1r1 !~elated employxrtant.. 

App:i~oval of this measure i~ rec::cmtmended by the Stat.e Un:Lv«u.-sity of 
New York,. the New York St.ate l:n:i.ted Teiachers, the N'Enf York s11:ate APL-Cl:() 
and the J'.nterna.ti,onal r .. adies Ga:t"men1; t4'orkers Union. The Sta.11::e-Educat.ic::1:11 
Departmemt also r,ecommends approval .. 

The bill is appro,~d. 
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11$ Ml::MUB/\f•!DUM IN SUPl'O!H OI l.lGl~iL/\ ncm 
su!m,i!led in ;,ccm cl,,ru.e with A~s;:mlil1r ll_!1I•: 111, .!i 1 (1:) 

Bill N11111lwr: Assembly .. '/J .. a.'b __ -_ __ Scnat;b.''6 1\ S ~:J.:-M•:mc, t,n oriuiriill drilh ol bill 
-···- ·· LI Mcmc, on ilm•:ndr:d l,ill 

Sponsors: McmbC?rs of Ass1:mbly: -··-~~,s~:7~NNl\N'l'fbSI·EX'HU./'"'.·:· -··. . \ 
···- ·---. ----··-··- ·t·····-· ··--------· 

Scn,1tors: .. kt..l.1fi!IL.... _____ ··--·-----·· \ 
!ntrocluccd at the request or_ ________ . __ __l!j~'( Q\i~ 

Title of Bill: 

AN ACT to amend the education la:w, in .:reJ_;ati'tJih'•'tO' community college 
-······· -oroqrams -

Purpose or General Idea of Bill: 

The Fashion Institute of Technolog:r proposes to provide ~iA programs in 
• three areas which, though distinct, arE~ nev~rtheless interrelabed. · .These 

general intc~rrela.ted areas are fashion design, textile ~r sign_ and textile 
science, the decorative arts, and t;he fine ar:ts; the threo ;particular Mi'\. 
.programs will be: ·· 

1) i'111,: .~u~eum Studies in Te,,ttiles and Costume 
,2)' ,HA: Gallery ani Retail Al~t l~dministrat:lon 
. 3). MA: Museum Sturlies; in ·thE? Applie~ 1-U::ts• 

. The goal is to a.m,we~ the growing dE?mand for professionally-trained staffs 
in these particular fields and to help creat~ new a.nd rela.te,d job oppor.:, 
tuhi ties. These MA. 'de!grees are to be realizedl through programs made up of 
lecture courses; situdi.o courses, and', clinical experiences. - all of· these, 

· .offerings utilizing lbc1th the unique res,ources and, re,search f.acili ties of : 
, .. ~~'f...}!~~ the incomparably rich facilities of the muse,ums, archives, and . · 
'"··,:<esource"centers of _New York C.i,ty. · It· :is feltl·.that.students cornplet:i.ng . 

FIT' s B.F .·A. degrees in. Product Desi,gp: Apparel and Accessod.esr Product 
Design: Textiles, :Product Design: ApJ;>li(:?d Arts,. and the Interior Desllgi;i 
Baccalaureate will be interested in il:hese Masters' Pr~grams. 

The proposed programs will_ strain ne:Lther the finarn::ial nor a.cademic re
sources of the institution. As FIT I f; first Masters Programs, they would 
not replace any existing. structur_es. · A revision of the institution's 
Master Plan would be needed to provid:e for these Masters' programs which,, 
~t is.f~lt, fall_ completely within. the.area of the college's mission. 
a • • • •· • • • 

Jus;if.iia.ti~~:I 
New York City is the arts- capital of the world~··· Th~ resources that susta1in 
this position are rich and unique: thia City's great museums, art gall1arie,s, 
archives, librarie~, and those_ univer:sity and ·resource ◄::enters that now· 
attract not only scholars but ·also re:~earchers from industry. Indeed, a 
~orrela.tive "art world'.' of. ·industry has· ,gradually established reclp:i;oc:a:tly
dependent ties with What was once E!Xc1usively the realm of ·fine arts.· • · 
This de~elopment parallels and unprecE~dented ,growth in New York City of the 
art-r~lated fash.iori and giftware indui;tries wh.~cn, i:n turn, ha.ve spawned 
a mult ·tude of shops, galleries, _and boutiques. These establishments have 
developed alongside of those of the more traditional "art-industry"; that 
is, New York City's great auction hous:es which :now threaten London's once-
proud title as the paramount cent!3r of such activity. The. objects exhibiteo 
and auctioned in New York City cover the entire range of the fine, decor
ative and applied arts and account for millions of dollars in sales. More
over, New York City's largest industry, - fashion design and mairrnfactur,e -
has increasingly strengthened its ties with the world ·of museums and galle~r
ies by turning to them as sources of inspiration .. There is hairdly an import 
ant fashion designer who does not do r,esearch in the city'·s museums, gallEir
ies, and.its extraordinary fashion. resource· centers such as those ·of the· 
Fashion Ins ti tutc of Technology, the !1etropoli.tam Museum and the Br.ookJLyn 
Museum. 

'J'he interrelntcd interests of fashion design, the decorative arts and t.he 
fine arts have becom~~ an evcryduy nw.ttc1r .in the cultural/business life of 
U,e city. · As an in.!itJt:ut;ion acr,i_vely Jnvolved in_~very aspect of this new 
concrlom<'~rate, FJ'l' proposes three M.J\. pi:c:ii:rrains offering thrcc·dist.inct inajci:c 
:,n•,l" of :i11t<lr0.1;t: thut nev<~r.t.:hel~ss inter.lock with reciprocal areas .. FIT 
;. •1 iJ:!V-.•!.; tlt:1~· n-...!~h prn(Jt":•.,~F~ wonl.d i:1 f?V(!ry ,.-1;1y rn.~spo.:'ld to the m.issio!l of a 
,·,,Jle<Je which is able to c.ll:aw upon it.sown spl,c!ndicl aclvant.agf.:ls in rcsp;;?ct tc 
f-1,·nlt•,t ,ind s!:c1ff and ,1.lso upon the riches of. .its unp.:ir.:1~1elcd resourc~ 

· ... ···-·-·--·· . --·----- .-·····- --····---·-·~~~E~. ·•··· ....... ············-:.: .. ---~ - >·· ·----· ·.~~1~~ 
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'llilllll' 

Art h.:is become~ bi~1 business in New York City;· art-r,.:litt.cd indu,; 1.:ry lv1~; 
b:.!COIIL~ even big90r businQ:.=_;s. ALI of thc::;c .ac:l:ivit10s contr.i.but.'-! vitnlly to 
th0. cul.Lure and eco!1omy of th,~ citv and hen,:e of 1:hc~ ~;tai·.c. Ot1r pro!_lo::;r~~: 
Mii. prognuns would not only pl~ovicJe pcr::;oancl for nC\·J :ioh5 i:::voli.d.rt'J in th:?:;:;, 
fields but also Himulb,neously help cr.-e~tte nnw jous. '.i'he pc!:i.-somK!l now fi l"' 
in(J snch postt:i.ons is l«r«;J(!ly profo:;sionally untxainud and only l:!,rough tri 
and error comes to lean1 the charac: l:cr and ncopc of its n:,spons:ib:U.iti•:!s. 
Museums, archives and historicc:tl :;oc.i.etics havo n compcllin9 ncc<l for the 
kiud of staff FIT can prov:i.dc throuiJh these programs. 

Surveys of various museum ntudy proqrc.1:ns helve made it clc.n.r to us that pro-
grams such as we contemplate do not exist at thi.s time. Among the sm:vr:::y.5 
we consulted were those conducted by the~ Office: of Museum Pro9rams of the 
Smi tl'\soninn Inst:i.tuti.on and the Center fo~ .Art Administrcltion of the Gl'.:-aduat 
School of Busines:s o:f the ni versi ty of Wisconsin. In addition, W(! have 
examined the Preservation Education Programs: listed by the National •rrust 
for Historic Preservation and the '.!.'raining Prog:rc:tm_ Supplement issued by the 
same organization .. 

F'IT has observed ·that among professionals in these fields, fhe need for · 
further training is great. 'l'his. past summm::, cm J:"I'l' symposium concerned 
with costume preservation and. display°drew students from 24 states and 3 
:f.9reign countries. FIT h,1cl at first intende?d to run a program for 25 stu
dents but so grec:1.t was ·the! demand of high'.!-y--qualified professionals for t.hit 
summer experience that,· in -bhe end, the college accepted 50 of them and 
turned away another 50. 'l~his seminar. provided a testing ground for t.he 
contemplated MA programs, and its succe~s w«:1s enormous. 

Many of.t!1e participants i.n the above-mentioned seminar requested that pro
grams such as we describe be .instituted ... In addition, various institutions 
throughout tp.e nation have: .asked FIT t.o provide them witl;l personnel - for 
example; the :Los .1\ngeles Coup.ty Museum; the Boston. Mu~eum of Fine Arts, an~ 
the New York Historical Society. The colle,ge is prepared bo undertake a 
survey of museum-associated experts across the United States to determine 
the nature and nmnber .of--job possibilities and the possibilities of creatin1 
new jobs. FIT has, in fact, already applied f,or a grant to enable it to cOJ 
duct such a survey. · 

Prior tegislative History: 

none 

Fiscal Implications for State and Local ~ovemments: I 
The cost for five years (teacher:S and supervisors) 
$400,000 - i.e., approximately $~0,000 per year. 

would be approximately 
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THE A.SSEMl3l.Y 

STATE OF' NEVIi YORK 

ALl3ANY 

WILLIAM F. PASSANNANTE 
,270 BROADWAY 

SPEAKER l~RO TEMPORS: 

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10007 

(212) 466-4784 

Hon. Hugh L. Carey, Governor 
The State ojE New York 
EJ<:ecuti ve Chamber 
Albany, New York 12224 

·.:r'lllne 6., 1979 

DE:!ar Hugh: RECEIVED AFTER ACTION BY GOVERNO 

/ 

.J' 
You have before you my bill, A4728-A (S3885-A), which would 

permit the Pashion Institute of TE:!chnology, located in my district, 
to provide masters degree programi; in Museum Studies in Te:;ct.iles 
and Costumes; Gallery and Retail l~rt Administration; and Museum 
Studies in the .Applied Arts. 

The Fashion Institute has ga:Lnied nationwide recognition in 
its various fields of endeavor and .as a fashion resource CE:!nter. 
Its masters degree programs will answer thia demand for persons with 
exceptional professional background:s in thE:! fields I have lnE:!ntioned 
and it is anticipated that the new ◄:mrollmE:!nt that will be ,:::reated 
would substa.ntially cover any incJ:-ea.sed co:sts that the Fashion 
Institute 'W'Ould incur. 

This school is a tremendous asset to both the City and State 
of New York as well as to thE:i entirE:! fash:Li:m industry. It ia:,ei:rves 
as a catalytic force for the .industJcy in the improvement of its 
manufacturing bechniques, its: merchandisiw;J and help:ing New York 
City to retain its posture as: the fashion leader of the wOJcld .. 

The bill has received the support of the Trustees of th<e 
State University; the New York City Board of Education; New York 
State AFL-CIO and New York State United Teliche:rs. It has a.JL:so 
received unanii:1n1ous support oj: eveJi:y member of the Legislatm::-4f~. 

Your approval of the bill will be de«3ply appreciated by me 
and all those interested in the economic WE:!11-being of our City 
and State. 

WFP:jgj 
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SENATE 

S. l885-A 
\ 
_ .. -. " 

Law: Education 

l' r ,_. 

'·-~~y Bi~li. 

BU.DGET REPOltT ON BIU .. S 

I 111troduc:,tcl l~y: 

Sens. La¥all◄a, Oh.r.enstein, McCall, . ... ,:_. ........ , ·~ .. ·. ~-"'et. 1a:l. 

Division of the Budget recommendation on the above bill: 

Approve: _______ Veto:--=X'----- ~lo Objection:------ No Rec1:unrnendo1i.1»!ll: ----

1. Subject and Purpose: To authorize th,~ Fashion Inst:L tute ,of Technolo9y r a 
post-secondary technical vocationctl training institution which operates 
as a community collE!1ge under the ctegis of the State University o:E New 
York, to offer master's degree program1:1 and curricula. 

2. Summary of Provisions: Existing law authorizes1 the Fashion Institute 
of Technology to con.duct community college prog•rams and curJriculat as 
well as baccalaureat:E:! programs and curricula. This bill would 
authoriz,e the colleg-E:! to off,1ar master's degree programs and cur:r:i.cula 
as well, in support of its mission. 

This bill would take ef:Eect on the f irs:t day of July m~xt siuu:::ceeding 
its being signed into law. 

3. Legislative History: 

a. State University's 1974 Legislative Proposal #5 would have 
amended the law then in effect to authorize the Fashion 
Institute of Technology to offer baGcalacureate degree progr11tms1 
and curricula.. That Legislativ·e Proposal was not introduced., 

b. State University's 1975 Legislative Proposa.l #1 was the same 
as its 1974 Legislative Proposal #5 .. This later proposatl 
became law under Chapter 356 of the Laws of 1975. 

c. State University, on May 23, 1979, a.dopted Senate 3885-A. as 
part of its 1979 legislative program. Action by the State 
University Board of Trustees incorporated the provisions 
of this bill as 1979 Legislativ,e Proposal #9. 

4. Argumemts in Support:: 

a. The Fashion Institute of Technology is uniqm~ among the StatE~u s 
community colleges in that its E~ducational p:r.ograms are primarily 
geared to the needs of a single industry. Over two million 
people are associated with the design, manuf1ricture and sale of 
apparel in New York making this one of the Sil::.ate I s largest 
private industries. The present academic authority of FIT ii:t 
inadequate to provide professio111ally traine.d staff to fill thre 
ever-increasing need created b:y the j[,nterdepEmdence of New Yci,:1::-k' s 
fashion design and manufacturi:ng· indu;st~ry and its multitude c:d:: 
museums, art galle.ries, archives, lib:raries smd university r◄:\ltmurce 
centers. 
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This bill responds to the growing d1emand for professionally 
trained staffs in interrelated a.rE~as of art clnd indm;try and 
would help create new job opportunities. 'ThE~re are preseintly 
no programs available in this area :for continued academic and 
professional growth. 

b. The unique characteristics of FIT are smch that authorization 
to offer master's degree prog.rams would not s:et a precedei1t for 
any other community college in New York to offer such proqrams:. 
This bill is applicable only to l~I'l~ .. 

5. Possible Objections: 

a. No direct: evidence has been provided which fully substantiates 
the nature and scope of the problem which this bill is intended 
to correct.. It is not clearly evidemt that programs such as 
FIT is i:::ontemplating do not exist ,elsewhere at this time, nor, 
in fact, that they are necessary. While proponer11ts of this bill. 
cite growing demand and new job opportunities as just.ifica 1.tion 
in support of this bill, such arguments appear tc, be unfounded. 
It has been acknow1.edged that the college has yet. to fully 
study this matter, and intends to underta.ke a survey of museum
related experts across the United State,s to determine the naturei 
and number of job possibilities. PIT reportedly has applied for 
a grant to enable it to conduct s1.1cl:i a survey. 

b. Al though this bill would amend a £':\E~ction of law which perta.ins 
only to the Fashion Institute of 'l'ec::hnology, the precedent
setting possibilities should nc)t be ignored. Although FIT 
may be unique in its mission and prc:>grams, many other two-year 
colleges are also unique. '!'here has been conside:rable pre:1:1,;sure 
for a number of years to extend many technical tw1::>-year programs: 
to four years. Such pressures could well be~ expected to increaus:e 
if this bill is approved. 

6. Other State Agencies Interested: 

a. The State University fully supp<')rtu this bill and through a 
resolution of the University Board of T1:ustees ha1:1 incorporated 
its provisions into its 1979 legislsttive pro9ram. 

b. The State Education Department has taken the position of Ne> 
Objection to this bill. While SED appec:irs to, be 1somewhat c<:m
cerned about the desires of other c-1:,mmuni ty ce>lle9es 1:.<:> follow 
FIT' s example, particularly the 1communi t:y colleges opel::-ati:nt9 
under the Ci.ty University of New Yo:ck, t.hey cioncm:- with the bill's 
supporters that the fashion :i.ndmstry needs gra,duates f17om ma~;te:i:: • s 
degree programs. 
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7. Other Interesi:ed Grou:Es: This bill rt:port~edly has the unanimous 
approval of the Fash:.i..on Institute of ~rec:hnologry' s Board of Trustees 
and has been endorsed by FIT' s sponsor, the NeM Yc>rk City Board 
of Education. The New York State AFL=CIO and New York St:ate 
United Teachers also support this bill. 

8. ~.get Implications: Because of its hi~rh :net operating e,xpenditures 
(Ei'IT1 s net opera.ting E:Xpenditures per full·-time equivalent studen.t. 
a:r:e the second highest among the SONY communi t.y colleges) FI'J~ 
qualifies· for St:ate aid on a per student basis. T«:> the e:2:..tent tha.t 
additional studemts are enrolled, additi,:mal State funds would be 
required. Based on thE~ minimum anticipated enrollment of 90 
students State ai.d would increase by abo11.1t $80,000 per year. 

9 • Recommenda ticm: 

It is recommended that t.his bill be vetoe!d. This bill would 
intensify the s~tuatio:n among other two·-year colleges for expansion 
of their programs to four years. More i:mport.cmtly, howevE:r, this 
bill is premature. Thi::: need for master's: degJ::-ee programs at FIT 
has not been fully inv13stigated and is not well justified in terms; 
of employer demand. The proposed statutc,ry amendment should b~i 
postponed pending receipt of more complete justification :from the 
college and the bill's other supporters. 

Date: June 4, 1979 ------------- Exa.miner: 
LE::io Neveu 
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State University of New York 
St.ite University Plaa 
Albany, New York 12246 

Office of the University Counsel 
and Vice ChanceUor for l<l:gal Affairs 

(518) 473-7591 

TO: Honorable Richard A. B:cown 

]?ROM: Sanford H. Levir:tE~ ~ 

SUBJECT: Senate No. 3885-A 

RECOMMENDA~rION :: Approval 

DISCUSSION: 

June l .1• 1.979 

This bill, substantially similar to State Uni\,rersi.ty I,,egis
lative Proposal No. 9 as approved by the State Uni,il'ers:ity '.rrus
tees, would authorize the Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) 
to of fer master's degree programs and curriculat iii support of 
its academic mission. Currently, subdivision 2: o:f:: section 6302 
of the Education Law, as amended by Chapt1er 356 of it:he Laws of 
1975, provides that FIT may, in ad.diticm to co:mmun:lty college 
programs and curricula, offer bacc'i:"lamr.eate prc1gram1s as may be 
authorized pursuant to the provisi()ns of the Ma,steIJt: Plan. 

The Fashion Institute of Technolo•11y is unique:1 among the 
State's community colleges in that its educational prog·ranm are 
primarily geared to the needs of a :single! indus,tr~t.. ov·er two 
million people are associated with the design, mar:1t11facture and 
sale of apparel in New York making this one of the1 State' s lead
ing private industries. Patterns o:E w,ork in the f::ashion indus
try are changing rapidly and technological advanceis must b~:i ab
sorbed at an ever-increasing rate. Thie p:resent ac:1adem.ic au.thor
i ty of the Insti t.ute is inadequate to prmride p1~of◄=ssionally 
trained staff to fill the ever-incx·,=as:ing need cre1ated by the 
interdependence of New York• s fashion design and :manuj:actu:id.ng 
industry and its multitude of museums, art galleri ◄es, arch::i:'il'i=s, 
libraries and university resource cent◄E!rs.. The! go.al of th:il..s 
proposal is to answer the grc>wing di:'!mair1d for profe::ssionally 
trained staffs in interrelated areas o:E art and industry and to 
help create new job opportunities. 

FIT has expressed its desire, .if legislatiVt=lY authorized, 
to of fer a limited number of master ms programs in 1t.he f:ashi1c:r:n 
and art industries. Specific appro'tal of these prc1g1.·ams would 
be authorized via the Master Plan pl:'OCE:!SS which .1:.-~;1qu.i.res th1:1 ap
proval of the State University Trus1:,ee!il, the Boa:a~d of :Regenr:s, 
and the Governor. 
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The unique characteristics of FIT are such that this au
thorization will not set a preced.emt for any other ccm1munity 
college in New York to offer such. programs~ The bill is ap
plicable only to FIT. 

The University recommends approval of Sc~ntate 3885-A. 

c:.c. H. Dullea 
H. Gordon 
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State University of l~ew York 
State University PhD 
Albany, New York 12246 

Office of the Ul'lliversity Coonsel 
~ Vice Chancellor for Legal Affairs 

(518) 473-7591 

MEMORANDUM 

To: RICHARD A. BROlvN 
COUNSJE!L TO THE GOVERNOR 

From: Sanford H. Levine, University Counsel 
State University of New York 

Subject: Legi ;S la t.i ve Proposal Ne,. 9 

1. Purpose: 

May 25 ,, 1979 

To authorize the Fashion Institute of '11echnol1::>9y to ,,ffer 
master' s degree programs and curricula .. 

2. Summary of Provisions: 

This bill would authorize the Fashion Institute, of Tmchno
logy (FIT) to offer master's degr·ee programs and curricula 
in support ,of its academic miusio•n. 

Under existing law, the Board of Education of the City of 
New York acts as community college sponsor of the Fashion 
Institute of Technology, which is defined as a post-st;ec::on
dary technic.:,al vocatic,nal tra:i.nin,; ins ti tut.ion, partly 
supported by the Board of Educ:atic:>n and pa:r:'tly supportE!d 
by an educational foundation 1(Ecluc::ation.al Foundation fc,r 
the Fashion Industries) , under t.hE~ pro9ram of the Sta.tE~ 
University ,::,f New York.. The final deteirmination of t.ht:? 
master's pr1ograms to be offerE?d w:Lll bei made in accordance 
with procedure for the adopt.ic:m arad approval ,of the S'tc:l.te 
University Master Plan. 

3. Existin9 La!: 

Subdivision 2 of sectiion 630:? of t.he Educatio:n Law as 
amended by Chapter 356 of the Laws; of l.975 pr,::>vides t.'k.aat 
FIT may, in addition ti:> commm:ii t.y ~olltige pro,;;rrams and 
curricula, of fer baccalaureat,:, pro1g:ram11n and cur1::icula .in 
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support of its mission, in a,ccordance with standards and 
regulations prescribed by the St.ate University Board of 
Trustees as may be authori:cmd pursuant to the provisions 
of the Master Plan. 

4. Statement in Support: 

The~ Board of Trustees of thE~ Fas:hion Institute of Tec:~hno
logy (FIT) has unanimously requested the State Univeir:sity 
Trustees to seek legislative~ authority for the Institute 
to offer master's degree prc>grams, and this request has 
been endorsed by FIT' s spon~;or, the New York City Boca\rd of 
Education. 

FI'!' i~; unique among the State's community colleges in. that 
its educational programs arei primarily geiared to the :needs 
of a single industry. Over two million people are amso
ciated with the design, manufacture and s;ale of apparel in 
New York making this one of the State's leading private in
du~;tries. Patterns of work in the fashicm industry 2.11.re 
changing rapidly and technological advances must be ,:1b
sorbed at an ever-increasin9 rat,e. The pl~esent acadE:itmic 
authority of the Institute is inadequate to provide profes
sionally trained staf:f to fill the ever-increasing nmed 
created by the interdi~pendence of New York's fashion desigrn 
and manufacturing industry ctnd its multitude of museums, 
art galleries, archi v◄~s, librari,es and university re~:;ourcei 
centers. The goal of this proposal is to answer the grow-· 
ing demand for profes:sionally trained staffs in interrelated 
areas of art and industry and to help create new job oppoi~
tunities. 

FIT has expressed its desirf:i, if legislatively auth<:n:·ized,, 
to offer ,1 limited number of related programs in thE:: fash-· 
ion and art industries. Speicif ic approval of the!;e programs 
would be c!iuthorized via the Master Plan process. Th11:~ con·· 
templated programs are: 

1. Museum studies in textiles and costume; 

2. c;alle1:y and retail art administration; 

3. Museum studies in t:.he applied arts. 

The u.11.igue characteristic:s c:1,f FI'T are such that this autho
rization will not set a prec:.iedent for any other commmrd. ty 
college in New York to of:fe:1:· such pro~3·rams.. The proJf>C>sed 
legislatic:m is applicablEt or,1ly t,o FIT., 
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5. Budget Implications: 

The cost for implementation c>f this program would be approx
imately $80,000 per year. ~rhe antic.ipated enrollment of a 
minimum of 90 students would sub~;tantially cover thi:s cost 
creating minimal financial :i.mpac11:. on local or. State budgets. 

6. Legislative History; 

None. 

7. Possible Objections: 

Unknown. 

8. Other State Agencies Interi~sted: 

Di vision of thE:? Budget, Education Department 

9. Kniown Position of Oth,ers: 

Unknc,wn. 
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TO COUNSEL ~l:'0 THl~ GOVlE!RNOR 

RE: SENATE 3 r fr 6- , fr 
ASSEMBLY 

Inasmuch as this bill doet; not ap,pcear to relate 

to the functions of the Department of Law, I am not commenting 

thereon, at this time.. However, :L:f: thiere1 :ls a particular 

aspect of the bill upon which you wish ccimment, please advise 

me. 

ROBER1r ABRAMS 
A·ttorney Ge:i:uu:al 
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IITATE OF f,1~1tl'i YOftK 

DEPARTMEl"'4T OF AUDIIT AND CONTl~OL 

l!EDWAll'U) V. RIEGiAN 
Stata Comptroller 

Hon. Richard A. Brown 

ALIBANV 

122316 

Executive Chamber G __ . ~v.~-·:-·::· -
State Capitol · ·· 
Albany, New York 12224 

Dear Mr. Bro-wn: 

May 29, 1979 

This De.partment has no interest in the follow,
ing bills: 

438 
1039 
2860 
4109 

·4369A 

611A 
1475A 
3339 
3885A 

Assembly 

~-504A 
6337 
6792 
7717 

tas2 
4349 
5128A 
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TO: 

FROM~ 

SUB.J.ECT: 

STATE EDUCATION Df:.PARTMENT 
June 1, L9n, 

Counsel to the GQvernor 

Robert D. Stone 

RECOMMENDATION: Approval 

REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION: 

This bill amends subdivision 2 o:f section 6302 <>f the 
Education Law for the purpose of authorli.2:ing Fashion Institute 
of Technology to operate Masters deg;ree programs. 

The fashion industry in the city of New York needs stu
dents who have: had the be:nefit <>f graduate education. 

JUIN 5 

... 
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NEW YORK STATE UNITED TEAGHERS 
00 Wo!! R<Old • IUl>any, New Yori< 12205 • (51&] ~59-i;«JO 

May 28, 1979 

Memorandum tc1 the Governor regarding Senat,e Bill No. 3885-A by 
Mr. La Valle et al, entitled "An Act to amend the educa-• 
tion law, in relation to communi1~y colleg,e prograim.n" 

The Fashion Insti.tu.te of Technology propos,e1; to provide MA prog!:'8IlliS 
in three areas which, though disti1r>.ct, are 11eve1rtheless interrelated .. 
These areas are fashion design, text ilia des:Lgn and teJ;:tile scien.ce, 
the decorative arts and the f:l.ne a:rts. 

The three sp,ecific MA programs will 'be (1) Museum Studies in Te11:
tiles and Co:stum.e; (2) Gallery and Retail A1rt Administration; and 
(3) Museum Studies i·n the Applied Arts. 

There is a growing demand for profossiilnally trained staffs in. 
these part:jlcular fields., As li'IT' s first Ma1:1ters' prc,grams, they 
would not replace any existing; structures. F'IT beliE~ves that such 
progra.D1 would, in ev,ery way, respond to the miss:ion of the college. 
The proposed programs would strain waither the financial nor aca
demic 1:esource:s of the institution. 

Fashion Inst:i.t1ute has observed that, run.ong professiot1tals in these 
particular fields, the need for fut·the1c tra:Lning is great. It is 
felt that many students completing Fashion Institute BFA deg1:ees 
in Product Design: Apparel and Acce:,;sories, Product Design: Tex
tiles, Product Design: Applied Arts , and the Interior D1esigi:1 
baccalaureate will be interested in. it:hese Master's programs. 

The New York 
this bill. 

R.espectfull 

United Teachers s1:rorigly urge your approval of 

Raymond C. Skuse 
Director of Legislation 

RCS/jk 

~ .... Affiliated with the Amerlc:an Fedor,itlon of ·re11r;hers, AFl.·CIO 
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IC ST 
911 WASHIINGTON AVENUE (Suite 80&) • JI\.UANY, N. V. 12210 @ !IHO~IE 436-,81il6 

RAYMOND R. CORBETT 
Pmid,mt 

L.iiJDWIE, JAFFE 

E, ~iOWARD MOI.ISANI 
S@c:retary• T tHll'~rer 

MEMOFtA~N UM 

SlE 

JUHi 4 ftm 

1979 ) 
s.3885-A j 
La Valle) E!t al 
Calendar No. 805 

A. ~.728-A 
Pa.ssannante, et al 
Calendar No • .R.R. 68 

The New York State AFL-CIO wishes to exoress its support for this 
bill which would permit the Fashion Institute of' Technology to pr<>itide 
MA programs in the following areas of study: 

1) M'.,.seum .Studies in Textiles and Costume:i 

2) Gallery and Retail Art Adm:tnistra.t:1on; 

3) Museum Studies in the Aopl11ed Arts. 

There are presently no programs avail:able~ to accomodate the needs 
of professionals in tM~s area for continueHi ac:ademic and iorof,ess:l.onal 
growth. However, the need for highly trained personne!l iin. th:ls field 
is great, especially if Hew York City is to maintain its position as 
a premier art and cultural c:enter. 

This is most deservine; legislation, whose cost to ~overnment 
would be minimal, and we, therefore, urgt~ :l ts enactment iinto law. 

# fl 
opeiu-153T 
May 23, 1979 
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ABB086C09.53) ('4 ... 0l4778£150)PD o,/30/79 0932 

ICS IPMMTZZ CSP 

2122657000 TDMT NEW YORK NY 22 05-30 0932A EST 
l?MS HON HUGH CtiRE'.Y 

(;GVERNOR OF 1\Utw YORK 

~ILBaNY NY 

RESPECJ'FULL Y UR!GlE YOU TO SIGN BILL S3l!85 AND A4 728 WHICH WILL EN/JiBLE 

THE F•SHION INSTITTUE Of TECHNOLOGY TO CONFER MASTERS DEGREES 
SOL C: JAC0!:3S PRESIDEN1f INTERNATIONAt LADIES GARMENT WORKERS 

UfUON 
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ABBl41(1407><4-D•21221156)PD 06/05/79 1407 \ 
l ICS IPMMTZZ CSP 

21259-40810 TDl\1! NEW ~'ORK N'lf 35· Ot\S-05 02()11P EST 

PMS HONOFhBLE HUGH CAREY 9 GO,IERMOJ1t 

S1'ATE C~PITOIL 

ALBANY NY 1222&11 

DEAR GOVERNOFt CAREY WE WOULD APPREC lA1'E YOUR SIGN ING INTO LAW B:ILL 

NUMBER S38S5 ANIJI A41V28 WHICH WOULD £MABLE THE FASHION INSTITU'i'E OF 

n:1CHNOLOGY to AWARD MA!itER DEGFUtES 11' HAS OUR TOT.AL SUPPORT 

RE!SPECTFULL Y YOURS 

El. I ELIAS PRESIDENT ,totRAT!OM:iOf APPt\JU:l .. MFGS ~150 1 AVE NE\l 
" 

YORK NY I 0001 

NINH 

•• 
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